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A Call for Generosity in a Time of Great Need
Whoever is generous to the poor lends to the Lord, and he will repay him for his deed.
Proverbs 19:17
The Colquitt County Food Bank was established nearly forty years ago to fill an apparent need in
our area. The need was to provide food on an emergency basis to those who couldn’t provide for
themselves because of finances, fire, accidents, illness or other causes outside their control.
The need for a source of food came about quite accidentally one Sunday morning after church at
Trinity Baptist, through an overheard conversation between a DFCS caseworker and her friend. The
caseworker was explaining to her friend how when families showed up at DFCS destitute and in the
worst cases of need, the caseworkers would literally have to “pass the hat” to collect money to purchase food for the family. Mr. Van Platter, overhearing this conversation, immediately went to his
pastor, Rev. Jimmy Elder, and voiced his concern. They set out to create a “food pantry” in the back
of their church and each week members were assigned food items to bring to stock the pantry. Within
a few months it was seen that this small “food pantry” was totally inadequate to fill the needs of so
many. A meeting was called with the Colquitt County Ministerial Association and the idea of the
Food Bank was born and soon became a reality.
The food bank was founded on the concept that our community would provide the resources to keep
our doors open. We are totally dependent on monetary and food donations, as well as a team of volunteers who donate their time. We have always been able to meet the needs of the hungry in Colquitt
County. In the past two years we have seen a steady increase in the number of families who are in
need. The number of people served nearly doubled between 2018 and 2019. Our current situation
dealing with the COVID-19 crisis has increased the number of families in need to levels we’ve never
seen before. In an average month, we serve around 300 families - last month we fed 782 families. At
this time we have no donated food items, and our daily donations from Walmart and Publix are much
reduced. Food donations from Sanderson and National Beef have been suspended. We are currently
purchasing food from Second Harvest South Georgia. They currently have adequate supplies.
We do not recommend that donors take extra risk to themselves to purchase food to donate at
this time. Instead, we are calling for your monetary donations. (We can pur chase food fr om
Second Harvest for $.02 - $.19 per pound - that equates to a case of 12 jars of peanut butter for $2.00.)
We would like to express our appreciation for the many donations we have already received from
our First Presbyterian family.
Because of the actions two men in our community took nearly 40 years ago, over a million meals
have been provided to the less fortunate in Moultrie and Colquitt County.
For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink,
I was a stranger and you welcomed me.
Matthew 25:35
Laura Keith, Director, Colquitt County Food Bank
P.O. Box 1402, Moultrie, GA 31776
colquittfoodbank.org
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SPECIAL OFFERING TO HELP THE FOOD BANK
THIS IS THE WEEK TO SEND IN YOUR OFFERINGS FROM THE PRESBYTERIAN WOMEN’S LENTEN
PROJECT! THE SPECIAL OFFERING WILL BE DIRECTED TO THE FOOD BANK. PLEASE MAIL
YOUR CHECKS TO THE CHURCH OFFICE AND INDICATE “LENTEN PROJECT” ON THE MEMO.

Bobby Ussery

First Presbyterian Church
501 First Street, S.E., Moultrie, Georgia 31768
www.moultriefirstpres.com
To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,
to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,
to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome.

Announcements

Gatherings at the church are suspended.
Modified hours for the church office Mon.-Fri. 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Call the office if you need assistance from Congregational Care.
Make a point to mail in your pledges and offerings.
LOOK FOR EMAILED LINKS TO HOLY WEEK SERVICES ONLINE.
Tonight, Thursday, April 9 – recorded MAUNDY THURSDAY
service with communion will be posted online by 6 p.m.
Prepare to take communion in your homes with crackers, bread, juice, wine or any substitute thereof.
Prayerfully drinking and eating in remembrance of our Lord is the most important part.
Friday, April 10 – recorded GOOD FRIDAY service will be posted online by Noon
Sunday, April 12 – recorded EASTER SUNDAY service will be posted online by 11 a.m.

ONE GREAT HOUR OF SHARING SPECIAL OFFERING
APRIL 12, 2020
Through One Great Hour of Sharing, we become the household of God. We extend shelter to those who have
no place to stay, offer compassion to those who have pain – be it physical, emotional, or spiritual – and we
set a feast, with God, for those who lack access to enough food to eat. God’s household filled with love and everyone is welcome.
One Great Hour of Sharing pr ovides r elief for the poor and oppr essed
through:
Self-Development of People invests in communities responding to their experiences
of racism, oppression, poverty, and injustice and educates Presbyterians about the
impact of these societal ills.
PLEASE GIVE GENEROUSLY! WAYS TO GIVE –
Write & mail a check to First Presbyterian Church Note for One Great Hour of
Sharing (OGHS)
Donate by credit card online at presbyterianmission.org/give-oghs
Text OGHS to 20222 to give $10

CHILDREN CELEBRATING HOLY WEEK WITH ART & ACTIVITIES

Children were excited to get activities for
Holy Week which included palms for a Hosanna
parade, Sunday School lessons, Easter Eggs for
hunting, jelly bean butterflies for giving away,
and crosses for flowering on Easter.

Missions in a Time of Coronavirus Prevention
2020 Bangladesh Trip
When Thomas and Nancy Coleman took me to the Tallahassee airport before dawn on March 3, coronavirus was
reportedly dying out in China, flaring in Italy and Seattle, and none in Bangladesh. (To eliminate the suspense, I did
make it home, I did not see any coronavirus, and I am still healthy.). Yet the fear of coronavirus (CV) dominated much
of the trip.
The first week was fruitful. I flew to Coxes Bazar, a beach resort and county seat of the district where the Rohingya have refugeed. David Ansari (the paramedic I worked with in Bangladesh in the 1980s who is now a US citizen
and is working with World Mission) had gone ahead to arrange things. He was unable to get us permission to visit/
hold a clinic in the Rohingya camps, but we did minister to those who refugeed before the camps were established and
lived on land near the airport (likely to be confiscated by the airport when it expands). I saw the children and Ansari
and another Bangladeshi American physician saw the adults. We saw about 200 patients and there was no “social distancing” or HIPPA as 20 women and children would crowd into a room smaller than the church bathroom while I tried
to talk to a patient. During part of this time, the director of World Mission handed out audio Bibles in the Rohingyan
dialect. The next 2 days we visited Hindu villages where Christians were witnessing and held similar clinics. WM
also passed out water filtration systems.
I flew to Dhaka Mar 9th and Badhon, son of Puspa, the FDP director, met me with a rental car to go to Rajbari.
Drivers today are much safer than in past years.
Illiterate woman learning to write
Badhon and I talked about his vision for training the more educated women in
the libraries to earn money sewing –eco-friendly jute bags, fashion desgn,
marketing, etc. Mar 10th I met with all the staff for prayer meeting and in
groups. All wanted the audio Bibles (in standard Bangla and the Muslim variety). The atmosphere was optimistic and happy and it is clear that Puspa is
doing a good job as Director. The next 2 days we visited 4 of the libraries
where early elementary children are tutored, older women learn to write their
names, recognize numbers, and some advance to reading. One woman
bragged about how she and her granddaughter are learning to read together.
Women told Bible stories they had learned and children recited poems.
About 5-6 women per library wanted training in sewing.
The rest of the trip was spent at home as the government ordered all who had come into the country in the past 2
weeks into quarantine. Our evangelist Lutfar in the next district came to visit me and report and we settled on a 2020
budget, cancelling The Good News Club and expanding the village libraries. Thereafter, on mornings the staff went
out to see the library and health groups, took photos and videos, and we viewed them in afternoons. I worked on the
annual report, emails, etc in the am and met with the supervisors in the afternoon. Schools were closed and our visit to
them cancelled. By the 19th, gatherings of over 10 people were forbidden and our groups were afraid to meet, so the
rest of the field visits and meeting with the lay midwives were cancelled. We did meet with a woman who can both
train our library women in sewing, etc. and help with marketing. We completed the budget and Annual Report
(almost), but this work was cut short when on Saturday morning the 20th, I checked the internet and found that all Qatar flights from Bangladesh after the 5 pm flight that afternoon were cancelled. My ticket was for Wednesday. But
thanks to your prayers I was able to both get a ticket on that flight and make it to the airport on time (they closed the
airport that midnight) and later to find a way home from Atlanta. By March 25th, Bangladesh was on lockdown with no
one allowed out of their homes except to buy food and the army arresting those they fiind on the streets. All FDP
work is now on hold.
As of April 3, Bangladesh and Colquitt County had about the same number of cases (in the 40s) and deaths (5).
While this may seem an overreaction in a country of 160,000,000, Bangladesh does not have the hospitals, ventilators,
etc (though many have masks that they previously used for travel on dusty roads/polluted cities) to deal with situation
should coronavirus start spreading. Loudspeakers from rickshaw vans and mosques have been blaring out warnings
emphasizing handwashing and 3 feet social distancing and not meeting in groups of 10 or more.
So in summary, I had a fruitful first week, seeing about 150-200 patients, meeting with our staff, and seeing 4 of
our libraries. While in quarantine, though I missed seeing the rest of the field work and meeting with the midwives and
the Executive Committee, I did have time to discuss needs, future plans etc with the supervisors and directors. I have
just approved $300 for food for 50 believers in Lutfar’s church who are day laborers and thus without work or income
at this time. Pray that coronavirus will remain contained in Bangladesh and that more will come to know the Healer.
Patty June

VBS: SAVE THE DATE
SUNDAY, May 31-June 4
Vacation Bible School
Rocky Railway
Jesus’ Power pulls us through
5:30-8:00

KIDS! Summer Camp with
Flint River Presbytery will be
June 21-27
Be sure to check out our Dogwood Acres summer
camp offered in partnership with Florida presbytery!
Go to http://www.dogwoodacres.org/summer-camp/
online-registration/

Two Special Offerings

During this Lenten season, the Presbyterian Women have engaged the congregation in a study, prayer and giving
project. The offerings from the project will be given to the Colquitt County Food Bank to provide much needed food
for our neighbors. Send a check to the church office and include “Lenten Project” on the memo line.

The Columbia Friendship offering was scheduled for March 15, but church services were cancelled. Please support
the goal of 5 scholarships to Columbia Seminary by donating to this mission. You can mail your donation to the office. Just be sure to note Columbia Friendship in the memo line on your check.

Special Thanks

We offer special appreciation for Melody Jenkins, Steve and Connie Fritz, and Holly Beard for
helping Richard, Doug, Tom, Susan and Penny in preparing and uploading the online services during the pandemic shutdown. Thanks for meeting the unique challenges and making it all possible.

