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From the Pastor’s Desk 
Lent comes from an old English word meaning ‘springtime.’  In our church doings it accents Jesus’ 

temptations and crucifixion as well as human mortality.  I didn’t hear much of Lenten observations as a 

church until the 1980s when the southern branch of Presbyterians reunited with the northern Presbyterians.  

We who lived in the Deep South got a persistent dose of the church calendar and its seasons in the new 

Book of Common Worship.  Until then it was sermon, prayer, song and go home to fried chicken. For the 

most part Ash Wednesday and Maundy Thursday were activities of the Episcopals, Catholics and Luther-

ans.  Now we honor them and have come to appreciate their emphases.   In reading the scriptures for this 

Sunday, Mark 1:12-13 is accented.  It reads, “And straightway the Spirit drives him into the wilderness. 

And he was in the wilderness for forty days tempted of Satan; and he was with the wild beasts; and the an-

gels ministered unto him.”  The phrase, ‘with the wild beasts’ is intriguing. It does not mean that he was in 

danger of being or threatened or killed by them.  Rather like Adam he was with the animals in a peaceful 

manner.  It was the fulfillment of prophecy in Isaiah 11 where “the wolf shall dwell with the lamb and the 

leopard shall lie down with the baby goat; the young lion with the calf; and a young child shall lead 

them….”   Medieval theology imagined the wilderness as the original site of Eden.  Jesus was the second 

Adam.  He returns to his creation nullifying the damaging effects of the serpent that 

enticed Adam and Eve to cave into sin (Romans 5:18).   As he withstands the temp-

tations he solidifies our path to resistance to evil enabling us to embrace the sure 

word of God. It is all intriguing thought as we live by faith.  Join us for these forty 

days as we journey with Jesus in danger, death and life onto eternal life.  

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gerald A. Little 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,   

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


Announcements 

Sunday, February 21 at 10 a.m. DEVOTIONAL in the Par lor  

Sunday, February 21 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP  

Tuesday, February 23 at 5 p.m. SESSION MEETING 

Tuesday, February 24 at 5:15 p.m. CONGREGATIONAL CARE  

Tuesday, March 2 at 5 p.m. COVID CONSULTATION COMMITTEE 

Presbyterian Women: Lenten Project 
The Presbyterian Women invite you to participate in a Lenten devotional study.  From 

Ash Wednesday through Easter Sunday, simple yet spiritually rich devotions will guide 

you to let go of sin, bad habits, and grudges and to instead trust in God.  With each de-

votion, we encourage you to think about the missionaries who serve our Lord around 

the world. As part of the study, we encourage you to place an offering in the enve-

lope.  The envelopes will be collected on Easter Sunday and the offerings will be given 

to Mission Haven at Columbia Seminary which ministers to missionaries and their families while they are liv-

ing in the U.S. between international assignments.  Devotional packets will be available on the table adjacent 

to the church office. 

Cornerstones Update 
Senior Presbyterians around the county are seeing the light 

at the end of the COVID tunnel. They are somewhere in 

the process of getting their vaccines. They have made it 

through a year of sheltering in place with the help of           

family, friends, and their animals (cats, dogs, parrots,        

turkeys, peacocks or horses).  After many gray winter days, they are ready to let their little 

light shine to brighten the darkness and share their light with others. Everyone can’t wait for the time it is 

safe for them to greet each other in person and worship together in person. 

A year after shutting down for COVID we will start gathering again in a safe way.  

Movie Night -Thursday, March 11 at 5:30—Pizza, popcorn, candy and a movie! 

Cornerstones Meeting - Monday, March 15 at 12:00—Hot chicken salad meal and fun activities. 
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HELPING HANDS 
BOX 

This quarter we are collecting 

items for The Forgotten Initiative 

in the Helping Hands box in the 

Fellowship Hall. When children 

first come into foster care, they 

may arrive with only the inade-

quate clothes on their 

backs. DFACS maintains a closet 

to assist these children and the fos-

ter families with items for their 

first night.  Right now diaper bags 

and all sizes of underwear are par-

ticularly needed.   

Celebrating President’s Day: The four-year-old class in our preschool program  
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Return Services Requested 

When I was told last March that I would need to shelter in place for three weeks, I thought there was no way.  Well, it 

has been eleven months and with God’s help I have survived.  I had my second shot on February 10.  I had a sore, itchy arm 

which I considered minor.  After one more week, I plan to go to a restaurant, sit down, and enjoy a meal. Brady and I have 

not eaten out for eleven months.  I hope that each of you have had your shots and are getting ready to venture out.  We still 

need to be careful but I do not feel like I have in the past about going out. 

I look forward to the day that we can meet and eat at the church.  I pray that we will be able to gather before the end of 

the school year.  The thing that I have missed most is preparing a meal for you and visiting while you eat.  Just know that 

you have been greatly missed. 

 

FOOD FOR THOUGHT 

The devotional that I read today summed up how I felt last March.  I prayed to God that H would not make this isolation 

more than I could handle.  God knew exactly what I was able to bear and what I needed to do to get through this.  He is al-

ways willing to share our burdens. 

In Christ,  

Faye 

INTERACTIONS BETWEEN PERSONALITY TYPES 
Have you ever wondered why you respond the way you do to stressful or joyful situations? Are you curious about your strengths 

and weaknesses and how others might interpret them?  

This FREE enneagram ZOOM seminar scheduled for Saturday, February 27th from 10 am to Noon, led by Flint Presbytery’s 

Deb Tregaskis, will allow us to explore and learn together the enneagram as a way of "reading our souls." Register by Feb. 25 by 

emailing Elizabeth Cantrell at ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org. 

mailto:ecantrell@flintriverpresbytery.org

