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15 (John testified concerning him. He cried out, saying, “This is the one I spoke about when I 
said, ‘He who comes after me has surpassed me because he was before me.’”) 16 Out of his 
fullness we have all received grace in place of grace already given. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever seen God, but 
the one and only Son, who is himself God and is in closest relationship with the Father, has 
made him known. 

I. Prologue	  conclusion	  
John closes out this prologue with three summary thoughts. 

A. The	  first	  point	  is	  the	  focus	  on	  Christ.	  John	  the	  gospel	  re-‐emphasizes	  John	  the	  
Baptist’s	  testimony	  concerning	  Christ.	  Again,	  we	  see	  John	  the	  gospel	  writer’s	  
concern	  with	  the	  Baptist’s	  disciples	  missing	  the	  point	  of	  the	  ministry	  –	  to	  point	  
people	  to	  Christ.	  	  

B. The	  second	  summary	  point	  is	  the	  superiority	  of	  Christ	  over	  Moses.	  Moses	  gave	  
the	  law,	  but	  Christ	  gave	  truth	  and	  grace.	  	  

C. The	  third	  point	  is	  our	  approach	  to	  God	  made	  possible	  through	  Christ	  
The OT mentality was that God was unapproachable and indeed we have many 
scriptures in which God kept men at a distance from beholding Him in his glory. 
Jacob could wrestle with God, but God had not revealed Himself to Jacob in His 
fullness. Moses could talk with God, but Moses was forbidden to behold God in His 
fullness. Moses was allowed only to partially catch a glimpse of God as He passed 
by. Even that had a powerful physical effect on Moses.  
John reminds his readers of the fact that historically God had limited man’s approach 
to Him. But Christ broke new ground. Christ’s incarnation gave humankind the most 
up-close-and-personal glimpse of God anyone has ever known since Adam and Eve. 
Christ made God more fully known to us.  
If we tried to make a composite character sketch of God by information gleaned from 
the OT, we would see God as powerful, but perhaps unpredictable and certainly 
unapproachable.  
Christ incarnate showed us the tenderness and compassion of God. Christ showed 
us His mercy. Christ revealed to us His grace, for John said, “Out of His fullness we 
have all received grace in place of grace already given.”  
Now, having made the case of Christ’s deity, and having made the case for Christ’s 
mission (that is, to empower people to become the children of God), John concludes 
the prologue and moves on to more about John the Baptist. 
The account of John the Baptizer was important enough to be included in all four 
gospels.  

II. John	  the	  Baptist	  Sets	  The	  Record	  Straight	  	  (vss.	  19-‐42)	  
A. Here	  come	  the	  investigators	  
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This is the first dialogue recorded in John’s gospel and it is an interrogation of John 
the Baptist by Jewish priests and Levites.  
Incidentally, make a mental note for yourself. When you see John mention “the Jews” 
in his book, He typically uses that to refer to the adversaries of Christ, and probably 
gives us some insight into the ongoing tension John and fellow Christians felt from 
the Jewish community that rejected Jesus.  
These Jewish religious leaders were puzzled by John the Baptist. They just didn’t 
know quite what to make of him, so they ask him directly, “Who are you?” John 
answered, “I am not the Messiah,” which implies that the Jews were speculating that 
he was. In fact the Jews’ response also indicates the same when they said, “Then, 
who are you?”  
And they began to offer alternative theories that had also been floated. “Are you 
Elijah”? “Are you the prophet”?  

B. These	  two	  questions	  give	  us	  a	  glimpse	  of	  the	  confusing	  theories	  the	  Jews	  had	  
about	  prophecies	  in	  the	  OT.	  	  

First, there were a variety of opinions about prophecies concerning the coming 
Messiah. Some even speculated there were be two Messiahs – one from the line of 
David and one from the line of the OT priesthood.  
Next, they Jews had various thoughts about Elijah returning in person. For one, they 
believed he had never died because of his translation. Second, Malachi prophesies 
that God will send Elijah before that dreaded day of the Lord.  
Third, the Jews asked if he was “the Prophet”. This comes from the promise in 
Deuteronomy when Moses said, “The Lord will raise up for you like me from among 
you.” The Jews were still trying to figure that one out.  Many scholars believe that to 
be a reference to Christ, but the Jews did not necessarily make the connection to 
their Messiah. They expected a Messiah, and they expected some mysterious 
prophet prophesied by Moses.  
We see three specific questions and John the Baptizer’s answer are, “I am not”, “I am 
not”, and “No”. The significance is the culture of the Jews demanding two or three 
witnesses to satisfy their criteria. Since John is writing this as a response to the 
unbelieving Jews, He must first dismantle some of their superstitions concerning the 
Baptist. Here are three witnesses from John’s own mouth concerning his identity. The 
matter should be settled satisfactorily by Jewish standards.  

C. The	  stubborn	  argument	  of	  the	  Jews	  
“Why do you baptize if you are not Elijah, or the Messiah, or the Prophet? 
Here we see John’s classic answer, 
 “26 “I baptize with water,” John replied, “but among you stands one you do not know. 27 He 
is the one who comes after me, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie.” 

III. Taking	  Up	  The	  Mantle	  of	  John	  
A. John,	  the	  shrinking	  prophet	  
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There is no doubt the seductive seeds of flattery were planted by the enemy. The 
Jews were looking for someone they could honor and they gave John every 
opportunity to seize the moment to himself. He could have pretended he was Elijah 
or the Messiah, but he refused to take the bait. He could have even played upon the 
vague “Prophet” spoken of by Moses and gained for himself a following. But John 
was focused on his role. He was not seduced by the flattering opportunity presented 
by the Jews. Even their insistence that he was more significant than he claimed to be 
was the kind of temptation Hell uses to seduce people. He refused to steal any glory. 
He refused to distract from Jesus. It is a pathetic shame how often workers in God’s 
kingdom attain to celebrity status and do not reject the honor placed on them. No one 
who promotes themselves or their own name or their own ministry truly lifts up Jesus.  
You can find any number of television evangelists who will preach or teach on some 
Biblical principle of increase. It is a popular, feel-good topic. Everyone wants to know 
the secret of “more”. It sells books. It draws crowds. It brings in offerings. But you 
might die waiting to hear one of them preach a sermon on the Biblical principle of 
decrease. It is not popular, but it is vital.  
John the Baptist completely embodied the doctrine of decrease. We run across John 
the Baptist again in the third chapter where he and Christ are both at the river 
baptizing. When John’s disciples express a bit of jealousy and annoyance with Jesus 
gaining more attention than John, John appropriately responds, “He must increase; I 
must decrease”. That is the less popular but infinitely more important message from 
Scripture – the law of decrease. The law of increase is always about success. The 
law of decrease is about humility and nothingness.  

B. John,	  the	  road	  builder	  
John proclaimed himself to be “the voice of one crying in the wilderness, ‘Make 
straight the way of the Lord.’” 
We must see ourselves as people who prepare the way of the Lord into the lives of 
other people. We must take our task as road builder seriously. Preparing the way of 
the Lord means making it easy for people to come to Christ.  

IV. Let’s	  Take	  Up	  The	  Mantle	  
John the Baptist sees his mission as building a road that will connect people with 
Christ. Any mention of road building in that area and that culture would have 
immediately brought to mind the difficulty of the task.  
The terminology used by Isaiah and quoted by John the Baptist gives us powerful 
imagery. Building a smooth road in Israel would have been a monumental feat. 
Israel’s geography was challenging and difficult to navigate especially with primitive 
technology.  

A. Road	  Building	  means	  removing	  obstacles	  

1. Natural	  obstacles	  
There are by nature many obstacles in the way of people coming to the Lord. 
Spiritual road-builders make it their mission to remove the obstacles and objections.  
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In order to build a convenient road to bring people to Christ, we have to remove the 
obstacles that occur naturally in the lives of people. 
They have fears. Fears of losing freedom. Fears of losing normalcy. Fears of joining 
a strange religious cult that will manipulate them. They have heard things about 
church. They wonder when the snakes are coming out.  
They have issues. They don’t know what to do with their baggage. We need to help 
them understand we bring our baggage to Jesus and He takes our burdens away 
from us.  

2. There	  are	  obstacles	  placed	  in	  their	  path	  by	  the	  bad	  reputation	  of	  corrupt	  
people	  in	  the	  Kingdom.	  

We know there are too many people who always want to point to corrupt priests or 
clergy who were discovered having affairs or molesting children or stealing money 
and they write off all of Christianity because of the wolves.  

3. There	  are	  obstacles	  placed	  in	  the	  path	  by	  clumsy	  Christians	  who	  do	  not	  
keep	  it	  their	  focus	  to	  represent	  Jesus	  to	  a	  lost	  and	  dying	  world.	  	  

Unfortunately, I have seen too many Christians who make it look like a very 
unpleasant journey to come to Christ. I have even seen people who are not only NOT 
road builders, they are barricaders. They make the road all but impassable. 

B. Road	  building	  means	  making	  a	  path	  that	  leads	  to	  Jesus.	  	  
In the spirit of the baptizer, we cannot rob glory from God. We cannot build a 
kingdom unto ourselves. We cannot exalt the church or the preacher or the program 
or the ministry higher than Jesus.  

C. Not	  everyone	  is	  reachable	  
John recognized that he was introducing Jesus to a people who didn’t know Him. 
They were the OT experts. They were the people who diligently studied scripture so 
they could find their Messiah. Yet John discovered him and the experts couldn’t see 
Him.  
“Among you stands one you do not know” (vs 26) 

John the Baptist brought his revelation before the religious leaders of Israel. They 
earnestly and diligently sought for their Messiah, but when John introduced them to 
Christ, they rejected him. They were more willing to consider John as the Messiah 
than the real Messiah. They were a blind and stubborn mess.  
You may spend your life building roads for others to come to Christ, but not all will 
come. It can be disheartening to prepare the way and have people decline the offer. 
Don’t give up. Don’t quit. We are called to sow and water, but God gives the 
increase. Let’s commit to be faithful like John and leave the rest up to God.  
  


