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From the Pastor’s Desk 
While flipping through pages in the Bible I came upon Proverbs 24:16 that says, “A righteous person may fall 

seven times and he rises up again.”  It spurred my memory to a statement at a Disney leadership conference.  The 

speaker said that the average entrepreneur will fail seven times before he or she has success. We live in a world of 

‘win and win now.’  Who wants to lose at anything at anytime? But we do and more than we care to remember.  As a 

preacher I like to win new member prospects to my church.  I don’t want them to end up at that church down the 

road. I don’t like losing a tennis match or a big bass on my fishing line either. But I do and I have to come to grips 

with such and learn from my loss. From time to time we all need a course in Failure 101. There were notable failures 

that somehow kept getting up again and again.  For example, Walt Disney was fired early in his career for a lack of 

imagination.  Thomas Edison who invented the light bulb was judged by the educational experts as ‘too stupid to 

learn anything.’  Albert Einstein was deemed by his academic peers as “mentally slow, unsociable and adrift forever 

in his foolish dreams” and expelled from school.   Winston Churchill was labeled an ‘old hopeless misfit’ by the po-

litical pundits but thank God the average citizen thought otherwise in 1940. Mother Theresa called failure ‘the kiss of 

Jesus.’  She said that failure always drove her to the Lord.  I wonder what the majority of folk said of Jesus and his 

odds for success on the day he was crucified.  Kipling’s inscription over Wimbledon’s entrance says it all, “If you 

can meet with Triumph and Disaster and treat those two imposters just the same then you will be a man, my son.”            

I don’t want to lose but I cannot let defeat keep me from trying again and again.  I do be-

lieve that you are never so near to victory as when you are defeated in a good cause.  The 

seventh time may be the charm!  I pray you a good week and remember that no Christian 

goes through life undefeated but they do win in the end.  “This is the victory that overcomes 

the world even our faith! (1 John 5:4).” 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Gerald A. Little 

First Presbyterian Church 
501 First Street, S.E.,   

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

 

To all who are weary and need rest, to all who mourn and need comfort, to all who are lonely and need friendship,  

to all who are glad and would serve others, to all who are complacent and need disturbing,  

to all who sin and need a Savior, this Church opens wide its door in the name of Christ, and bids you welcome. 

http://www.moultriefirstpres.com


Announcements 

Sunday, February 14 at 8:30 a.m. DEACON’S MEETING  

Sunday, February 14 at 10 a.m. DEVOTIONAL in the Par lor  

Sunday, February 14 at 11 a.m. WORSHIP  

THE CHURCH OFFICE WILL BE CLOSED Monday, February 15 

Wednesday, February 17 at 6 p.m. ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE                                            

Tuesday, February 23 at 5 p.m. SESSION MEETING 

 

 
ASH WEDNESDAY SERVICE 

6:00 p.m.  Feb. 17 
Holy Communion and Imposition of Ashes 

Followed by Draping of the Cross 

COVID protocols will be followed. 

Service will be broadcast on YouTube.   

Communion and ashes will be available at 

the church office on Wednesday.   

Lenten devotionals will also be available.  

This week, the Presbyterian Women 

sent some homemade love to our          

college students for Valentines Day. 



DEVOTIONAL IN THE PARLOR 

Come and join us for our new Scripture Devo-

tional in the Parlor at 10:00 am this Sunday. We 

will have a Scripture reading, brief devotional and discussion, and 

a time of fellowship. For those with children, they are more than 

welcome to come to our Children’s Ministry, which will be at the 

same time over in the Stegall Building.  

HELPING 
HANDS BOX 

This quarter we are collecting 

items for The Forgotten Initia-

tive in the Helping Hands box 

in the Fellowship Hall. When 

children first come into foster 

care, they may arrive with only 

the inadequate clothes on their 

backs. DFACS maintains a clos-

et to assist these children and the 

foster families with items for 

their first night.  Right now dia-

per bags and all sizes of under-

wear are particularly needed.   

The flowers in the sanctuary 

 Sunday, February 7th were  

given to the glory of God 

 and in memory of  

Van Staton  

by his family. 

Congregational  

Meeting Report 

Elder Ronnie Reagin put forward 

four new names from the Nominating 

Committee. These people were select-

ed to be added to the nominating  

committee this year: Fred Rossman, 

Kimberly Jacobs, Carrie Lasseter  

and Beth Sheahan.  

Treasurer Terry Johnson reported 

from the Finance Committee that 

FY2020 wrapped up with greater  

revenues than expenses. And he    

presented the 2021 budget to the           

congregation. 

Pastor Nominating Committee 

Chair Dan Jeter spoke briefly about 

the committee’s efforts to find a new 

pastor, going through over 300 PIFs 

and compiling survey information 

from the congregation since begin-

ning in September 2019. He thanked 

Jerry Little for continuing as interim 

pastor and asked for prayers for the 

success of the PNC.  

   MFPC Treasurer’s Report 
Month of JAN:            2021          2020 

Receipts $68,138 $34,786 

Expenses ($38,860)  ($33,524) 

Net Income/Loss $29,278 $1,262 

Presbyterian Women: Lenten Project 
The Presbyterian Women invite you to participate 

in a Lenten devotional study.  From Ash Wednes-

day through Easter Sunday, simple yet spiritually 

rich devotions will guide you to let go of sin, bad 

habits, and grudges and to instead trust in 

God.  With each devotion, we encourage you to 

think about the missionaries who serve our Lord 

around the world. As part of the study, we encour-

age you to place an offering in the envelope.  The envelopes will be col-

lected on Easter Sunday and the offerings will be given to Mission Haven 

at Columbia Seminary which ministers to missionar ies and their  fam-

ilies while they are living in the U.S. between international assign-

ments.  Devotional packets will be available on the table adjacent to the 

church office. 



First Presbyterian Church 

501 First Street SE 

Moultrie, Georgia 31768 

229-985-3158 

Fax:  229-890-9715 

Email: firstpresmoultrie@gmail.com 

www.moultriefirstpres.com 

Return Services Requested 

NOURISHING BODY AND SOUL 

Jop Long and Marty Mathis were the MFPC volunteers who partnered with Union 

Grove House of Prayer to serve over 80 meals last Wednesday, February 3, at the Pathway 

Outreach Kitchen.  

Please consider volunteering to serve on April 7, 2021 

when Faye will be preparing a good, hearty meal for the 

soup kitchen as a mission from our church to local people 

in need.  

The Gospel is shared and hungry bellies are filled. 

Contact the office if you are interested.  

(only those over 18 are eligible to help during the pandemic.) 

Please consider getting the COVID-19 vaccine. The health department is taking names  

for vaccine appointments for frontline workers, first responders and people over 65. If you have not gotten  

an appointment yet, please call 229-589-8464 or 229-352-6567. 


