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I. Spiritual	Rot	
Pilate presented Jesus to the Jews and said, “Look at your King”! This angered the 
Jews and sent them into another frenzied chant of “Crucify him! Crucify him!”  Pilate 
was incredulous and asked them, “What? Crucify your king?”  
And to this, the Jews made this shocking and revealing declaration: “We have no king 
but Caesar!”  
We just caught a glimpse into the darkened heart and soul of the Jewish leadership. 
Let’s recap history for a minute.  
God was Israel’s king, but Israel saw that other nations had a human king and they 
grew jealous. Samuel had served as the judge over Israel, but when he retired he 
appointed his sons to carry on his work. His sons proved to be corrupt, taking bribes 
and making a mockery of true justice. Then came the spokesmen for Israel before 
Samuel demanding he appoint someone to be their king (so they could be like other 
nations.) Samuel had a talk with God and God told Samuel to give them what they 
want, but don’t take it personally because they have not rejected you, they have 
rejected Me. Samuel prophesied how a human king would be oppressive and they 
would not like it. But the people wouldn’t listen to the warning and insisted on having a 
human, earthly king.  
The kings did indeed change life for the children of Israel and they suffered under 
human kings for centuries. It was shocking enough that Israel centuries ago had 
rejected the arrangement of God serving them as their only king and preferring a 
human agent to be their earthly judge. There is no question the hearts of the people of 
Israel were drifting away from God. But it is nevertheless shocking how far they had 
drifted; how cold and calloused they had become. Not only had they rejected God as 
their kings ages ago, but now they rejected the Son of God as their king. And if that is 
not shameful enough, they even rejected Herod, their contemporary king and declared 
their full allegiance to Caesar. “We have no king but Caesar!”  
We trace Israel’s sad state back to their carnal craving to be like other nations. They 
didn’t have any plans of not worshipping God. They just wanted an earthly king. And 
that is how it all begins. We don’t plan our complete spiritual collapse. We simply try to 
justify compromise, convincing ourselves we are not abandoning God, we just want 
some of the things the world has and we want to have God too. But look at how low 
these Jewish religious leaders had fallen. They not only rejected Jesus (whom they 
were too blind to recognize as their Messiah), but in this moment of outrage, they 
admitted they had no king but Caesar. They had devolved from having God as their 
only king to having God as their co-king alongside an earthly king, to rejecting God 
AND their Jewish earthly king and proclaiming total and exclusive allegiance to the 
pagan Roman Emperor.  
The irony of this situation should not be lost. First, the writers of the OT very clear in 
establishing that God was the only true head over Israel. Isaiah wrote,  
O LORD our God, others have ruled us, but you alone are the one we worship. (Is 26:13 NLT) 

The eleventh of the eighteen ancient Jewish benediction prayers stated,  
“Reign over us, you alone.” 
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And perhaps most ironic part was that this was Passover week. Passover was entirely 
built around Israel’s recognition of God as their supreme ruler. The ultimate irony is that 
in the heart of Passover week in which God was exalted as the ruler over Israel, the 
Jewish leaders declare, “We have no king but Caesar.” According to the Zondervan 
Illustrated Bible Backgrounds Commentary, the Jews effectively betrayed “their entire 
national heritage as well as denied their own messianic expectations based on the 
promises of Scripture.”   
Anger, bitterness, jealousy, pride – all these manifestations of the flesh ultimately lead 
to fatal rejection of God. That is why we labor to reign in the flesh daily. When the 
carnal man is allowed free reign, we degenerate. And that degeneration can drive us to 
an apostate condition we would never imagine we could find ourselves in.  

II. Cruel	Crucifixion	
So they took Jesus away. 17 Carrying the cross by himself, he went to the place called Place of 
the Skull (in Hebrew, Golgotha). 18 There they nailed him to the cross. Two others were 
crucified with him, one on either side, with Jesus between them. 19 And Pilate posted a sign on 
the cross that read, “Jesus of Nazareth, the King of the Jews.” 20 The place where Jesus was 
crucified was near the city, and the sign was written in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek, so that many 
people could read it. 
21 Then the leading priests objected and said to Pilate, “Change it from ‘The King of the Jews’ 
to ‘He said, I am King of the Jews.’” 
22 Pilate replied, “No, what I have written, I have written.” 

A. Fully	Man/Fully	God	–	The	suffering	Savior	
We know from the other gospel accounts that Jesus faltered in carrying the cross to to 
Golgotha. Simon of Cyrene was forced to then carry the cross the rest of the way. One 
thing we should observe from this is what it meant for Jesus to be fully man and fully 
God. In his humanity, Jesus was not impervious to pain and was not immune to 
weariness and fatigue. People tend to develop some bad theology about Jesus the 
God/man, thinking his human side has was less human than it really was because he 
was also fully God. The physical, human side of Jesus suffered as much as you would 
have suffered if that were you. He truly took your place. He didn’t just pretend to take 
your place. He stepped in and bore the suffering that was intended for every fallen 
human. We incurred the penalty. Jesus paid the price.  

B. The	truth	about	Calvary	
Jesus made his way to the site of the execution, a place called Golgotha, which means 
the place of the skull. We use the more popular Latin term “Calvary”. Calvary has a 
much more poetic ring to our western culture ears. Golgotha is an ugly, clumsy term in 
our language. Can you imagine how different it would be for us if we had retained the 
name “Golgotha” instead of the Latin version “Calvary”?  
“Years I spent in vanity and pride, caring not my Lord was crucified 
Knowing not it was for me he died on Golgotha!”  
“Burdens are lifted at Golgotha” 
Back in the late 1960’s a very young Bill Gaither began showing up at gospel concerts 
and pitching his songs to southern singing groups. They dubbed him the “Calvary kid” 



Jesus Delivers 

 3 

because some of his first successful songs were about Calvary.  
“I’ve Been to Calvary” 
“I Believe in a Hill Called Mt. Calvary.”  
“Thanks to Calvary”.  
We have to wonder if any of those songs been as successful if we were singing about 
Golgotha? “I believe, in a hill called Golgotha.”  

C. The	Barbaric	Execution	
Even more evidence of the spiritual bankruptcy of the Jews was there dogged 
insistence that Jesus be crucified. They were not satisfied to have him flogged and set 
free. They wanted him crucified. The Jews were very well acquainted with what it 
meant to be executed by crucifixion. Consider this description by Borchert. 
“Those crucified were made a public spectacle, often being affixed to crosses in bizarre 
positions and their bodies left to be devoured by vultures.  
For hours, if not days, the person would hang in the heat of the sun, stripped naked 
and struggling to breathe. In order to avoid asphyxiation, he must push himself up with 
his arms, triggering muscle spasms causing unimaginable pain. The end would come 
through heart failure, brain damage caused by reduced oxygen supply, suffocation, or 
shock.”  
The Jewish leaders calling for the crucifixion of Jesus were well aware of this brutal and 
utterly humiliating method of execution. In those days, in that culture, crucifixion was 
associated with horror and shame, a form of punishment executed especially upon 
slaves, prisoners of war, and revolutionaries. Jewish historian Josephus called it “the 
most pitiable of deaths.” Cicero called it “that cruel and disgusting penalty.” The Jewish 
leaders were keenly aware of what they were doing. They were imposing upon Jesus 
the harshest death penalty imaginable. They purposely wanted to put him to open 
shame. They had hoped he would hang there in public, suffering as much and as long 
as possible before expiring. They wanted the people to see this pathetic sight and 
mock and jeer and applaud. They not only wanted him to suffer physically as much as 
possible, they wanted to strip him of every trace of dignity and bring full humiliation and 
shame on him.  
Crucifixion in all its horror fulfilled their deepest yearnings. Their deep lust to see him 
tormented revealed the depth of their vile bitterness.  

D. Between	two	thieves	
It is most significant that Jesus occupied the center position. He was at the epicenter of 
this event. Even though two more criminals were executed that day, they were 
insignificant in human history. The man in the middle was the center of universal 
attention and continues to be today. Once again we see God’s order in the midst of all 
this chaos.  

E. The	posted	sign	
Pilate ordered a sign placed on the cross above Jesus. It read, “The King of the Jews.” 
The notice was written three times – in Hebrew, Latin, and Greek.  
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When the Jews saw the sign they went back to petition Pilate to change the sign to say, 
“He said, ‘I am the king of the Jews’ “. Pilate refused. The sign reflected the charge 
against Jesus. Effectively, he was charged with treason against the Romans. Again, we 
see God’s divine order at work. The sign above Jesus ultimately proved to be a 
testimony to the facts. Jesus was indeed King. The Jews wanted the record to show 
that was only the opinion of one misguided lunatic, but the record stands.  

III. The	Final	Moments	
Having removed the clothes from Jesus in order to nail Him to the cross, the soldiers 
then divided his clothing among them, but evidently recognized some value in the 
seamless robe, so threw dice to determine the winner of the garment. John’s attention 
to certain details is explained by the fact that some of these seemingly minor acts were 
specifically prophesied by Old Testament prophets and John was capturing the 
fulfillment of scripture.  
Then Jesus spoke from his position on the cross and gave his mother over to John to 
be cared for. It must have been quite an emotional moment for John to be entrusted 
with the care of the mother of Jesus. At least it was important enough for John to 
include that detail in his gospel.  

A. “I	am	thirsty”	
Then Jesus said, “I am thirsty.” It was a pitiful moment. He was dangling in pain, 
suspended by iron nails, laboring for every breath. There was no complaint, no cry for 
mercy or deliverance. His only comment was, “I am thirsty” and they offered him a 
sponge dipped in wine vinegar. He had previously been offered wine mixed with myrrh 
while carrying the cross from the city to Golgotha. This particular potion would have 
been a sedative for his pain. But this sour wine was the cheapest form of wine, a 
popular drink of the Roman soldiers that would have had no sedative effects at all. As 
the sponge was pressed to his lips, he had barely tasted it when he muttered, “It is 
finished.” It was over.  

B. It	is	finished	
He gave his back to the whip. He gave his brow to the crown of thorns. He gave his 
body to the cross. He gave his mother to John. And his final act was to give his spirit 
back to God. John uses the same word translated “gave” or delivered in passages 
leading up to this moment. Judas delivered Jesus to the guards. The guards delivered 
Jesus to Annas, then to Caiaphas. Then Jesus was delivered to Pilate. The Jesus was 
delivered to the soldiers to be crucified. When it seemed Jesus being pushed around 
and victimized the entire time, we find at the end he had the strength and presence of 
mind to deliver his spirit back to God. This one little phrase puts his death in a 
completely different perspective. He was on a mission the entire time and at the end, 
he delivered!  


