
What Will It Take For You To Believe? 

 1 

We now enter the eighth division of the book of John, the Resurrection stories.  
This section is the summit of the book, just as the resurrection is the pinnacle of 
Christianity. Were it not for the resurrection, there would be no Christianity as we 
know it to be today. There would be no good news to preach. There would be no 
power to minister to people. There would be no salvation, no church, no mission, no 
hope. The apostle Paul describes a world without a risen Christ .  
14 And if Christ has not been raised, then our preaching is futile and your faith is empty. 
15 Also, we are found to be false witnesses about God, because we have testified against 
God that he raised Christ from the dead, when in reality he did not raise him, if indeed the 
dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then not even Christ has been raised. 
17 And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is useless; you are still in your sins. 
18 Furthermore, those who have fallen asleep in Christ have also perished. 19 For if only in 
this life we have hope in Christ, we should be pitied more than anyone. (I Cor 15 NET) 

This section of John, the resurrection section, is divided into six events as follows.  
Mary Magdalene at the tomb (part 1) 
Peter and the beloved Disciples at the tomb 
Mary Magdalene at the tomb (part 2) 
Jesus’ appearance to the disciples behind closed doors. 
The story of Thomas  
John’s summary of the main purpose of his gospel.  
The first five stories all have to do with the process of becoming a believer.  
In a strange twist, I want to start with the last two verses in this chapter because 
these two verses give us the theme not only for the entire gospel, but also for this 
chapter.  
30 Now Jesus performed many other miraculous signs in the presence of the disciples, 
which are not recorded in this book. 31 But these are recorded so that you may believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

I. Groping	in	darkness	
Now very early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came 
to the tomb and saw that the stone had been moved away from the entrance. 2 So she went 
running to Simon Peter and the other disciple whom Jesus loved and told them, “They have 
taken the Lord from the tomb, and we don’t know where they have put him!” 3 Then Peter 
and the other disciple set out to go to the tomb. 4 The two were running together, but the 
other disciple ran faster than Peter and reached the tomb first. 5 He bent down and saw the 
strips of linen cloth lying there, but he did not go in. 6 Then Simon Peter, who had been 
following him, arrived and went right into the tomb. He saw the strips of linen cloth lying 
there, 7 and the face cloth, which had been around Jesus’ head, not lying with the strips of 
linen cloth but rolled up in a place by itself. 8 Then the other disciple, who had reached the 
tomb first, came in, and he saw and believed. 9 (For they did not yet understand the scripture 
that Jesus must rise from the dead.) 
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The other gospels reveal there were as many as five and perhaps more women 
who went to the tomb. John’s account does not contradict the other gospel 
accounts, but John chose to focus on Mary Magdalene.  
John makes specific note of the fact that Mary arrived  at the tomb “very early, while 
it was still dark.”  
It is subtle, but nonetheless true, that John used comments about time and 
temperature to make theological observations.  
John used the same technic when he mentioned Nicodemus came to Jesus at 
night. The darkness of night paralleled the spiritual darkness Nicodemus walked in.  
He used the same technic when he wrote in the 10th chapter, “It was winter and 
Jesus was walking in the temple area of Solomon’s porch.” The coldness of winter 
helped describe the spiritual condition of the Jewish leaders who came and 
surrounded Jesus. The scene is a dark, cold scene, both literally and figuratively.  
He used the same technic when he wrote about Jesus dismissing Judas from the 
Passover meal to go do what he had to do. Then John writes, “Now it was night.” 
The implication is quite clear.  
In this passage, Mary Magdalene arrived at the tomb and she was still in darkness, 
literally and figuratively. She found the stone moved, but she was still in the dark. 
She ran to tell Peter and John what she had seen but she was still in the dark. They 
all returned to the tomb, but they were still in the dark. Surely the Sun was slowly 
rising and dawn was breaking, but they were still in the dark. The disciples saw the 
empty tomb and John wrote about “the other disciple” (who would have been 
himself) and pointed to this as the point at which he “believed.” The Peter and John 
returned home but Mary stayed behind at the tomb and just wept. She was still in 
the dark.  
While she was weeping and wailing in front of that empty tomb, two angel appeared 
in the spot where the body of Jesus had been laid, one at the head, the other at the 
feet. The angels are deeply curious about Mary’s behavior. One angel said, 
“Women, why are you weeping?” They don’t understand. The tomb is empty. Jesus 
is risen. Why is this woman weeping?  
Mary replies, “They have taken my Lord away and I don’t know where they have put 
him.” She is still in the dark.  
She turns around and she saw Jesus standing there and she didn’t even know it 
was Jesus because she as still in the dark.  
Jesus said to her, “Woman, why are you weeping? Who are you looking for?”  
She thought Jesus was the gardener, because she was still in the dark.  
Mary gave a similar reply to Jesus as she did the angels. “Sir, if you have carried 
him away, tell me where you have put him and I will take him.”  
I suggest that the condition of Mary typifies all the people who are so close to the 
truth but are still clueless. All the evidence is there, but they can’t grasp the simple 
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truth that is confronting them. There are a variety of things that can blind us to the 
truth.  

A. One	such	barrier	is	when	we	have	preconceived	notions.		
We already have our mind made up. Mary was programmed to believe one thing 
only – Jesus was dead. She saw him die. She saw his body being wrapped in the 
death shroud and laid on the stone slab. The only way Mary can explain the missing 
body is to suggest someone has opened the tomb and moved the body.  
There are plenty of people today who cannot grasp the truth about God, the truth of 
the gospel, the truth about Jesus because they have preconceived notions. They 
reject the true teachings of Biblical morality because of preconceived notions. 
Perhaps they have been programmed by their parents or their guardians in their 
upbringing to believe that God is a myth, a crutch for emotionally crippled people. 
They have been taught that the Bible is a deeply flawed work of man that is 
outdated and completely irrelevant for our modern culture. They have been 
brainwashed by our secular society that there is no such thing as moral absolutes 
and it is narrow-minded and judgmental to call anything a sin.  
These preconceived notions are crippling. Mary was talking to Jesus and believed 
him to be a gardener because she was programmed to believe Jesus was dead, 
and the clear evidence in front of her was not yet enough to change her mind.  

B. Another	barrier	that	blinds	us	to	truth	is	pride	
We don’t like being wrong. We can be so protective of our pet theories and 
philosophies of life. It is not easy, after having lived the majority of our life as though 
God was unimportant, to suddenly be confronted with the inconvenient truth that 
one day every human will stand before God and give an account of their life. It is 
embarrassing to admit we have been on a fool’s errand. We stubbornly cling to our 
home made philosophies all we need to do is be a good person and be kind to one 
another and somehow in the great cosmic economy everything turns out all right.  
This was the problem of the Jewish leaders who witnessed Jesus doing miracles 
yet continued to try to explain everything away. When Jesus healed the blind man, 
the stubborn Jews insisted the whole thing was some kind of hoax. Perhaps the 
man was never blind to begin with. And the blind man was thoroughly vexed by their 
arrogance and finally summed it up this way: “I only know one thing. I once was 
blind and now I see!” Boom! That is all there is to it! Truth and reality trumps all the 
theories and philosophies of mankind.  

C. Another	barrier	to	that	blinds	us	to	truth	is	our	bias	against	the	miraculous.		
We dwell in the realm of the possible and carry a measure of skepticism about 
miracles. Let’s be fair about this. We need to have a certain amount of skepticism 
when people claim miracles. Gullible people have collectively been bilked out of 
fortunes because they believed something that was too good to be true. We 
probably have people here today that ordered a product from a fast talking 
salesman on one of those television info-mercials that proved to be worthless. They 
made their product seem to do miraculous things, but in reality you could have 
walked outside and set your money of fire and been just as well off.  
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Even within the Christian community we need a healthy measure of skepticism. 
There are shysters among us. We can’t just buy into every person who comes along 
and pretends to operate in the supernatural. God doesn’t expect us to be gullible. 
Jesus told his disciples to be wise as serpents and harmless as doves. Fraudulent 
ministers have been exposed using ear-pieces to receive information while 
purporting to exercise the gift of the word of knowledge. They have been exposed 
using plants in their audience to simulate miraculous healings. They have been 
exposed making grandiose claims about miracles in their ministry that never 
happened, but they continued packing out auditoriums and miraculously relieving 
thousands of people of their hard-earned money.  
But God is still in the miracle working business. He doesn’t want us to be gullible, 
but he doesn’t want us to be blind and foolish. If God is going to perform a miracle, 
he will provide adequate proof.  
Mary did not have her heart set to receive a miracle because she was convinced 
Jesus was dead.  

II. The	dawning	of	the	truth	
Then Jesus said, “Mary”, and the lights came on. That is all it took. Now she knows 
she is talking to the resurrected Christ. God will provide what you need to believe.  
For John, the beloved disciple, all it took was an empty tomb. The Bible says, “He 
came in, he saw, and he believed.”  
For Mary, she believed when Jesus spoke her name.  
Thomas represented a group of people who require harder evidence. John saw the 
empty tomb and believed. Jesus spoke personally to Mary and she believed. Jesus 
walked through locked doors to appear to the disciples, showed them his hands and 
his side, and they believed. But Thomas was not with them at that time. When the 
disciples told Thomas they had seen the Lord and he was alive, Thomas did not 
accept the testimony of his brethren. He said, “Unless I can see the wounds and put 
my finger into the wounds in his hands and my hands into the wound in his side, I 
will not believe!” Now, don’t you think that is a bit much? Not only seeing the risen 
Christ with scars, but Thomas saying he wants to push his fingers and his hands 
into the wounds, like the wounds are still fresh and gaping! 
26 Eight days later the disciples were again together in the house, and Thomas was with 
them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace 
be with you!” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and examine my hands. 
Extend your hand and put it into my side. Do not continue in your unbelief, but believe.” 
28 Thomas replied to him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you 
believed because you have seen me? Blessed are the people who have not seen and yet have 
believed.” 
What does it take for you to believe? I would hope believing would be a simple thing 
for you because after He met Thomas’s demands for hard evidence, Jesus 
pronounced a special blessing on those who have not seen yet believe. But what 
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will it take for you? For those of you who are already believers, the question is, what 
DID it take for you to believe? 
For Saul of Tarsus, it took being smitten blind on the road to Damascus, in the 
middle of a mission to persecute more Christians for believing in this man called 
Jesus. But Jesus met him there and turned his heart around.  
I don’t know what it takes for others, but God can provide you a way in. For some, 
we simply preach the gospel truth and give the invitation and people are ready to 
receive Christ. For some, they have sat through countless sermons but have never 
even flinched, never felt the slightest desire to surrender. Yet there comes a time 
when they are in desperate need and they are suddenly ready to make things right 
with God. I have led a number of people to the Lord on their deathbed. Something 
about standing on the precipice of eternity changes people.  
The husband of a woman who attended my church many years ago had no time for 
God. He loved hunting and fishing and was basically a nice man, but he didn’t need 
God. And, he was an alcoholic. He was nice to talk to, but he had not time for God. 
Then I got the call they had rushed him to the hospital. He was having an heart 
attack. I was allowed into the emergency room where he was still having his heart 
attack, tubes and wires were running everywhere. I said, “John, you wife is out there 
in the waiting room worried sick about you. We don’t know if you are going to make 
it or not. I have to ask you right now, are you ready to make things right with the 
Lord?” He said, “Tell my wife I already did. I am ready to go!”  
All it took was an empty tomb for the beloved disciple. All it took was speaking her 
name for Mary. All it took was walking through walls for the disciples. All it took was 
a simple invitation at the end of a sermon for many of you here today. All it took was 
a major heart attack for John, down in Alabama. All it took was hitting rock bottom 
for Mel Trotter to turn from a hopeless alcoholic to one of the greatest evangelists to 
alcoholics. All it took was inviting Thomas to touch the scars of Jesus.  
 He can meet you where you are. For people who are determined not to believe in 
God, for people who are devoted to their atheism, there is nothing that will move 
them. But for people who want to know the truth, who are seeking for answers in 
their life; for people who are willing to call out to God and challenge and say, “God, 
if you are real, if you are out there, reveal yourself to me”; for those who seek God, 
God will show up.  


