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32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in 
Lydda. 33 There he found a man named Aeneas, who was paralyzed and had been 
bedridden for eight years. 34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up 
and roll up your mat.” Immediately Aeneas got up. 35 All those who lived in Lydda and 
Sharon saw him and turned to the Lord. Acts 9:32-43 
34 “Aeneas,” Peter said to him, “Jesus Christ heals you. Get up and roll up your mat.” 
36 In Joppa there was a disciple named Tabitha (in Greek her name is Dorcas); she was 
always doing good and helping the poor. 37 About that time she became sick and died, and 
her body was washed and placed in an upstairs room. 38 Lydda was near Joppa; so when 
the disciples heard that Peter was in Lydda, they sent two men to him and urged him, 
“Please come at once!” 
39 Peter went with them, and when he arrived he was taken upstairs to the room. All the 
widows stood around him, crying and showing him the robes and other clothing that 
Dorcas had made while she was still with them. 
40 Peter sent them all out of the room; then he got down on his knees and prayed. Turning 
toward the dead woman, he said, “Tabitha, get up.” She opened her eyes, and seeing 
Peter she sat up. 41 He took her by the hand and helped her to her feet. Then he called for 
the believers, especially the widows, and presented her to them alive. 42 This became 
known all over Joppa, and many people believed in the Lord. 43 Peter stayed in Joppa for 
some time with a tanner named Simon. 
Luke recorded two back-to-back accounts of Peter being used to minister 
healing. In the first, a paralyzed man is completely healed. In the second, a 
woman is raised from the dead. There are three important lessons we should 
learn from these two healings.  
Before I dive too deeply into these two accounts, I want to mention something 
that is easily overlooked in this passage.  
The narrative ends by mentioning Peter stayed in Joppa for “some time” staying 
with a tanner named Simon.  
The significance is this: the inns in those days were seedy places. There was 
moral danger lurking there. It would have been unwise for Peter to have to have 
an extended stay at the local inn. How much better it was that Simon the tanner 
opened up his home to Peter.  
In my travels as an evangelist, I have been welcomed into many homes and 
been treated very well. There have been a few times when the accommodations 
were not very nice. But I the worst I ever heard of was a neighboring pastor of a 
tiny church had plans to bring in C.M. Ward to hold a tent revival for him.  If you 
don’t know C.M. Ward, he was the speaker for Revivaltime Radio, the 
Assemblies of God radio program broadcast on ABC radio. Revivaltime was 
rated by ABC to be the top religious radio program in many parts of the country. 
Over the period of 25 years, C.M. Ward preached 1300 weekly sermons on over 
650 stations and never repeated a single sermon. C.M. Ward was a legend.  
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The town did not even have a motel. I asked him how he planned to provide 
accommodations for C.M. Ward and he said, he was going to put a cot in one of 
the Sunday School rooms. I told him emphatically he was not going to do that!  
Christian hospitality is a priceless thing!  

I. Bringing	In	The	Experts	
The disciples in Joppa heard Peter was in Lydda, ten miles away, and quickly 
fetched him to pray for Dorcas. We probably have some questions about that.  
Why did they need Peter? Couldn’t they have prayed themselves? Isn’t it all the 
work of God and He can work through anyone? 
These are valid questions. We have to remember that disciples are people in 
training. They can be found to have many different levels of faith and spiritual 
maturity.   
Second, some people truly are especially gifted in certain areas. Remember 
there are nine gifts of the Spirit and Paul urges us to eagerly desire the greater 
gifts. There are some people who have more success in praying for healing than 
others. That doesn’t mean God cannot use anyone is such a manner, but gifts 
often match personal traits. For instance, someone who has strong faith is more 
likely to be used in the gift of healing than someone who is a chronic doubter and 
skeptic. Someone who has been miraculously healed might find it easier to 
believe for healing than someone who has not had that experience.   

II. All	the	glory	and	honor	belongs	to	God	
Peter did not steal the glory. He made it abundantly clear he was operating in 
behalf of Jesus and Jesus was the healer.  
It is noteworthy that Peter operated in supernatural gifts, but did now allow that to 
corrupt him. Modern day ministers seem to enjoy the fame that goes along the 
occurrence of miraculous healings. In total contrast to what modern day ministers 
do, Peter did not establish his own ministry, his own following, and turn this 
ministry into an opportunity for personal gain. There is something very admirable 
and revealing about the wording Peter used in the first healing:  
“Jesus Christ heals you.” Since these people would not know automatically who 
to give credit to, Peter is quick to point them to Jesus as deserving the credit.  
In the second story, Peter kneels beside the bed. It is an act that clearly implies 
he is relying on God for this miracle, not pretending the power would come from 
himself.  

III. These	miracles	put	the	focus	on	God		
Many “turned to God” and “believed in God.”  
Miracles have two main purposes: First, to meet a need in a supernatural way. 
Second, to glorify God and draw people to Him.  
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It is unfortunate how popular it has become today to turn signs and wonders (or 
the appearance of such) into a sideshow. There weren’t meant to merely be, as 
one popular west coast pastor suggests, “Signs that make you wonder.”  
These miracles at the hand of Peter did far more than make people wonder. 
Magicians and illusionists like David Blaine and Penn & Teller can make you 
wonder. These miracles magnified God and drew people to Him and they “turned 
to God” and “believed in God.” Any function or use of these things outside of their 
intended purpose becomes shameless exploitation.  

IV. Ministry	is	for	All	Believers	
 We might be guilty of thinking of ministry in very limited terms, such as 
ministry=pastoring a church, going as a missionary to a foreign field, etc.  
Ministry is far more than that.  
Ministry is fundamentally operating in our gifts so we can, through God’s love and 
in His behalf, effectively minister to the needs of others. 
First, let’s take a look at Romans 12 
4 For just as each of us has one body with many members, and these members do not all 
have the same function, 5 so in Christ we, though many, form one body, and each 
member belongs to all the others. 6 We have different gifts, according to the grace given 
to each of us. If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your 
faith; 7 if it is serving, then serve; if it is teaching, then teach; 8 if it is to encourage, then 
give encouragement; if it is giving, then give generously; if it is to lead, do it diligently; if 
it is to show mercy, do it cheerfully. (vss 4-8) 

The example of Dorcas is inspiring. She must have been gifted with the gifts of 
serving and administering mercy. With those two gifts, look at how she impacted 
her community! That scene Peter saw when he arrived is very telling. Widows 
attending her death bed, clinging to the garments Dorcas had made for the 
needy. They may have admired her craftsmanship, but they unquestionably were 
admiring her loving generosity, her care and concern for others. Her hand-crafted 
garments were the evidence of her ministry. The room full of mourners were the 
evidence of her impact. It didn’t matter if she impacted thousands or just a 
handful of acquaintances.  
It doesn’t matter if you don’t impact thousands. You have people in your circle of 
acquaintance you can impact. You have neighbors. How have you impacted 
them yet? You have co-workers. How have you reached out to them? Do you 
identify with any gifting listed in Romans?  

V. God	Has	No	Celebrities!	
One of my most prized possessions is a needle point plaque a lady gave to me 
when I first entered the ministry. The message reads, “God has no celebrites, 
only servants.” Below is the name of the person credited with the quote: Mark 
Buntain. 
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That simple message has been a priceless reminder to me of how important it is 
to remain humble in the kingdom work.  
The apostles are recognized as having a special status in the formation of the 
early church. They are foundational stones. They are skilled, trained, and 
empowered leaders. They have influence. They have authority. And among 
those, Peter stands out as one of the most prominent individuals in this elite 
group. Peter would be a rock star today because of his status.  
But notice this about Peter.  
32 As Peter traveled about the country, he went to visit the Lord’s people who lived in 
Lydda. 

Here is what this verse tells us about Peter. He was out doing the work. He was 
not management. He was labor. He was not calling the shots from headquarters. 
He was in the trenches.  
He visited the saints at Lydda and encountered an opportunity to minister. He 
was not primarily on a mission as an evangelist. He was on a follow up visit to 
the saints. The big kahuna was out making the rounds.  
Obviously, he could not be everywhere and meet everyone, but the fact is, he 
was involved.  
Peter never allowed himself to take on the celebrity status and become isolated 
from the work he had been personally trained for. But don’t think for one minute 
the opportunity did not present itself. We have already read (in chapter 5) how 
the people scrambled to be near Peter, even laying people strategically in a 
position so that Peter’s shadow might possibly fall on them as he passed. This 
shows that there was a strong potential for people to idolize Peter.  
 


