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10 Then Simon Peter, who had a sword, drew it and struck the high priest’s servant, 
cutting off his right ear. (The servant’s name was Malchus.) 

11 Jesus commanded Peter, “Put your sword away! Shall I not drink the cup the Father 
has given me?” 

I. Lesson	#1:	Learning	from	Peter’s	mistakes	
A. Peter	reminds	us	of	the	necessity	of	have	a	realistic	perspective	on	life.		

A detachment of Roman soldiers followed Judas into the garden to arrest Jesus. 
They were led by a commander (one who typically commands 1000 soldiers) and 
accompanied by some officials from the Jewish chief priests and Pharisees. We 
don’t know how many a “detachment” is, but there were enough to put down any 
uprising that they feared might occur by arresting Jesus. Let’s assume anywhere 
from 12-36 soldiers, perhaps 6-10 officials of the chief priests and Pharisees, and 
the commander. We could have had at least 18-20 (and as much as 40-50) 
entering the garden to see to the arrest of Jesus. Even at the minimum, how 
realistic was it for Peter to draw his sword and start hacking away at the enemy? 
Peter was not a soldier. He was a fisherman with a weapon, ready to take on a 
company of highly trained Roman soldiers who, if by some remote possibility are 
defeated, will then be quickly replaced by an even larger detachment of soldiers.  
Do you see anything wrong with this picture? Peter must have acted out of fear 
and desperation, but he most certainly did not act on wisdom. He did not assess 
the situation accurately.  
I have seen excitable people in Christianity who have had unrealistic dreams and 
schemes and use faith as an excuse to take foolish chances. Faith is not making 
grand claims then believing God will come to your rescue. Faith is acting on 
God’s command even when it looks impossible. In short, if God didn’t speak, you 
can’t just make it up and then expect Him to honor it. He doesn’t follow us. We 
follow Him.  
Peter did not accurately assess the situation when he wanted to quickly build 
three tabernacles on the mountain. Peter didn’t accurately assess the situation 
when he jumped out of the boat to walk on water. Peter certainly didn’t accurately 
assess the situation when he drew his sword against a platoon of Roman 
soldiers.  
Jesus asked what kind of king would go to war without knowing the strength of 
his army? What kind of builder would begin building without first calculating the 
cost? But we still have people afflicted with the same disease Peter had, causing 
them to impetuously do things without measuring the impact of their actions, or 
calculating the cost or the practicality.  

B. Peter	reminds	us	of	the	foolishness	of	taking	matters	into	our	own	hands	
The most glaring mistake Peter made was failing to realize Jesus had everything 
under control. Peter was sincere in wanting to help, but sincerely wrong. Jesus 
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didn’t need that kind of help. God doesn’t need our help. He requires our 
obedience. God doesn’t need our advice. He requires our obedience. I mean 
God doesn’t need us to force things to happen with our own strength and 
resources. We can’t rush His timetable. We can’t force His hand.  
I remember when I was a child, someone had a box of eggs that were slowly 
hatching into chicks. I saw a cracked egg and wanted to reach in to help hurry up 
the process. I wanted to free the chick from the egg. But I was told not to 
interfere with the process. The chick had to fight its way out of the egg. It was 
part of the survival process.  
I still want to reach in and crack open the shell on the things God is incubating. I 
want to push God to meet my time schedule. I have to learn to keep my hands of 
God’s projects. They are incubating. They will be ready when God says they are 
ready.  
There was an evangelist who held a revival meeting at a church. The pastor told 
the evangelist they had a man in the congregation who was quite wealthy. The 
evangelist started scoping out the congregation until he figured out who the man 
was. When altar time came, the evangelist saw that man come to find a place to 
pray at the altar and the evangelist eventually worked his way over close to this 
man. Then the evangelist began to pray aloud, “Dear Lord, you know me needs. 
The tires on my car are bald. I have payments due that I can’t make. I know you 
can provide! I know you care!” Just then the pastor tapped the evangelist on the 
shoulder and whispered to him, “You have the wrong man. The man you want is 
over there!”  
We try to help God. We try to force things to happen.  

II. Lesson	#2:	The	Christian	Perspective	on	the	use	of	Force	
People tend to favor the OT principle of “an eye for an eye and a tooth for a 
tooth.” That adage has been adapted and adopted as a principle for retaliation, 
making people feel Biblically justified in their aggression.  
Peter impetuously drew his sword and started swinging. His primal, carnal 
reaction was an act of aggression. I am trying not to be too hard on Peter. I think 
most of us would have thought it right to do anything in our power to defend 
Jesus. But throughout His mentorship, Jesus taught his disciples a new way, a 
better way. That is the way we used to do it. This is the way we are going to do it 
from now on.  
In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus repeatedly says, “You have heard it 
said…But I tell you.” So much of what Jesus taught his disciples was contrary to 
tradition and conventional wisdom. It is no different here. The natural, normal, 
conventional thing to do is to meet force with force, and that is what Peter did. It 
was as natural as breathing. Jesus did not approve.  

A. First,	what	it	means	to	us	as	individual	followers	of	Christ.		
I think it is fair to derive from this story that Jesus does not approve of his 
disciples reacting violently when attacked. We call ourselves Christians. The 
name means “Christ-like”. If we bear the image of Christ and if we strive to be His 
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representatives here on Earth, then we are expected to conduct ourselves like 
Christ. Christians are not supposed to be violent people. The world knows that 
and are all too happy to hold us to that standard. If the world sees you becoming 
physically violent, physically aggressive, you can be assured they will say, “And 
you call yourself a Christian.” They do that because they know Christ stands for 
peace and peaceful existence, and they will measure you by that and hold you 
accountable to that. If you react violently, you will mar your testimony.  

B. Second,	what	it	means	to	the	church.		
His disciples, His church, his followers could never be known as a militia running 
around advancing the kingdom by physical force. The church would be advanced 
by ministry such as healing the sick, feeding the hungry, clothing the poor, and 
bringing a message of hope to the oppressed and a message of deliverance to 
the captives. But Jesus never had any intentions of the church being known as a 
violent movement that coerced people by physical force. That is why Jesus told 
Peter to sheath his sword. Not only did they have to put their weapons away, but 
Jesus picked up the severed ear and popped it back on the head of Malchus. 
There must not be any evidence of foul play to taint the mission of the church. 
There must not be any indication that this movement began in a violent clash 
between Christ’s disciples and the Roman government.  

III. Lesson	#3:	What	to	do	when	you	make	a	mess	
God is good at cleaning up my messes. Although it may be necessary, it is 
nevertheless embarrassing. Even so, after I get over the embarrassment of 
having acted impetuously and made an unnecessary mess of things, I am 
grateful God can clean up my mess. 
I am surely not the only one here that has spent more than a little prayer time 
before God confessing, “Lord, I have truly made a mess of things. I need your 
help”, and hope and pray God has mercy and comes down and makes 
everything right. I have to wonder why God allows me to run around free and 
unsupervised when I keep messing things up. But He is a patient Heavenly 
Father and, like the re-attaching of Malchus’s ear, God in His great mercy and 
compassion begins to clean up after me, mend what I have broken, replenish 
what I have wasted, and restore what I have damaged, then reminds me, “Now, 
we are going to do this My way. Let’s not be lopping off any more ears, shall 
we?”  
Now, God doesn’t always fix my mistakes. Sometimes He just fixes me. 
Sometimes I have to live with the mess I have made. But in such cases, if we 
look to Him in contrition, He can forgive and redeem the situation and bring 
something good out of something that otherwise would have been bad. God is 
the all-time undisputed universal champion at redeeming the situation. No matter 
what a mess you may have made, bring it to Jesus. He is our Redeemer.  
 


