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Now Jesus learned that the Pharisees had heard that he was gaining and baptizing more 
disciples than John— 2 although in fact it was not Jesus who baptized, but his disciples. 
3 So he left Judea and went back once more to Galilee. (Jn 4:1-3) 

I. God	  Always	  Has	  a	  Plan	  
This chapter tells the famous story of the Samaritan woman having a life-
impacting encounter with Jesus at the well. The woman is drawing water and 
Jesus asks her to draw water for Him. The story is rich in cultural conflict and 
tension because of the social taboos of a man having public social interaction 
with a woman, because of Jew sharing water with a Samaritan, because of a 
Priest risking being seen socializing with a woman who was notorious for 
sleeping around.  
But before we get too deep into the story, we need to consider how this meeting 
came to happen.  
Scripture says, “When Jesus learned the Pharisees had heard he was gaining 
more disciples than John, He left Judea and went back to Galilee.”  
That is the first evidence in this passage of Christ following a plan in His life. The 
very next statement provides even more evidence.  
4 Now he had to go through Samaria. 5 So he came to a town in Samaria called Sychar, 
near the plot of ground Jacob had given to his son Joseph. 6 Jacob’s well was there, and 
Jesus, tired as he was from the journey, sat down by the well. It was about noon. 

A. Why	  did	  He	  have	  to	  go	  through	  Samaria?	  	  
There were two logical routes to choose from. The route through Samaria was an 
ancient path called the way of the patriarchs, was the most convenient path, and 
would have taken about three days. The alternate route was longer and less 
convenient and was a road where Jews would very commonly encounter 
Gentiles. Jews had two considerations: travel through Samaria and have to deal 
with the greatly despised Samaritans, or travel around Samaria and deal with 
encountering Gentiles. Neither was a welcome thought to Jews, but many chose 
the longer route because Samaritans were more despised than Gentiles.  
Jesus had to pass through Samaria. It was a divine appointment. He had no 
anxiety about avoiding Samaritans for they needed a Savior as much as anyone.  
We just don’t get everything in life we want. We spend most of our life coping 
with the hand that has been dealt to us and dreaming of what is must be like to 
live a privileged life in which we have our dream job, we have our dream spouse, 
we have our dream home,  we drive the car of our dreams, we take dream 
vacations, and have perfect children who excel at every sport, bring home 
straight A’s, never complain, never sass, always clean up their own mess, and 
are content to sit and talk with you for hours on end.  
Unfortunately, a recent Gallup poll suggests more than 70% of people hate their 
job. Few people have ever taken their dream vacation, and all married couples 
quickly discovered honeymoons are way too short, then we have to deal with 
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reality in our marriage for the rest of our lives. You don’t always get what you 
want. Sometimes choices are made for you that you don’t like. Sometimes you 
wonder why you are stuck in this miserable state of existence, while everyone 
around you is living their dream. But what we fail to grasp is God always has a 
plan. More often than not, it is in your struggles that God is revealed. It is in your 
discomfort that you discover God’s purpose for your life.  
It is not about living your dream, it is about letting God work through you in 
whatever circumstances you find yourself in. Christ’s disciples were going to 
learn that a journey through Samaria would be a God-appointed journey.  

II. All	  Lives	  Matter	  
At noon, it was hot, Jesus was tired, and it was common practice in those days 
and that culture to take their ancient siesta during the hottest part of the day. 
They stopped at Jacob’s well where Jesus sat down while the rest of the 
disciples went into town to buy food. This is when Jesus and the Samaritan 
woman have their famous theological discussion.  
It is not hard to imagine the cultural and social tension in this story. This woman 
represented multiple taboos. She was a half-breed Samaritan woman with a 
shady past. Everything about her made her a social outcast as far as Jews were 
concerned. And Jesus broke every social rule and crossed every cultural 
boundary.  
Jesus was tearing down the social and cultural barriers. He had no time for man-
made rules, human prejucides, racial, cultural or gender discrimination, cultural 
taboos, or political correctness. He came to seek and to save the lost. Sin and 
lost-ness tied all of humanity together into one group. Jews mattered. Gentiles 
mattered. Samaritans mattered. Women mattered. Men mattered. Little children 
mattered. Tax collectors mattered. Fishermen mattered. Publicans mattered.  
Is there a more timely message for today? Prejudice and racism has existed 
throughout the history of man. The Jews were a separated people that developed 
a hardened attitude toward anyone different from their own culture, so it had to 
be confusing and irritating for the disciples to return to see Jesus crossing 
cultural taboo lines, and I am quite sure his disciples were forced to consider if 
they really trusted this man they had chosen to follow. It was one of many 
watershed moments they would have in following Him. 
It is imperative we keep the attitude of Jesus in the midst of all the confusing 
issues we are facing today. If all lives truly matter, we have to be careful not to be 
pulled into the mindset of the world around us. We see racial tensions rising 
around us unlike anything we have seen in decades. We see hatred and violence 
against people groups that is turning America into a war zone. Immigration 
issues have become political hot potatoes and Americans are choosing sides. 
But in the midst of this we have to remember that the business of the church is 
still evangelism and ministry, and those things are easy to forget when we 
choose political positions over Kingdom positions. Tensions are rising between 
Muslims and Christians around the world. There are pictures almost weekly of 
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ISIS beheading Christians who refuse to renounce their faith. It is tempting to 
have more hate for our persecutors than compassion. But Jesus wanted us to 
discipline ourselves to always remember all lives matter. Jews need Jesus. 
Muslims need Jesus. Atheists need Jesus. We are deeply concerned about the 
massive illegal immigration problem and how that will impact our nation. But not 
one single presidential candidate has reminded us how many immigrants need 
Jesus. If we forget the Great Commission because are focused on American 
Patriotism and American populism, the church will have lost its identity and 
purpose.  

III. Time	  to	  Face	  The	  Truth	  
A. Spiritual	  blindness	  

Jesus opened the conversation. “Will you give me a drink?” The woman was 
stunned. She never expected a man, a Jew, to make a gentle request like that.  
And Jesus directs the conversation with precision. “If you knew the gift of God 
and who it is that asked you for a drink, you would have asked him and he would 
have given you living water.”  
And at this point we see a strong similarity to the previous story of Nicodemus. 
Jesus speaks of spiritual things and these people think in earthly terms. 
Nicodemus didn’t understand being born again as a spiritual thing and this 
woman could not quit thinking about real wells and buckets and ropes and water. 
Even as Jesus continues to tell of this special water that, once you drink, you 
never thirst again, the woman wants some of that water.  

B. Honestly	  confronting	  your	  sins	  
Jesus ties this woman’s need for water to her sinful sexual lifestyle, but she is 
evasive. She doesn’t know whom she is talking to. She tries to manipulate the 
conversation with carefully chosen responses.  
Jesus reveals her life. The Jewish law allowed for three husbands, (which was 
very lenient), and who knows what Samaritan laws allowed for. After the fifth 
husband, she no longer felt the process of marriage was necessary or beneficial 
so she just started live-in arrangements. And this was a problem in her life Jesus 
was forcing her to address. He was pressing her to confront truth in her life.  
Jesus was making it clear that drinking of the water that gives eternal life requires 
people to necessarily confront the truth about themselves and address their 
issues. This is consistent with the teachings of Christ. It is may be a modern day 
practice to offer cheap grace and unconditional salvation but that was never the 
message of Christ. His teachings on discipleship were demanding, requiring self-
discipline and lifestyle choices that honor God.  
I can see the standards of Christianity slipping in America. It hasn’t happened 
overnight, but has been a gradual process for several decades. We are seeing 
compromises in decency and purity and integrity. It hasn’t been too long ago the 
church was well known for taking a firm but unpopular stand against the use of 
alcohol. But subsequent generations laughed at the old standards and freely 
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incorporated social drinking into their Christian lifestyle. The church historically 
held strong to sexual purity, but today couples are living together outside of 
marriage and still carrying on in church like it is perfectly normal. It used to be the 
church encouraged people to get control of their mouth, their language and 
speak with decency and respect. But the language of the younger generations in 
church has grown coarser and more vulgar, inspired by groundbreaking young 
preachers who throw a few curse words into their sermons for the shock effect.  
Our standards are slipping and people don’t want to be confronted with the truth. 
They just want this miracle water that makes you never thirst again, but don’t 
meddle in their lifestyle. They don’t want boundaries and rules. They have lost 
their sense of the holiness of God.  

1. Her	  side-‐step	  
Instead of confronting her shameful lifestyle, she tries to engage Jesus in a 
debate about worship –Whose temple was the proper place to worship? In 
Samaria or in Jerusalem? And Jesus modeled something valuable for us: don’t 
get caught up in arguments with people you are trying to witness to. They will use 
the argument as a shield against the truth you are trying to share.  
Jesus put the age old debate to rest when He explained God is not as concerned 
about location as He is the condition of the heart. God must be worshiped in spirit 
and in truth. And she had not yet reached either qualifying point.  
Worshiping in spirit. That means worship is not something you do. It is the way 
you live.  
The woman has very little knowledge of spiritual things, but she is aware her 
religion believes there is a Messiah that will someday come and explain 
everything. In other words, she may have found Christ’s answers too complicated 
to process, but one day when the Messiah would come, it would all be made 
simple and clear. That is when Jesus clearly says, “I am He.”  
End of conversation. She had to deal with the bold proclamation. She either had 
to accept his claim he was the prophesied Messiah, or completely ignore him. 
She put her trust in Him, went into town and began to spread the word she had 
found the Messiah. It is the most curious turn of events you can imagine. Their 
culture had been permeated with this distant belief that some day Messiah would 
come. Their scholars searched the scriptures. Their religious leaders kept looking 
for evidence of his coming. Their finest theologians perhaps suggested when He 
would come and what he would look like and act like. But nobody in their wildest 
imagination every dreamed it would be miss Loosey Goosey who would actually 
find the Messiah. And it was no accident. Christ could have revealed himself to 
the Samaritan community through anyone, but he chose this worldly woman. He 
knew what He was doing. And revival hit Samaria.  
39 Many of the Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s 
testimony, “He told me everything I ever did.” 40 So when the Samaritans came to him, 
they urged him to stay with them, and he stayed two days. 41 And because of his words 
many more became believers. 
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Can you see the potential of what can happen when someone is willing to drop 
their wall of pride, face the truth about themselves and put their faith in Christ? 
Family members can be brought in. Neighbors can be brought in. People on the 
street can be brought in. If we can just get people to put down their pride and 
come to Jesus, you could be responsible for leading hundreds or even thousands 
into Heaven by your one act of submission and faith.  

The	  reason	  we	  don't	  see	  our	  need	  of	  a	  Savior	  is	  we	  don’t	  see	  ourselves	  as	  sinners.	  
We	  might	  sleep	  around,	  but	  we	  are	  not	  fornicators.	  We	  might	  cheat	  on	  our	  
spouse,	  but	  we	  are	  not	  adulterers.	  We	  might	  get	  drunk	  but	  we	  are	  not	  drunkards.	  
We	  might	  lie,	  but	  we	  are	  not	  liars.	  We	  know	  we	  sin,	  we	  are	  not	  sinners.	  We	  
consider	  ourselves	  good	  people.	  But	  the	  moment	  of	  truth	  is	  this.	  You	  have	  to	  
come	  to	  Jesus	  just	  as	  you	  are	  before	  you	  can	  drink	  the	  water	  of	  salvation.	   


