
December 24, 2025 



CHRISTMAS EVE COMMUNION  
& CANDLE LIGHTING 

December 24, 2025   
5:30 p.m. 

 

 
THE CHURCH GATHERS 

CHIMING OF THE HOUR 

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE                                                            “Silent Night”                                            Arr.: Carolyne  M. Taylor 

Trey Cox, Piano  
 

GOD CALLS US TO WORSHIP 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH                                                                                            The Ward Family 

CONGREGATION IN UNISON: Glory to God in the highest! Alleluia! Amen! 

 
*RESPONSIVE CALL TO WORSHIP                                                            

Leader: The impossible is about to happen in a stable. 

  The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light; 

People: Those who lived in a land of deep darkness,  

  on them has the light shined! 

 

Leader: This is the evening when creation stood still and held its breath, 

  for God was doing the most unbelievable, dangerous thing. 

People: This is the evening when God embraced humanity 

  from the inside, as one of us, from birth to death. 

 

Leader: In the beginning was the Word,  

  and the Word was with God,  

  and the Word was God. 

People: And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us,  

  full of grace and truth. 

  Amen! 

 
*HYMN #178                                                   “O Come, All Ye Faithful”                                                      Latin hymn 

*CALL TO CONFESSION                                                                                       

*PRAYER OF CONFESSION:  

Lord Jesus, this most holy of nights brings us gladness, grief, and joy. Gladness, because you left the splendor of 

heaven’s glory to come to a dark and cold world, to bring the light and warmth of your kingdom to a world so in 

need of your love, your peace, your joy. Grief, because you came into the world, yet the world did not receive you. 

You came to your own, and your own did not welcome you. And still today, people turn away from you. We turn 

away from you. Sin still scars your creation and the hearts of your own people. And finally, you bring us JOY, 

because you offer perfect forgiveness and full cleansing to all who acknowledge their need of you. Cleanse our 

hearts tonight, Lord Jesus, so that we may welcome you into our world as we have been welcomed. 

Our prayers continue in silence… 

 

*ASSURANCE OF GOD’S FORGIVENESS  

Leader:   Friends, believe the good news of the gospel: 

People:   In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven.  

 



 
 

 

*HYMN #181                                            “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”                           C. Wesley/F. Mendelssohn 

 

THE OFFERING 

OFFERTORY                                                            “The First Noel”                                              Ted Smith/Don Hustad 

Rebecca Brinson, Piano 

Tom Whiddon, Organ  
 

WE PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST READING:                                                        Isaiah 9:2-7 

*HYMN #180                                                      “What Child Is This?”                             William C. Dix/English melody 

SECOND READING:                                                  Luke 2:1-20 

MEDITATION                                                                                                                                       Rev. Rick Douylliez 

 

SPECIAL MUSIC                                                     “O, Holy Night”                                            Rebecca Brinson, Soloist 

Tom Whiddon, Piano  
Trey Cox, Violin  

 

CELEBRATION OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

 Prayer of Thanksgiving, Intercession and the Lord’s Prayer 

Pastor: The Lord be with You. 

People: And also with you. 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts. 

People: We lift them up to the Lord. 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People: It is right to give our thanks and praise. . . . 

 

Communion of the People 

Communion Prayer 

 

*HYMN #184 (Candlelighting)                       “Silent Night, Holy Night”                                         Mohr/Young/Grüber 

 

*CHARGE AND BENEDICTION           

*POSTLUDE                                                  “Good Christian Men, Rejoice”                                Arr.: Anna Laura Page 

Rebecca Brinson, Piano 

Tom Whiddon, Organ  
 
 

(*) We stand as we are able   

 

The flowers in the sanctuary this evening are to the Glory of God. 











 Resident Staff 

Rick Douylliez ........................................................................................................................................................ Transitional Pastor 

Austin Pounds .................................................................................................................................. Director of Christian Education 

Penny Alligood............................................................................................................................................. Administrative Assistant 

Susan Pearson ................................................................................................................................................. Cornerstones Director 

Rebecca Brinson ...................................................................................................................................................... Director of Music 

Tom Whiddon .......................................................................................................................................................................... Organist 

Patty Tyson .................................................................................................................................................... Food Services Manager 

Katrina Harvey ............................................................................................................................................................... Housekeeping 

Kai Smith…………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….Secretarial Assistant 

Marty Mathis………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Treasurer 

Class of 2027 

Elaine Barber 

Laura Perry Johnson 

Marshall McCranie 

Brooks Sheldon 

Class of 2025 

Laura Hall 

Melody Jenkins 

Dan Jeter 

  

Class of 2026 

Paul Herndon 

Aileen McNair 

Joan White 

The Session 

Presbyterian Women Executive Board 
 

Molly Ellis ............................................................................................................................................................................. Moderator 

Nancy Coleman ............................................................................................................................................................ Vice Moderator 

Aileen McNair  ....................................................................................................................................................................... Secretary 

Susan Reagin ........................................................................................................................................................................ Treasurer 

Dottie Ward & Dianne Klar……………………………………………………………………………………………….Spiritual Enrichment 

Laura Keith & Beth Cannon  .......................................................................................................................................... Bereavement  

Holly Beard & Rebecca Peters .............................................................................................................................. Flower Committee 

Lynda Harris & Susan Turner………………………………………………………………………………………………Search Committee 

Melody Jenkins……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………Special Events 

Dianne Klar & Susan Turner ........................................................................................................................... Morning Circle Chairs 

Dottie Ward & Janet Sheldon  ......................................................................................................................... Evening Circle Chairs 

 

 

Men of the Church: Meets one Sunday a month during the school year at 8:30 a.m. (location and dates vary) 

 

 

Preschool 

Anna Davis  ............................................................................................................................................................................. Director 

Hope Keigans & Dawn Davis  ........................................................................................................................................One Year Old 

Mary Madelyn Jacobs  ................................................................................................................................................... Two Year Old 

Aubrey Bennett  ........................................................................................................................................................... Three Year Old 

Marilee Bridges  .............................................................................................................................................................Four Year Old 

✮ ✮ ✮ 

First Presbyterian Church is a congregation of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) and subject to the authority and government of the Flint River           

Presbytery, the Synod of the South Atlantic, and the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 


