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I. The Glorification 

1 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On 

the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it.  (John 18) 

As we mentioned last week, Christ’s reference to his glorification pointed directly to his 
death, burial and resurrection. John wrote his gospel in such a way as to drop regular 
reminders along the way about this impending glorification experience. All references 
Jesus made to this hour of glorification were shrouded in mystery, but we now see the 
even unfolding. Here is a quick review.  

In John 2:4, Jesus responds to his own mother’s request for help by saying 

“Woman, why do you involve me? My hour has not yet come.”  

In John 4:21, Jesus tells the woman at the well, 

“A time is coming when you will worship the Father neither in this mountain nor in Jerusalem.”  

John 5:25 (to the skeptical Jews who criticized the healing of the paralytic by the pool of 
Bethesda) 

Very truly I tell you, a time is coming and has now come when the dead will hear the voice of 

the Son of God and those who hear will live.  

John 12:23  Andrew and Philip try to introduce some curiosity seeking Greeks to Jesus 
and Jesus replies  

“The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 24Very truly I tell you, unless a kernel of 

wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many 

seeds. 25Anyone who loves their life will lose it, while anyone who hates their life in this world 

will keep it for eternal life. 26Whoever serves me must follow me; and where I am, my servant 

also will be. My Father will honor the one who serves me. 

And then, the beginning of the prayer in 17:1 

"Father, the hour has come. Glorify your Son, that your Son may glorify you. 

After all these subtle references (from the very beginning of his ministry and throughout) 
to something of great significance that was coming, we finally come to the part of the 
gospel where John now reveals what this big moment is all about:  The Glorification. 

II. The Subjugation 
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A. Who’s in charge? 

One commentator made note of the fact that throughout this section, Jesus is the one 
character who stands supremely above all the other players with his poise and control 
over every facet. John shows Jesus to be anything but a victim, but successfully reveals 
Him to be the King, never at the mercy of anyone, but actually calling the shots in every 
detail. In contrast, all the other main characters are seen as (to use the words of Gerald 
Borchert) “hollow, weak, spineless, and perverted people”, when compared to Jesus. 
Examples are Peter, who said he would never desert Jesus but huddles in fear for his 
life when Jesus is arrested. Peter, with his pathetic sword who takes a lethal swipe in 
defense of Jesus and manages only to cut off someone’s ear. We see Pilate as a weak 
and helpless leader who has no backbone. We see Annas as an incompetent high 
priest who cannot discern right from wrong when the Messiah himself stood guiltless 
before him. Finding the case too complex for his own limited abilities, he quickly turns 
the case over to another high priest named Caiaphas.  

Yet Jesus is clearly in charge. He takes charge of his own disciples and orders them to 
put their swords away. He puts the ear back on that Peter mistakenly lopped off. He 
orders the guards to let the disciples go for He is the one they are after. He demands of 
the guards, “Who do you want?” They say “Jesus of Nazareth”. Jesus says, “I am He” 
and the guards are hurled back by some unseen force. The heavily armed guards are 
reduced to powerless pawns who find they cannot arrest Jesus without Jesus giving 
them permission.  

During the trial, his interrogators are repeatedly stunned or stumped by the skillful 
responses Jesus gives to their questions.  

Satan’s plan was to have Jesus murdered. The word murder implies violently taking 
one’s life against their will. In that sense, it is vitally important to understand Jesus 
wasn’t murdered. He laid down his life. The means by which he died is not at important 
as the fact that it was his plan to die. The Jews thought they were plotting and scheming 
and contriving something in their own clever ways that would abort Jesus and his 
supposedly misguided mission. What they didn’t know is they were mere pawns in 
God’s grand scheme. They were not in charge. Christ was in charge.  

Every angelic being in Heaven stood ready to come to his defense at his command. Not 
one stripe more would be placed on his back than he was willing to allow. They could 
never had succeeded in holding him down to nail him to the cross had he not willing laid 
his life down before them. We already read in the 10th chapter of John in the teaching 
on the good shepherd that Jesus boldly proclaimed,  

“No man takes my life from me, but I lay it down of my own accord.” (Jn 10:18) 

He was in complete control of every facet of his glorification process.  

One word from the master and the armies of Heaven would have leveled every enemy 
of Christ and delivered him from the mocking trial, the scourging and the cruel 
execution. Ten thousand soldiers could not have arrested Jesus and brought him to trial 
had Jesus not allowed them. Read this chapter with the clear understanding who is in 
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charge.  

Take from this chapter a renewed understanding of who is in charge. When it seems the 
world around you is spinning out of control, remember who is in charge. Nothing 
catches God by surprise. That trial you are going through, God knew it was coming. He 
wasn’t blindsided. He never has to do crisis management. What He has allowed in your 
life, He allowed for a purpose. My God has everything under control!  

III. The Subtle Implications 

A. The subtle significance of crossing the Kidron Valley 

Jesus and his disciples crossed the Kidron valley on their way to the Garden of 
Gethsemane. The symbolism is rich. A wet weather stream ran through the Kidron 
valley, but remained dry for much of the year. However, all the fluids from the temple 
sacrifices dumped into this stream. Jesus crossed the stream that for centuries would 
flow with the blood of the animal sacrifices. Soon it would be his blood that would flow 
down that cross for the forgiveness of all mankind and the blood of sacrifices would flow 
no more. In crossing the valley, he was bringing an end to the rivers of sacrificial blood 
that had flowed there for centuries.  

B.  The significance of the garden 

18 When he had finished praying, Jesus left with his disciples and crossed the Kidron Valley. On 

the other side there was a garden, and he and his disciples went into it. 

2 
Now Judas, who betrayed him, knew the place, because Jesus had often met there with his 

disciples. 
3 

So Judas came to the garden, guiding a detachment of soldiers and some officials 

from the chief priests and the Pharisees. They were carrying torches, lanterns and weapons. 

John is the only gospel writer that tells us there was a garden in this location. Once 
again, we believe John chose his words carefully and intentionally. When reading of the 
betrayal of Jesus by Judas in this garden, we cannot help but think of the way satan 
entered the Garden of Eden and beguiled Adam and Eve. It was in the garden that 
satan accomplished his most famous work. It was in this garden satan tried for his 
crowning achievement. Satan ruined the original Adam, but how much greater it would 
be to destroy the second Adam. In the beginning, satan entered into the serpent to 
beguile Eve. In this case, satan entered into Judas to betray Christ. The first Adam may 
have played right into satan’s plans in the original garden, but in this garden satan was 
playing right into the hands of the second Adam.  

IV. The Prevarication 

A. The Traitor 

The story of Judas is frustrating and perplexing to us. Treason is the sleaziest of crimes 
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and traitors are bottom feeders. We have no respect for those who betray our trust. 
Betraying a friend is bad enough. Betraying one’s country is bad enough. Betraying your 
spouse is bad enough.  But in the case of Judas, everything about treason is elevated 
to a whole new level. We can’t fathom how anyone could be so evil as to betray the Son 
of God. It is inconceivable to think Judas could walk with the Master, learn at his feet, 
see divine miracles flow from his fingertips, feel the full expression of his love and 
compassion, be empowered by Christ to heal the sick and cast out demons, and still sell 
him out for thirty pieces of silver. What was going on in his brain? What was he 
thinking? He knew Christ knew when Jesus pointed him out at the Last Supper and told 
him to go do what he had to do. How was that not enough to turn his heart?  

But Judas is not the only man to ever sell out Jesus. The writer of Hebrews paints a 
graphic picture of those who commit treason against Christ.  

4 
It is impossible for those who have once been enlightened, who have tasted the heavenly gift, 

who have shared in the Holy Spirit, 
5 

who have tasted the goodness of the word of God and the 

powers of the coming age 
6 

and who have fallen away, to be brought back to repentance. To their 

loss they are crucifying the Son of God all over again and subjecting him to public disgrace. 

Those who have tasted of the Heavenly gifts brought to us by the sacrifice of Christ then 
have walked away, have betrayed Jesus. Those who have been so overwhelmed by 
coming to Jesus and finding their sins forgiven and their life changed that they make 
grand promises about serving Christ for the rest of their life, but then renege on their 
promise - they are betrayers of Christ. Those who seek out Christ merely as their Savior 
but have no use for Him as their Lord are betrayers of Christ. Those who want the 
crown but refuse to carry the cross, they are betrayers of Christ.  

The author of Hebrews talks about those who have a genuine experience in the Lord, 
but then fall away. They are traitors.  

But again we are drawn back to the mystery of the mere thirty pieces of silver. It is 
unexplainable how so many people who sell out Jesus do so at such a low price. But it 
is the skill of the enemy to make cheap trinkets seem so irresistible. All it took was a 
piece of fruit to make Adam and Eve trade away paradise for a momentary pleasure.  

All it took was fling with a sleazy prostitute to make Samson trade away his miraculous 
God-given strength.  

All it took was the prospect of a one-night stand with another man’s wife for David to 
gamble away his integrity as the beloved King.  

All it took was a bowl of vegetable soup to entice Esau to trade away his birthright.  

All it took was thirty pieces of silver to entice Judas to deliver the Son of God to his 
executioners. Some might argue that thirty pieces of silver was the equivalent of 4 
months wages. But that is a pathetically puny compensation for losing one’s own 
relationship and standing with God. I wouldn’t betray my faith in Christ for all the wealth 
in the world. For what does it profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses his own 
soul?  

These were all bad deals. It was like trading a priceless diamond ring for a mood ring. It 
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was like trading a Rolls Royce for a skateboard. Like trading your house for a pup tent. 
Like trading a Hawaiian vacation for two days in a local Motel 6.  

Judas made the bad deal of the century. He traded an eternal chair in Heaven with the 
rest of the apostles for a small sum of money he didn’t even get to spend. He gambled a 
way his soul for his carnal cravings.  

What is it in your life that is so important, so compelling, so addicting that you choose it 
over eternal life? What is your thirty pieces of silver?  

Be assured, satan has the system rigged. Once you have made the deal, you will be 
filled with remorse for your gullibility. The blinders will come off and you will see the 
foolishness of your ways. Don’t make the deal! Don’t trade Heaven for Hell. Don’t trade 
eternal life for eternal death. Don’t trade joy for misery or freedom for bondage.  

If you want to make a good deal, trade in your ridiculous trinkets for the precious 
treasures of Heaven. Trade your sorrows for joy. Trade your shackles for liberty. Trade 
your filthy garments for a robe of white.  

Tell the devil “You can keep your thirty pieces of silver. I’ll keep Jesus!”  


