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 John 17 
Theologians have suggested a number of different ways the 17th chapter could 
be outlined, some seeing as many as seven distinct divisions. But the simplest 
way is to divide the chapter into three basic parts: Jesus prays for himself; Jesus 
prays for his disciples; Jesus prays for all those who will become believers.  
Within those three divisions there are some interesting points.  

I. Don’t	Confuse	Tradition	With	Truth	
Here is an interesting side note. We have in this account another reminder of 
how much culture impacts our religion.  
“After Jesus said this, he looked toward heaven and prayed:” 

We have developed cultural norms for worship and prayer. If you would go to the 
wailing wall in Jerusalem, you would see the Jews praying in their customary 
way. They rock back and forth. They pray aloud. They pray reading out of a 
book. The pray with their head covered. I had a friend who visited the Holy Land 
and went to the wailing wall to pray. He noticed the Jewish men around him 
rocking rhythmically as they stood and prayed. My friend finally asked the Jewish 
man next to him, “Why do you rock back and forth when you pray.” He seemingly 
offended the man because he just looked at him with an annoyed look and kept 
praying.  
Why do we kneel? Why do we close our eyes? Why do we sometimes fold our 
hands? All of these things are our cultural forms of prayer. But Jesus prayed in 
what we would consider an unusual way. He looked up and prayed with eyes 
open. We close our eyes and bow our head.  
The simple fact is we are dealing with cultural influences. In our culture, we 
strongly associate closing our eyes for prayer with respect. If we catch someone 
looking around while we are praying, we consider that to be disrespectful. It is a 
cultural thing. But Jesus looked up as though he was talking face to face with the 
Father. That doesn’t mean we are obligated to adopt the cultural ways of the 
ancient Jews. We should be sensitive to our cultural surroundings. If we are 
expected to bow our heads in prayer and close our eyes, we would do well to 
cooperate with that. We to that during altar call here because it gives people a 
certain sense of privacy when they are responding to the altar call.  
God is not as concerned as we are whether we pray on our knees or stand. God 
is not as deeply concerned about whether we close our eyes or not. 
In fact, if you are driving down the interstate and want to spend some time 
praying, it would not be in your best interest to bow your head and close your 
eyes. Just pray and drive. God will hear you. We have come to believe that 
serious prayer always involves a specific time, location, and posture. But we 
should practice praying all the time. Whenever we are alone and not expected to 
be talking to someone or listening to someone, you can be talking to God on the 
go.  
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II. Jesus	prays	for	himself	
A. The	prayer	is	simple.	“Glorify	me	so	I	can	then	glorify	you.”		

The way in which Jesus prayed to be glorified was through his death, burial and 
resurrection. The entire process was a glorification.  
And Jesus reveals the purpose of it all – to make eternal life available to all. And 
the plan involves us. Jesus made eternal life available. We aggressively invite 
people to partake. We are the messengers. But, like Jesus, we have to pray that 
the Father do a work in us so that we might glorify Him.  
In a spiritual sense, we need a personal crucifixion and resurrection in our lives 
so that we might glorify God.  
So, if you dare pray, “glorify me so I can glorify you,” understand what you are 
asking for. Also understand an un-crucified self cannot glorify God. 

III. Jesus	prays	for	his	disciples	
Jesus said, “I am not praying for the world, I am praying for the ones you gave 
me.”  
Before we look at the petition Jesus offered in behalf of his disciples, I want you 
to notice that Jesus acknowledges the Father’s rightful claim to all things. He 
claims the disciples truly belong to the Father.  
“They were yours and you gave them (loaned them; entrusted them) to me.” 

If we could keep that truth in the forefront of our mind at all times, we would be 
forced to be better stewards. We would not talk about “this is MY church.” “This is 
MY child.” “This is MY wife and I will treat her anyway I want to treat her.” “This is 
MY life, and I will do whatever I want.” “This is my money. I earned it.” “My 
space”. “My personal time.” All these things belong to God and are on loan to us.  
One of the most effective and important qualities we must possess in service to 
God is to remember everything we have is on loan from God. Those who begin 
to take personal possession of what rightfully belongs to God become an offense 
to God and a roadblock to the Kingdom work.  
Now let’s look at the prayer for the disciples. I want to suggest that Jesus prays 
for four things that would prove to be vital for the continued success of his 
disciples.  

A. Protection	–	An	unfailing	faith	
Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they 
may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe 
by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so 
that Scripture would be fulfilled. 
The bulk of this portion of the prayer – Christ’s prayer for his disciples – has to do 
with praying for the Father to protect them. Jesus reminds the Father that He will 
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soon go away and the disciples will be left physically in this world and they would 
need help.  

1. Then	why	did	Judas	fail?	
What about all the martyrs? What good did it do for Jesus to pray “Father, protect 
them?” if so many have been slaughtered? What good is it if hundreds, perhaps 
thousands of Christians are being slaughtered today by Muslim extremists? 
“Protected” doesn’t necessarily mean kept from physical harm. But it does mean 
giving them the power to remain faithful, to endure.  
Jesus prayed for protection, but Judas failed and many others have suffered 
persecution.  
As for the martyrs, we have to understand that the kind of protection Jesus was 
praying for was protection for their faith. Jesus essentially prayed for the Father 
to give them a faith that would endure. He wasn’t praying for protection from 
physical threats and persecution. After all, Jesus himself told them they would 
suffer great persecution for their faith. But he prayed that their faith would not fail.  
But what about Judas? Why did He fail? There is no excuse for backsliding. 
When there are Christian martyrs today who are being told to either deny their 
faith or be tortured then executed, then they remain faithful to the end, there is no 
excuse for backsliding. People backslide for the flimsiest reasons. They got their 
feeling hurt because someone said something to them at church that offended 
them. They got offended because a pastor didn’t call them when they were 
discouraged. They backslide because there are hypocrites in the church. They 
backslid because they prayed and God didn’t immediately answer their prayer. 
They lost their job, they got sick, they got into financial difficulties and they 
walked away from God. Maybe they could not understand how a loving God 
could allow innocent people to suffer and starve here on earth and they lost their 
faith over that.  
There is no excuse for backsliding when Jesus is interceding to the Father to 
give his disciples the power to endure. If you truly want to make it, the Father has 
provided all the power you need to keep on keeping on. If you quit, it is only 
because you wanted to quit. You wanted out. You just needed an excuse.  
Even though there was power to enable them to remain faithful, one failed.  
None was lost, except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.  
The way in which that is worded tempts us to think that Judas never had the 
freedom of choice because he was doomed to fail. It sounds like the prophecy 
doomed him to failure.  
But you have to understand God didn’t force him to fail in order to fulfill scripture. 
Jesus chose a person who was described as a “devil” in order that there would 
be one traitor among them. It would take a traitor to sell Jesus out to his 
persecutors. But that doesn’t mean Judas could not have repented. He didn’t 
have to die in his sins, as the traitor of the Son of God. But he was a wicked man. 
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His heart was set on evil. Failure was not his predestination. Failure was his 
choice. Judas had no excuse.  

B. Joy	
13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that 
they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 

Joy is included as one of the vital tools for successful discipleship. You just can’t 
endure if there is no joy. You won’t endure if there is nothing to look forward to. 
Like the illustration Jesus used in the previous passage, it is for the joy of the 
newborn baby that the woman endures the hardship of childbirth.  
But we have to understand how joy plays into our service to the Lord. Joy is 
found consistently in knowing what lies ahead. Often times, perhaps most of the 
time, joy is not found in your current circumstances.  
We are all familiar with that snappy little saying, “If you love what you do, you 
won’t work a day in your life.” Every job I have ever had, every church I have 
ever pastored, have all had challenges that made it difficult to continue. There 
have been times I have enjoyed what I was doing, but then comes the difficult 
times when it takes everything within me to endure. Such moments are not the 
kind of joy Jesus was praying we experience. Jesus was not praying, “Father, 
make them happy in what they are doing.” Jesus was praying, “Father, help them 
to keep the end game in mind. Help them to understand the indescribable joy 
that awaits those who are faithful. The writer of Hebrews had this to say:   
2 fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set before him 
he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God. 
When life gets to where it seems impossible, look at the example of Jesus. He 
endured the cross “for the joy that was before him.”  
I can’t promise you it will all be fun and games walking the straight and narrow. 
At times, you may feel like giving up. You might want to give up church. You 
might want to give up your job. You might want to give up on your marriage. You 
might want to give up on life.  But Jesus prays that the Father helps you keep 
focused on the joy that awaits. If you can focus on the joy ahead, you can make 
it.  

C. Sanctification	
17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I 
have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly 
sanctified. 
That is not a popular topic of discussion today. Somewhere along the line in the 
past few decades, some people got together and decided holiness was an 
outdated concept and needed to be retired and scrubbed from modern day 
Christianity. You don’t hear much about it today. You don’t see much of it today.  
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It is a little difficult to see the continuity of thought as it flows from the 16th chapter 
to the 17th chapter because of the slow pace at which we are studying this book. 
But if we back up just a little bit, we see that Jesus had made a very clear and 
powerful emphasis to his disciples that they would be plying their trade in the 
world, but they must be on guard not become like the world. By the calling of 
Jesus, they had already been designated as not belonging to the world. In this 
chapter, Jesus continues with that thought.  
14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the 
world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the 
world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I 
am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; 
Once again, Jesus makes it abundantly clear he expects his disciples to be 
distinct from the world in their lifestyle and their way of thinking. That is called 
holiness. Sanctification is a synonym for holiness. Jesus prays for the Father to 
keep guard over the holiness of his disciples.  
Holiness is not a popular topic of discussion today. Somewhere along the line in 
the past few decades, some people got together and decided holiness was an 
outdated concept and needed to be retired and scrubbed from modern day 
Christianity. You don’t hear much about it today. You don’t see much of it today. 
This American church of the late 20th century and early 21st century will go down 
in history as a church of compromise and worldliness.  
We know that the world is growing more wicked every day. We don’t expect 
much different from godless people. We know the world is plunging into Hell at 
an unprecedented rate. But what is happening to the American church? 
Something is terribly wrong! And, does anybody care? Will a generation ever rise 
up and quit adapting to the world and return to the holiness of God? What will it 
take to shock the church into reality? I am not talking about legalistic man made 
rules that are nothing but false piety. I am talking about the true holiness of 
scripture. What has happened to the church when adultery and fornication is 
rampant within the church? What has happened when scores of pastors are 
dropping out due to moral failures, illicit affairs, hidden alcoholism, embezzlement 
of funds, and bilking the poor out of their social security check so they can drive 
luxury cars and live in mansions?  
What has happened to the church that has bought into the lies of the world and 
stood silently by while the institution of marriage was stoned to death by 
progressive thinkers.  
What has happened to the church that yawns with boredom when we talk about 
abortion and races to the voting booth to elect popular politicians who have 
declared war on the unborn? What in the name of all that is good and righteous 
and holy and pure is going on?  
Two thousand years ago Jesus prayed, “Father, sanctify them. Keep them holy. 
Help them preserve righteousness. Never let them forget they do not belong to 
this world. Keep that dividing line clear. Don’t let the church join the world and 
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don’t let the world join the church. Empower the church to take the message of 
salvation to the world, not a peace treaty of compromise.”  
But look at the 21st century American church. I dare you to tell me this is the kind 
of church Jesus prayed for us to become.  
Jesus prayed for the holiness of his followers. That is a valid prayer for us. But 
the only way we will become holy is when we seriously pray, “Father, teach me 
personally what it means to be holy.”  

IV. Jesus	prays	for	all	converts	
A. Unity	

20 “My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through 
their message, 21 that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in 
you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you have sent me. 22 I 
have given them the glory that you gave me, that they may be one as we are one— 23 I in 
them and you in me—so that they may be brought to complete unity. Then the world will 
know that you sent me and have loved them even as you have loved me. 
Few truths are as widely proclaimed throughout the entirety of scripture as the 
importance of unity. If we lose unity, we lose our effectiveness, we lose our 
witness, we lose whatever battles we are fighting. We sacrifice everything. A 
family cannot be a family without unity. A church cannot be a church without 
unity. A community can’t be a community without unity.  
Time and again God called Israel to function in unity. Because they were in unity, 
three million Hebrew slaves were able to march out of Egyptian bondage. It 
would not have worked if half the people voted no. Because of unity, the walls of 
Jericho fell. Because of unity, that tiny, ill-equipped, untrained army of Israel 
rolled over every foe they encountered in battle.  
A two strand cord is not easily broken.  
One shall put a thousand to flight, two shall put ten thousand to flight.  
And, the church was born on a day when all the believers were gathered together 
in one place, in one accord.  
We have unity at Westside, but we dare not take it for granted. The enemy works 
tirelessly to sow discord. We have to take preventative measures and stay a step 
ahead of the enemy. Let’s be on guard against those things that divide us. Let’s 
keep the prayer of Jesus in mind. “Father, make us one”.  
 
 


