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29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who 
takes away the sin of the world! 30 This is the one I meant when I said, ‘A man who comes after 
me has surpassed me because he was before me.’ 31 I myself did not know him, but the reason I 
came baptizing with water was that he might be revealed to Israel.” 
32 Then John gave this testimony: “I saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and 
remain on him. 33 And I myself did not know him, but the one who sent me to baptize with 
water told me, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will 
baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ 34 I have seen and I testify that this is God’s Chosen One.” 
35 The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. 36 When he saw Jesus passing 
by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!” 

I. The	  Lamb	  
A. Christ	  is	  the	  Lamb	  of	  God	  

John very clearly and very powerfully invokes the Passover motif. The other Gospel 
writers never made this connection, but twice in this short passage John records the 
Baptist’s unique claim, “Behold the Lamb of God”. Here is what lies behind the 
Passover motif.  
John causes the reader to ponder the elements of the OT Passover and the Jewish 
reader would have had much more powerful and graphic mental images than the 
modern day reader. One remarkable characteristic of the Passover was that it was a 
bloody event. Passover was a celebration that looked back on the time in Egypt when 
God spared the Hebrews who smeared blood on the sides and tops of the door frames 
to spare them from the plague of the death of all first born in Egypt. After leaving Egypt, 
the children of Israel continued to observe Passover. The Jews were very well 
acquainted with Passover and the sacrificial lamb. So John points them to the ultimate 
sacrificial Lamb. The Lamb that takes away the sins of the world 
And John used language that indicated the sins are removed. They are gone. This was 
far more than covering sins. The blood does not cover your sins.  
This is important to grasp. We sometimes miss the most important fundamentals of our 
faith. There have been illustrations used in children’s SS classes and Children’s Church 
in which the word “Sin” is written in red. Then a red transparency (representing the 
blood) is placed over the word and the word “sin” is not detectable. The object lesson is 
God cannot see your sins because they are under the blood. That is problematic on 
multiple levels. It not only implies the sins have merely been hidden, it also subtly 
implies God is limited in His power and easily hoodwinked.  
But when John says the Lamb “takes away the sins of the world” he is describing 
something far more miraculous than that little illustration. He implies the sins are 
removed. They are gone. They are not hidden under the blood, they are removed by the 
blood. Men can hide their sins, (and even then they do not do a good job) but they 
cannot remove their sins. Only God can do that.  
This radically new concept of sins being removed was an important theological point for 
John. There are many other passages in the remainder of John’s gospel that are built 
around the idea of people hopelessly dying in their sins. In these other passages, John 
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makes it clear man is a helpless, hopeless victim of sin unless God intervenes. And that 
intervention is made possible by the Lamb that takes away the sins of the world.  

B. Christ	  is	  the	  Great	  Baptizer	  
John the Baptist’s testimony is as follows: 

1. Christ	  came	  to	  be	  the	  supreme	  sacrificial	  lamb	  of	  God	  who	  would	  bring	  a	  
complete	  remedy	  for	  the	  sins	  of	  the	  entire	  world.	  The	  OT	  system	  of	  annually	  
sacrificing	  the	  lamb	  would	  no	  longer	  be	  necessary.	  

2. The	  man	  John	  would	  introduce	  to	  the	  world	  was	  the	  eternal	  God	  existent	  
from	  the	  ageless	  past	  

3. Even	  though	  John	  was	  a	  cousin	  to	  Christ,	  he	  did	  not	  fully	  understand	  him	  to	  
be	  the	  promised	  Messiah,	  God	  incarnate,	  until	  that	  was	  revealed	  to	  him	  by	  the	  
Spirit	  of	  God.	  John	  said,	  “I	  did	  not	  know	  Him.”	  He	  knew	  him,	  but	  he	  did	  not	  
know	  who	  He	  really	  was.	  	  

We are reminded of the exchange between Christ and Peter when Christ asked Peter, 
“Who do you say that I am?” and Peter replied, “You are the Christ, the Son of the living 
God.” Jesus said, “this was not revealed to you by flesh and blood but by my Father in 
Heaven.”  
That is why the world is so blind concerning Jesus. The evidence of His identity has not 
been put on full display for the casual and careless world to see. The evidence is there, 
but it is not in your face. The full revelation of Christ as the Son of God comes to those 
who are seeking the truth, not to those who despise the truth.  

4. John	  only	  baptized	  with	  water	  as	  a	  ministry	  that	  would	  point	  people	  to	  Christ.	  
But	  Christ	  would	  baptize	  with	  the	  Holy	  Spirit.	  	  

This is John’s account: “I saw the Spirit come down from Heaven as a dove and remain 
on Him.”  
We can’t understand precisely what John saw, but John clearly understood it as clear 
evidence the Spirit descended on Christ and remained on Christ permanently. John 
said, “God told me that the one on whom I would see the Spirit descend and remain, 
that would be he one who would baptize others in the Holy Spirit. I have both seen and 
testified that this is the man.” 
This unquestionably refers to the ministry of the Holy Spirit to all believers that keeps us 
connected to God in Christ’s physical absence from this world. While Christ walked 
upon this earth, He personally ministered to those who encountered Him. He personally 
trained a handful of men to be His disciples and equipped them to handle the birth of 
the new church. But after Christ ascended He sent the Holy Spirit to continue the work. 
We have not been left alone. The Holy Spirit is here to guide us, to comfort us, to 
empower us. When Christ walked on this earth, people could not serve God and please 
Him if they rejected Christ. Today, you cannot serve God and please Him if you reject 
the Holy Spirit who is the agent who carries on the ministry of Christ. And you cannot 
have a relationship with the Holy Spirit if you live an unholy life. The Holy Spirit speaks 
to us and guides us into all truth. The Holy Spirit warns us against those things which 
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displease God. We have conveniently talked about having a conscience, but the Holy 
Spirit is really the voice that points out right and wrong. If you think you have no 
conscience, in reality you have no fellowship with the Holy Spirit. And if you do not have 
any fellowship with the Holy Spirit, you have no fellowship with Christ.  
Does it grieve you that people speak hatefully about God? Does it break your heart that 
this generation hates the Bible? Does it bother your conscience that Madonna says she 
thinks the sight of a naked man hanging on a cross is sexy? Does is grieve your spirit 
that Kathy Griffin accepted her Emmy award by saying, "A lot of people come up here 
and thank Jesus for this award. I want you to know that no one had less to do with this 
award than Jesus.” Then she cursed Jesus. Does that grieve your spirit?  
Are you offended that the moral truths taught us in the Bible are being changed by 
people today who don’t want their wicked lifestyle condemned? Does that offend you? 
Do you have a conscience? Do you cringe when people curse God? Jesus promised to 
send the Holy Spirit to guide us, but if you are not offended by the vulgarities of this 
world, you need to find that connection with the Holy Spirit that Christ promised. And the 
only way to find that connection is to commit yourself to Christ because He alone is the 
Baptizer.  

II. The	  Leader	  (vss.	  35-‐50)	  
John the Baptist had done his job well. Even though not all of John’s disciples made the 
connection, there were immediately two of his disciples who left John and started 
following Jesus. This was at the second time John pointed to Jesus and declared, 
“Look, the Lamb of God.”  

A. What	  do	  you	  want?	  
These two disciples then started following Jesus and Jesus turned around and asked 
them “What do you want?”  
This is the ultimate question of every person who encounters Christ. What do you want?  
There are a wide variety of reasons people come to Christ, but not all of them are noble. 
But the definitive question is, “What do you want?”  

1. There	  are	  those	  who	  follow	  Christ	  because	  they	  have	  witnessed	  an	  element	  
of	  excitement.	  	  

It might be the crowds, it might be the miracles, it might be the free fish and bread. But 
they are drawn to the excitement. They won’t last. The same thing happens when a 
church has an epic revival. People flock to see what is going on. Those who are drawn 
to the excitement are gone when things begin to die down and return to normal. They 
run around looking for the action, but they can’t settle in and be satisfied with the 
everyday normalities of serving Christ.  

2. There	  are	  some	  who	  are	  looking	  for	  a	  port	  in	  the	  time	  of	  a	  storm.	  
Like the ten lepers who came to Christ for a healing, only one returned. After these 
people get through their difficult time, they don’t need Jesus anymore. They came to 
Him begging for deliverance or healing or badly in need of a rescue. They didn’t come 
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to Jesus to follow Him or dedicate their life to Him. They came to take from Him. After 
they have robbed Him, they are gone.  

3. But	  there	  are	  some	  who	  realize	  Jesus	  is	  the	  answer	  to	  all	  life’s	  hardest	  
questions.	  They	  come	  to	  Him	  because	  they	  realize	  life	  is	  devoid	  of	  meaning	  
without	  God	  in	  their	  life.	  These	  are	  the	  one’s	  who	  become	  His	  disciples.	  	  

B. Come	  and	  See	  
They gave this awkward response. “Where are you staying?” Jesus said, “Come and 
see.” They followed him to his lodging and spent the day with him. After spending time 
with Jesus, they were convinced He was the Messiah.  
This was the beginning of the team Christ would put together. One of the men who left 
John and followed Jesus was a man named Andrew. He made the switch. He followed 
John until John pointed him to Jesus and then he followed Jesus. That was the way it 
was supposed to work. Andrew was so impressed with his afternoon experience with 
Christ that he went and found his brother Simon and said, “We have found the 
Messiah”, and brought Simon to Jesus. The first thing Jesus did was change Simon’s 
name.  
 “Cephas” was an Aramaic word for “rock” or “stone”. “Peter” was the Greek translation 
of the Aramaic word and also meant “rock”. There was no evidence either of those 
words were previously used as proper names in either language. This was a nickname. 
So, Andrew introduces his brother to Jesus. “This is my brother, Simon.” Jesus says, 
“From now on I am going to call you “Rocky”. And He did, most of the time. When Jesus 
got real serious with Him, He called him by his given name.  
31“Simon, Simon, Satan has asked to sift all of you as wheat. 32But I have prayed for you, 
Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when you have turned back, strengthen your brothers.” 

33But he replied, “Lord, I am ready to go with you to prison and to death.” 
34Jesus answered, “I tell you, Peter, before the rooster crows today, you will deny three times 
that you know me.” 
The nickname stuck. We don’t have 1 and 2 Simon, we have 1 and 2 Peter. And Peter 
opens his first letter calling himself by his nickname: “Peter, and apostle of Jesus.” In his 
second letter he calls himself “Simon Peter, a servant and apostle of Jesus Christ.” 

C. Who	  Found	  Whom?	  
The first disciple directly called by Christ was Philip. He challenges Philip, “Follow Me.” 
And Philip did.  
But then Philip found Nathanael and says, “We have found the one Moses wrote about 
and the one about whom the prophets spoke. He is Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.”  
First, it is an interesting twist that Jesus found Philip and Philip goes and tells 
Nathanael, “Guess who I found?” Philip didn't really find Jesus. Jesus wasn’t the one 
who was lost. Jesus found Philip. Jesus is seeking you. You are the one that is lost. You 
don’t find Jesus. You just come to a revelation about Him.  
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Next, let’s remember, it was the Jewish religious leaders who were very confused about 
the prophecies of Moses and the prophets, but Philip puts them all together in Jesus. 
He is the mysterious Prophet Moses spoke about and He is the Messiah the prophets 
promised. He is the complete fulfillment.  
Nathanael’s response is this: “Nazareth? Can anything good come out of Nazareth?” 
This statement epitomizes the prejudices and preconceived notions held by the Jews. 
People were judged by the towns they lived in, just like people often pre-judge others by 
what part of town they live in. Nazareth was a lowly village populated by lowly people. 
How could the Messiah come from such humble surroundings? Christ did not fit 
Nathanael’s preconceived ideas about a Messiah. And what did Philip say? “Come and 
see”. Just check it out for yourself. Put away all of your prejudgment and just check out 
Jesus. People need to do the same thing today. Forget all the negative garbage 
everyone else has fed you. Check Him out for yourself. Give Him a try.  

III. The	  Ladder	  
Jesus proved himself to Nathanael by using what we would call a word of knowledge – 
knowledge supernaturally gained that is not readily apparent. Jesus knew Nathanael 
had been studying under the fig tree, even though He had not physically seen him. It 
was enough to leave Nathanael in awe of the supernatural abilities of Christ, and 
Nathanael confessed, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; You are the King of Israel”.  
But even more interesting is Christ’s response to Nathanael.  
Did that impress you, Nathanael? You haven’t seen anything yet! If you follow Me, you 
will see even greater things. You will see Heaven opened up and angels ascending and 
descending on the Son of Man.  
By using that language, Christ pointed back to the OT story concerning Jacob. Jacob 
was on the run. His brother Esau threatened to kill him for having stolen Esau’s 
birthright. As night fell, Jacob stopped to rest. He found a rock to use as a pillow and fell 
asleep. But he dreamed an unusual dream that night. He saw a stairway stretching from 
Earth to Heaven and the Heavenly angels were walking up and down on it. For Jacob, it 
was symbolic of God’s presence being with Him; it was the bridge that connected 
Heaven to Earth – God to man. Jacob named the place Bethel – the House of God.  
And Christ uses that story to illustrate that He had come to be the permanent 
connection between God and man. Christ truly was tenting among men. He was the 
House of God. His presence was real among men and wherever God is there will be 
miracles. You haven’t seen anything yet!!  
 

 
 


