
 

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS DAY 

December 29, 2019 

 

THE CHURCH GATHERS 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

INTROIT                                   “Fantasia on ‘Adeste Fidelis’”                           arr. L. Smith 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 

CHORAL CALL TO WORSHIP    “Seeking the King”                                         P. Choplin 

*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                  
Leader:    Praise the Lord from the heavens; 

People:   Praise him in the heights above. 

Leader:   Praise him, all his angels; 

People:  Praise him all his heavenly hosts. 

Leader:   Praise him, sun and moon; 

People:  Praise him, all you shinning stars. 

Leader:   Praise him, you highest heavens; 

People:  And you waters above the skies. 

*OPENING HYMN #180             “What Child is This?”              WC Dix / Greensleeves  

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                       

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  

Father in heaven, we confess that we have not always loved you with true devotion. We 

confess that we have often kept score thinking we deserve more. We expect our good 

deeds to earn us credit and rewards. We abandon our faith too easily, we search for easy 

solutions, we treasure the useless and ignore the priceless. We fail to see the wonders 

that cause our souls to sing and too quickly sing the merits of adding more “things” to 

our growing collection. You tell us that less is more, that last is first, that loosing is 

gaining and we close our eyes to your wisdom. We make this confession seeking your 

forgiveness. In Jesus name. Amen (We continue in silence…) 

 

ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS                                                                    
One: Friends, hear and believe the gospel: 

All: In Jesus Christ we are forgiven!  Thanks be to God! 

*JOYFUL RESPONSE #170                  “Joy to the World!”                   arr. G.F. Handel                            

                                   Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ; 

                                                 While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 

                                              Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,  

                                                         Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

*PASSING OF THE PEACE                                                                                            

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER    

                               

WE RESPOND TO GOD WITH OFFERINGS AND PRAISE 

THE OFFERING                                                                                                               

OFFERTORY                                         

*DOXOLOGY                               OLD HUNDREDTH 

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below.  

Praise God above, ye heavenly host; Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost. 

*PRAYER OF DEDICATION          

TIME FOR YOUNG DISCIPLES                                                                                       

        Children 2nd grade or younger may be dismissed to Children’s Church      

                                                                                       

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT READING:                    Isaiah 63:7-9 

ANTHEM                                                   “Fall on Your Knees”                         P. Choplin                         

NEW TESTAMENT READING:                Matthew 2:13-23 

SERMON                                                  “No Strings Attached”                    Rev. Ray Lott 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (The Apostle’s Creed) 

I believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ 

his only Son our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin 

Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; the third day he 

rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of 

God the Father Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic Church; the communion of saints; the 

forgiveness of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 

*Closing Hymn # 193           “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear”       EH Sears / RS Willis 

*BENEDICTION                          “Christ is Born, Nowell! ”                                 P. Choplin 

*POSTLUDE                                       “Laudate Deum”                       Alma F. Baumgardner                            

 
 (*) We stand as we are able   


