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10 “You are Israel’s teacher,” said Jesus, “and do you not understand these things? 
11 Very truly I tell you, we speak of what we know, and we testify to what we have seen, 
but still you people do not accept our testimony. 12 I have spoken to you of earthly things 
and you do not believe; how then will you believe if I speak of heavenly things? 13 No 
one has ever gone into heaven except the one who came from heaven—the Son of Man. 
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

16 For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes 
in him shall not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 
18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands 
condemned already because they have not believed in the name of God’s one and only 
Son.  

I. To	  Provide	  a	  Remedy	  
Christ points back to an OT story of Israel in the wilderness.  
Having just been given a miraculous victory over the Canaanites, Israel then 
packs up and moves back toward the Red Sea, skirting around the land of Edom. 
On this particular journey, the people began to murmur and complain about being 
stuck in the wilderness and they complained against God and Moses.  
“Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the wilderness, for there is no bread 
or water, and we detest this worthless food.”  (Numbers 21) 
They were tired of the wilderness. They were sick of the daily manna. People 
were beginning to panic and their negativity became infectious as many people 
joined in and picked up the hopeless, negative complaint, “We are all just going 
to die out here!!” Well, this angered God because He had already proven beyond 
any reasonable doubt His ability to provide for them, but nothing He did kept 
them from doubting and complaining and despairing. Not only had they had it, 
God was pushed to the limits with their behavior and He sent poisonous snakes 
into their camp.  
How many of you, when you were growing up, pushed the whining and 
complaining too far and finally someone said, “OK. You want something to 
complain about? I will give you something to complain about!”  
You really want to be careful about pushing God too far. Your daily provisions by 
His hand can turn to judgment.  Yesterday, they stepped out of their tents and 
found manna on the ground. The next day, they found deadly snakes.  
People were getting bitten by the snakes and were dying.  
Then the people came to Moses and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against 
the Lord and you.”  

“Pray to the Lord that He would take away the snakes from us.”  
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That was one of the most effective evangelism tools ever used. Send a plague of 
poisonous snakes and people everywhere start repenting.  
The people begged Moses to pray for them that the Lord would take the snakes 
away. God didn’t remove the snakes, but he provided a remedy. God ordered 
Moses to make a bronze snake and mount it on a pole. Anyone bitten by a snake 
needed to look at the bronze serpent and they would live.  
Notice some of the subtle details in this plan.  

A. God	  could	  have	  removed	  the	  snakes	  but	  He	  didn’t.	  The	  danger	  was	  still	  
there.	  God	  instead	  provided	  a	  remedy.	  	  

People wonder why God doesn’t just remove evil from our midst. People 
continuously question why God allows starvation and murder and child abuse. 
Why doesn't he stop rapists and molestors?  
Charles Templeton was a famous evangelist who at one time toured with Billy 
Graham holding crusades around the world. He helped start the popular ministry 
Youth for Christ. Yet Charles could not explain why bad things happened in this 
word without God interfering. Templeton saw the cover of a popular news 
magazine showing people starving in a famine stricken land and could not shake 
the horrible thought that if there really was a God, he would certainly intervene in 
behalf of these poor people. Templeton walked away from the ministry, walked 
away from God, became a world famous atheist and spent the rest of his life 
writing against God and Christianity.  
God didn’t remove the snakes. God hasn’t removed sin. But He has provided a 
remedy.  

B. Second,	  the	  remedy	  required	  some	  personal	  investment.	  
Think about how this scene actually played out. The community was perhaps as 
large as 2 million people. They would be camped out for miles around.  
In this sprawling camp, there was one pole and bronze serpent for 2 million 
people. If a person was bitten by a snake, they had to get to the snake and look 
at it. It wasn’t enough to know there was a bronze snake. It wasn’t enough to 
believe their would be healing by looking at the bronze snake. You had to go to 
the snake.  
Jesus very plainly likened his pending death on Calvary to this OT story.  
14 Just as Moses lifted up the snake in the wilderness, so the Son of Man must be lifted 
up, 15 that everyone who believes may have eternal life in him.” 

It is not enough to believe Jesus was a real person in history. It is not enough to 
believe He was actually crucified or even to believe He was resurrected. You 
have to make your personal trek to the cross. Nobody can go for you and you 
can’t find the remedy without making the journey. You have to get to the cross. 
Of course, I speak metaphorically, but what I mean is you have to have a 
personal encounter with Jesus. That is what I mean by getting to the cross. We 
have a number of popular hymns that emphasized this metaphorical concept. 
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“Kneel at the Cross.” “I Believe in a Hill Called Mt Calvary”. “I will cherish that Old 
Rugged Cross where my trophies at last I lay down. ”At the Cross, where I first 
saw the light and the burden of my heart rolled away.”  
You have to get to the Cross. You have to understand it was there that Christ 
made the supreme sacrifice for your failures. It may not always seem convenient, 
but you have to get to the Cross. That walk down to the altar may look a mile 
long, but you have to get to the cross. We have been infected with the poison of 
sin and we desperately need a remedy. Without a remedy we will die.  

II. To	  Demonstrate	  Supreme	  Love	  
John 3:16 is the heartbeat of the Gospel. Every Christian should be able to quote 
John 3:16. If you cannot, get busy. This is your homework.  
However, the complete message is found by grouping verses 16, 17 and 18 
together. They flow together and should not be separated.  

A. The	  first	  point	  of	  this	  passage	  is	  the	  emphasis	  on	  God’s	  love.	  “For	  God	  so	  
loved…”.	  	  

“So loved”. His love is incomprehensible. His love is indescribable. His love 
transcends anything we know on Earth. The Jews did not understand God as 
particularly a God of love. He tried to tell them, but they never were able to grasp 
the love of God as a compelling fact in their service to Him. He tried to tell them 
He was jealous for them. He tried to tell them that when they drifted off into 
idolatry that God felt like they were committing adultery against Him. They still 
didn’t get it. In a bold and unprecedented way, God used the prophet Hosea to 
demonstrate His love for His people. Curiously, God commanded Hosea to go 
find a woman with a reputation for bedding down with every man she could 
corner and take her for his wife and have children Hosea did just that. He married 
her and she bore a son, a daughter, and another son. Then Hosea’s wife left him. 
The call of the wild was greater than the call of wifehood and motherhood. She 
left Hosea and went back to the streets. She fell deeper into her sins than ever 
before. God told Hosea to go find his wife and love her like he loved her before. 
Hosea went looking, but found his wife on the auction block, a filthy, broken, 
disheveled, shadow of the person she once was. Her beauty was marred by the 
years of sin and abuse. Her body was bent, her eyes vacant, and she was aged 
horribly beyond her years. She had been used and abused by the careless crowd 
until there was nothing left of any value. Like a worn out piece of machinery, she 
was sent to auction to fetch whatever some foolish bidder would offer. Hosea 
won the bid at merely half the price of a female slave, proving she had little value 
left. And Hosea took that wayward wife and told her, “We are going home. You 
are not going to walk the streets anymore. You are not going to die in the gutter. 
You are not going to love any other man because no other man will ever love you 
like I do. I am bringing you home and you are going to be a wife to me and a 
mother to your children.”  
And that is the message God had for Israel. It doesn’t matter how far you have 
gone. It doesn’t matter what you have done. Your life may be of little worth for all 
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the mistakes you have made, but God didn’t pick you off the auction block for half 
the price of a slave. He found the most precious treasure in Heaven and paid the 
ultimate price, even when there were no other bidders. He could have bought 
you at a bargain basement price, but He paid for you with the price of His only 
begotten Son.  
“For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son.” That is the 
magnificent, indescribable, incomparable love that God gave us. 
God did it so we could have everlasting life. But don’t leave out the contrast: 
“Shall not perish, but have everlasting life.” That is important. That points to the 
dark side of John 3:16. We don’t like to talk about the dark side. We are 
enamored with God’s love and His gift of eternal life. We just slide over “should 
not perish.” But if we continue to read, we cannot miss it.  

B. To	  Seek	  and	  Save,	  Not	  Seek	  and	  Destroy	  
17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the 
world through him. 

He came to bring something to the world that the world needed, something that 
the world didn’t have.  
Christ didn’t come to bring condemnation. The world already had that. They were 
already condemned. 
18 Whoever does not believe is condemned already.  
Christ didn’t come to condemn. The world is already condemned. Condemned 
and doomed. Ready to perish. Lost. Dying. Guilty and condemned. And the most 
unsettling aspect of this is the fact that the condemnation is now. We are not 
talking about perhaps someday when you stand before God he might condemn 
you. We are talking about godless people condemned here and now. Where you 
stand. Where you sit. In your current form. Christ came not to prevent us from 
future condemnation, but to deliver us from our current state of condemnation. 
Not to keep us from but to take us out of. On death row, that final journey from 
the prison cell to the place of execution is known as “dead man walking.” They 
fully understand the present hopeless condition. They know they are already 
condemned and as good as dead. We just have a hard time getting the lost to 
understand the same thing. Christless multitudes are dead men and dead 
women walking.  
And Christ continues on this thought.  

III. The	  Verdict	  Is	  In	  
19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but people loved darkness instead 
of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will 
not come into the light for fear that their deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by 
the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that what they have done has 
been done in the sight of God. 
The final three verses neatly summarize chapters one and two. John again picks 
up on the motif of light and darkness he introduced in chapter one.  
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Perhaps the most important truth in these verses is that John points out that what 
people do is a clear manifestation of who they truly are. People tend to want to 
believe that they can separate their talk from their walk. They talk a great talk and 
convince themselves that is their true identity. But your true identity is found in 
your behavior.  
Everyone who does evil (behavior) hates the light (character) and will not come 
into the light for fear their deeds will be exposed.  
Whoever lives by the truth (behavior) comes into the light (character).  
Those who walk in darkness cannot compensate by talking a good talk. Their 
deeds are evil because they are children of darkness.  
This is the classic “Light vs. Darkness” confrontation. Darkness, hating, and evil 
doing are all juxtaposed against light, truth, and godly works. There is no hybrid, 
no blending. The delineation is stark.  
One of John’s prominent themes in his writings is the unmistakable connection 
between being and doing; that “believing” is more than a mental activity, it is a 
way of life.  
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whosoever 
believeth in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 
John’s message is loud and clear. “Whosoever believes” is more than mental 
assent. You can’t just make a mental choice to agree with today’s message and 
think you have received eternal life. John teaches us that believing and receiving 
Christ is following Christ.  
And that is what the Cross is all about. It was a rescue mission. It was a means 
to provide a remedy. It was a prominent emblem erected in the midst of 
humanity, all of whom had fallen victim to the poisonous wound inflicted by sin.  
You need to get to the cross. You need to run to the cross. You need to look on 
Him who took all of your sins upon Himself and paid your ransom. You need a 
remedy for your fatal disease and time is running out.  
 
 


