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Mark 12:1-11 

I. 	God	is	Patient	
Jesus then began to speak to them in parables: “A man planted a vineyard. He put a wall 
around it, dug a pit for the winepress and built a watchtower. Then he rented the vineyard 
to some farmers and moved to another place. 2 At harvest time he sent a servant to the 
tenants to collect from them some of the fruit of the vineyard. 3 But they seized him, beat 
him and sent him away empty-handed.4 Then he sent another servant to them; they struck 
this man on the head and treated him shamefully. 5 He sent still another, and that one they 
killed. He sent many others; some of them they beat, others they killed. 
This parable creates a great deal of emotional tension. The tenants were 
entrusted with the vineyard, yet they form a mutiny against the owner. 
Presumably the sympathies of decent, logical, honest, and fair-minded folks 
would be with the farmer, not with the rebels who plotted to cheat the farmer.  
However, you might find it interesting to know that modern day liberal revisionists 
– those who try to force modern day social issues into scripture – have taken the 
side of the tenants. One such modern commentator entitles this portion of 
scripture, “Peasant Revolt and the Spiral of Violence.” The farmer is pictured as 
an oppressive capitalist who cruelly requires a larger and larger portion of the 
profits until the poor tenants are unable to make a living for themselves. Of 
course, you can see how that “spin” fits nicely with the modern day mentality that 
all successful people have built their empire by victimizing and abusing the poor. 
But that is a shamefully dishonest exegesis (textual interpretation) of scripture. In 
fact it is a prime example of the dangerous practice known as “eisegetics” 
(forcing one’s own biases or agenda into a text). Beware the rising popularity of 
“eisegetics”.  
Next, we are emotionally impacted by the increasingly brutal treatment of the 
farmer’s servants. The drama intensifies as we wonder why the farmer continues 
to send more servants into this hostile environment given the fact we know what 
peril awaits them. And ultimately, the farmer sends his own son. We will address 
that later. 
We read this parable with a keen interest in the interpretation and its application 
to us. Therefore, one of the major points of the parable is set forth in this portion 
– the patience of God. The farmer sending multiple messengers to collect the 
debt insinuates that if the tenants merely lived up to the original agreement, all 
would be well. One can clearly see than a less patient farmer would have taken 
the first action of abusing his servant as grounds for driving the tenants off the 
land and getting new tenants he could trust. These people are dangerous and 
untrustworthy. Get them out now and get someone trustworthy in there. But the 
farmer kept sending individuals to simply collect the rent. That is remarkable 
patience. That is patience beyond what I imagine myself exercising. After the first 
servant is beaten, I would have made plans to evict these people. They are bad 
news. But the repeated efforts of the farmer to give the tenants opportunities to 
do the right thing is remarkable patience.  
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That speaks to God’s patience with Israel throughout history. The tenants are 
Israel, stewards of God’s earthly kingdom. They are to faithfully look after God’s 
concerns here on earth. They are to faithfully represent him to the world. They 
are to give to God what rightfully belongs to him and honor him as their superior.  
The servants are the prophets and messengers God sent to Israel to call them 
back to obedience, back to God’s original purpose and calling. History clearly 
shows these prophets were often rejected by Israel and cruelly treated.  
Jesus attested to this when he said, 
"Jerusalem, Jerusalem, you who kill the prophets and stone those sent to you, 
how often I have longed to gather your children together, as a hen gathers her 
chicks under her wings, and you were not willing.” Matthew 23:37 
For centuries God had sent messengers to Israel demanding they pay proper 
honor and respect to God as faithful stewards should, but when Jesus arrived, 
Israel still had not turned back to God. Not only had they killed the prophets God 
sent to them, they were about to kill His Son.  

II. Do	Not	Take	Advantage	of	God’s	Patience	
7 “But the tenants said to one another, ‘This is the heir. Come, let’s kill him, and the 
inheritance will be ours.’ 8 So they took him and killed him, and threw him out of the 
vineyard. 

9 “What then will the owner of the vineyard do? He will come and kill those tenants and 
give the vineyard to others.  

God is patient, but there does come a point then God sees people are not willing 
to cooperate and his patience turns to judgment.  
How sad that people take advantage of God’s patience.  
People tend to take advantage of God’s patience. Be careful never to mistake 
His patience for disregard, or approval. Sometimes people are tempted to think if 
God has not taken immediate corrective action, it must not be very important to 
Him. Sometimes they think God’s silence implies approval. And sometimes 
people dismiss God’s wrath because they have lived under His grace and mercy 
and patience for too long. Little children learn this easily. You tell them if they 
don’t get their act together, you are going to wear them out, but they don’t believe 
you because you keep giving them warnings. Then one day you have had all you 
are going to take, and you explode. Then they wonder, “Well, where did that 
come from?”  
We can all be thankful God is a patient God. But if you have been playing games 
with God for too long; if you have made repeated promises that you continue to 
break; if you haven’t grown one spiritual inch in the past 10 years; if you are not 
fighting against the habits and practices that you know do not please God but 
you just keep on travelling down the same old road, you are taking advantage of 
God’s patience. If you are not making progress, you will find His patience coming 
to a sudden end. I promise you – you do not want to find yourself at the end of 
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God’s patience. What has the Holy Spirit been pressing you about? What is it 
you know you need to do better? In what area of your life do you need to pick up 
your game? You need to, but you just haven’t done it yet because God has been 
patient and you think you still have all kinds of time. When God’s patience runs 
out and suddenly your job is not there to provide you the security; your health is 
suddenly gone; your family is suddenly torn; everything was great last week and 
this week you are facing circumstances you never dreamed would come; God’s 
blessings have been lifted from your life and you now have to make it all by 
yourself because you have been living too long like you didn’t particularly need 
God anyway; what you are going to do then? You took advantage of his patience 
and his patience came to a screeching halt.  

III. If	God	Can’t	Work	Through	You,	He	Will	Work	Around	You	
In the parable, the farmer realizes the tenants have killed his son. Now the 
farmer takes matters into his own hands. He comes and slaughters all the 
tenants and gives the vineyard to others.  
God never loses. God’s purpose is never thwarted by those who oppose him, or 
by those who refuse to obey him. God’s purpose will be done. He will move the 
opposition out of the way and bring in a new crew, but His purpose will ultimately 
prevail. Nobody stops the plan of God. At best, they only reroute it.  
God wants to work through you. But if you refuse to yield to Him and let Him work 
through you, you are the only one who will suffer. God will move you out of the 
way and He will work through someone else. For God, executing His will is far 
more important than who it is executed through.  
If God cannot use Westside for his glory and for the advancement of his 
kingdom, he will move Westside out of the way and work through someone else. 
People who are lazy get in God’s way. People who are carnal get in God’s way. 
People who are too self-important steal the honor and the limelight get in God’s 
way. People who are fearful get in God’s way. People who have no faith get in 
God’s way. When Jack Hayford assumed the pastorate Church On The Way in 
Van Nuys, California, it was just a tiny church down the street from a 
megachurch. Every Sunday Jack would watch the cars pour into the parking lot 
of the other church while he couldn’t attract enough people to fill the tiny parking 
lot at his own church. He grew frustrated and bitter, asking God why this other 
church could have thousands and he could not draw but only a handful. Jack 
says it was in one of his self- pity moments that he felt God speak to him, “Jack, 
don’t think too small. You will only get in my way!”  

IV. The	Significance	of	the	Son	
We have been studying some of the parable of Jesus, specifically what we call 
the “three point parables” because the structure of the parable lends itself to 
three major points, usually typified by three major characters (or groups) in the 
parable. This parable is unique because there is an important point to be made 
by a fourth character. While the parable of the wedding feast mention the king’s 
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son, the son did not play a major role in the parable or the interpretation, neither 
was there any prominent spiritual message implied by the character.  
But here, the mention of the son plays a more significant role. So after we have 
drawn the three major points out of this parable that we learn from the actions of 
the king, the original tenants, and the replacement tenants, we have to recognize 
the parable is not complete until we deal with the significance of the son.  
In point one I talked about the elements of the story that create emotional 
tension. Particularly disturbing to our expectations, this farmer sends his own son 
to confront the malicious mob that has already severely beaten or killed every 
messenger that has been sent. This was designed to evoke a calculated 
response in us. If I put myself into the place of the farmer, I can’t see me sending 
my own son into a dangerous and extremely volatile situation like this.  
The farmer’s logic is pitiable. He reasons, “They will respect my son!”  
They didn’t.  
The farmer says, “Surely they will respect my son!” It is very likely the tenants 
saw the son arrive and theorized the old farmer wasn’t even alive anymore, 
otherwise he would have come himself. Therefore, it makes sense that when the 
son arrived, they believed the only thing now that stood between them and 
complete ownership of the land was to kill the only living heir. After all, in that 
culture (like in ours) they recognized possession as 9/10ths of the law. Kill the 
son, (the one they believed to be the only surviving heir) and win the land.  
There is not much to allegorize in these details. The Jews did not believe God 
was dead and Jesus was the heir and killing him would win them the kingdom. 
None of that translates. It is mere detail to flesh out the story of how the son in 
the parable came to be killed.  
But the point that IS being made is that the Jews rejected God’s authority over 
them and refused to do His will. In the process God removed them and brought 
in anyone who would fill the position willingly. In this parable, the death of the son 
was not the main point, but a collateral casualty of the conflict. The only detail 
that serves as an allegory is the fact the Jews did indeed kill God’s Son. But 
rejecting his son was the ultimate act of rejecting God and refusing to be used to 
carry out his will here on earth.  
For us, that means we cannot please God without welcoming the Son and 
welcoming the message he brings from the Father. He calls us out of our 
rebellion and into obedience to the Father. Jesus has ascended to the Father, 
but He has sent us the Holy Spirit to continue to call us to the Father. He calls us 
to obedience. He calls to us when we step out of line. The Father watches in 
patience, but don’t take advantage of His patience. Today is the day of salvation. 
If you have been saved, today is a new day to keep pressing forward into deeper 
obedience to the Lord God never quits calling us higher, so don’t stop. If you stop 
growing, you start dying. If you quit listening to the Holy Spirit, you risk the end of 
God’s patience.  


