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I. 	The	Ultimate	Authority	of	Christ	
8 When Pilate heard this, he was more frightened than ever. 9 He took Jesus back into the 
headquarters again and asked him, “Where are you from?” But Jesus gave no answer. 
10 “Why don’t you talk to me?” Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the 
power to release you or crucify you?” 

11 Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you 
from above. So the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 

There is an interesting and powerful dynamic happening here. Pilate was the 
governor of Judea and a powerful man in the Roman government. Pilate has 
learned from the Jews that Jesus claims to be the son of God, so he asks Jesus, 
“Where are you from?” Jesus did not answer and this perturbed Pilate, so he 
tried flexing his muscles and intimidating Jesus.  
10 “Why don’t you talk to me?” Pilate demanded. “Don’t you realize that I have the 
power to release you or crucify you?” 
Even though Jesus did not care to answer Pilate’s questions about his origins, 
He was not about to let Pilate’s claim to authority go uncorrected.  
11 Then Jesus said, “You would have no power over me at all unless it were given to you 
from above. So the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.”   
The single most important truth coming out of this exchange is that Jesus clearly 
and unmistakably declares his complete and ultimate authority. Pilate had 
arrogantly declared himself to stand in a position of authority of Christ. Pilate had 
suggested he held Christ’s future in his own hands. He could not have been 
more wrong. In fact, Christ held Pilates future in his hands.  
There is one thing we have to understand about God. He takes a backseat to no 
one – ever. He is Preeminent. He is Supreme. He is unsurpassed. He is without 
equal. He is never the victim, but always the victor. He has never lost a battle. He 
has never failed a mission. He has never suffered a setback. He has never been 
blindsided. His chief enemy has challenged him in countless ways throughout the 
centuries and the score is God, Ten Million. Satan Zero. The enemy has yet to 
register a single point.  
Jesus will let them mock him and torture him. He will let them beat him with a 
whip and nail him to a cross. He will let them laugh at him while he hangs 
suspended between Heaven and Earth. He will let them slap him and rip his 
beard from his face. But he will not let anyone declare themselves to be his 
superior or even his equal. Pilate can hand him over to the Jews if he desires, 
but he cannot be allowed to stand there and suggest he has any authority over 
Jesus. He is a jealous God, jealous in that He will never relinquish his authority to 
anyone. He is the most high. Above him there is no other. The serpent can bruise 
the heel of God’s children, but Christ will stomp the head of the serpent.  
Poor Pilate. He only thought he was somebody important. But he was standing 
before the Creator of all things. He was standing before, not the King of the 
Jews, but the King of all mankind. The King of all who call themselves kings. The 
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Lord of those who call themselves lord. The one before whom Pilate and every 
Caesar will bow.  
Paul wrote to the Ephesians and longed for them to know the many facets of God 
including “his incomparably great power for us who believe.” Then Paul 
continues:  
That power is the same as the mighty strength 20he exerted when he raised Christ from 
the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21far above all rule and 
authority, power and dominion, and every name that is invoked, not only in the present 
age but also in the one to come. 22And God placed all things under his feet and appointed 
him to be head over everything for the church 

That about sums it up. How dare Pilate think he had any power over Christ.  
How dare anyone today think they have any power or authority except it has 
been granted to them by God. We are all under the authority of Christ. You are 
free to choose to live your life as though that doesn’t matter, but you are not free 
from the eternal consequences of ignoring Christ.  
Borchert makes the observation that the irony of this scene is that the prisoner is 
actually the judge and the judges are actually the defendants.  

II. Big	Sins	and	Little	Sins	
A. The	mysterious	“deliverer”	

“So the one who handed me over to you has the greater sin.” 

Scholars have grappled with this vague reference and do not come to a 
unanimous conclusion about the identity of the “deliverer”. Some have suggested 
it refers to the entire Jewish hierarchy who had collectively set themselves 
against Jesus, but the use of the singular pronoun argues against that. Some 
suggest Judas, but even though Judas betrayed Jesus, he did not technically 
deliver Jesus to Pilate. If Jesus were literally referring to a specific individual, that 
person would most likely be Caiaphas. But none of the characters involved in this 
were without guilt. Judas was guilty. Annas was guilty. The Jewish leaders were 
guilty. Pilate was guilty. Everyone was guilty. 

B. Two	truths		

1. God	sees	degrees	in	sin	
But the interesting thing is Jesus said something that is not typically considered 
to be a part of our conventional theology. He said someone was guilty of the 
greater sin. Typically, we reject the notion of one sin being greater than another. 
We have heard all too often the suggestion that there are no big sins and no little 
sins. We have heard people say you will go to Hell as fast for lying as you will for 
stealing or murder. We have all kinds of these nifty little sayings that have 
shaped our theology, but truth is not always found in clever sayings.  
What Jesus said had little or no impact on the trial, but he spoke truth at random 
times that didn’t seem to necessarily fit the situation or have any particular 
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bearing on the situation. But Jesus didn’t waste words. Every word he spoke was 
spoken with purpose. He wanted us to know that God recognizes that some 
people bear more responsibility than others. We know that to be a fact in this 
earthly realm. I don’t know why we are reluctant to recognize that in God’s 
judicial system. It is abundantly clear Jesus holds someone responsible for 
committing a greater sin in his trial and crucifixion. What we don’t know is how 
God ultimately deals with the various degrees of sin people commit. Perhaps it all 
has to do with how it plays out in this life and not necessarily how people are 
punished in eternity. But the fact is, we don’t know.  
And, why is Caiaphas guilt of a greater sin than Pilate? It is because Caiaphas 
was Jewish and professed to be a worshipper of the one true God. He should 
have known better.  
To him that knows to do good and does not do it, to him it is a sin.  
When talking about God’s judgment on false teachers, Peter said,  
It would have been better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than to 
have known it and then to turn their backs on the sacred command that was passed on to 
them. (1 Peter 2:21 NIV) 
The more you know about God and His will for us; the more you know about the 
Bible and what God expects of us; the more understand how the Holy Spirit 
speaks to us and guides us and warns us, the harder it is to transgress against 
God and the more accountable you are. You know better! There have been many 
decades of godly preachers in this pulpit and they have been preaching the truth. 
Those who have sat under the preaching of the word, you know better. I don’t 
care what the world’s argument is for sin and compromise, you know better! I 
don’t care what kind of justification you come up with for your lifestyle choices, 
you know better!  

C. Satan	would	have	you	believe	a	small	sin	is	as	devastating	as	a	big	sin.		
The sobering truth for us is there are degrees of guilt in God’s eyes. This is 
important to grasp. The enemy would have you believe if you are imperfect in 
any way at all, then you might as well just abandon yourself to complete 
debauchery and apostasy. The enemy will tell you that after you have failed, in 
one area, it doesn’t matter about anything else after that. You are guilty and you 
might as well go sin crazy. He tells the recovering alcoholic that if you slipped up 
and had a drink, you are already tainted and you might as well go ahead and get 
drunk because you have failed. He tells the young man or young woman if you 
have made the mistake of giving your body away before marriage you might as 
well go ahead and sleep with everyone who will have you because you are 
tainted now. The enemy tries to convince you that even a small sin renders you a 
complete loser, so you might as well let loose and enjoy the ride to Hell.   
The enemy peddles hopelessness. You can’t allow yourself to buy into his 
message of despair. You can’t throw your life away because of a failure. You 
can’t surrender everything just because you lost something. You can’t forfeit the 
game just because you are behind in the second quarter.  
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One of my favorite sayings is this: “It is not so bad to fall down if you are willing to 
get back up.” But if you decide to stay down, you are done.  
When I was in high school, we had a new student whose family had just moved 
into town. He was a striking young man – blond, muscular, athletic. During track 
season, he immediately carved a place for himself on the team with his speed, 
edging out even our fastest sprinter. Then the day came when we hosted a track 
meet and everyone’s eyes were on Eddie in the 100 yard dash. The runners 
lowered themselves into the blocks, the starting gun fired, and Eddie jumped out 
to an early lead. But about halfway through, someone passed him and Eddie 
quit. He wasn’t accustomed to losing, but when we fell slightly behind, he quit. 
The rest of the runners passed him and he walked over and sat down on the curb 
beside the track. He quit when he got behind.  
That is exactly what the enemy wants you to do when you fail. He tells you your 
failure is fatal. Eddie figured second place was no good. If you couldn’t have first 
place, he was a total loser. The enemy is the one that tries to convince you a 
small failure is as bad as a big failure. The enemy is the one who tries to tell God 
will send you to Hell as quickly for personal sins as he will for heinous and brutal 
crimes against humanity. But God understands small failures. He is a discerning 
God. He is in the redemption business no matter what you have done. Don’t 
throw it all away because of some failure. Let God salvage what is left.  


