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I. A	Primer	on	Prayer	
23 In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly I tell you, my Father will give 
you whatever you ask in my name. 24 Until now you have not asked for anything in my name. 
Ask and you will receive, and your joy will be complete. 

A. Learning	to	trust	the	Father	
Once again, we try to imagine the perspective of the disciples. While they walked with 
Jesus, they were trained to rely on Him. They certainly were taught how to pray 
(remember the Lord’s prayer?) but what we have to grab hold of is the fact that they 
had come to understand they were walking with God incarnate. There was not a more 
direct line than that. The disciples still prayed to the Father (because they had been 
instructed to do so), but they had also become very comfortable with the convenience 
of relying on Jesus to provide for them. They didn’t have to pray down enough food to 
feed the multitude. Jesus took care of that. They didn’t have to petition the Father for a 
miracle to pay their taxes. Jesus took care of that. They didn’t have to plead with the 
Father to please send some help when they were overwhelmed by the stormy sea. 
Jesus was on board and they appealed to Him. Jesus was the direct line. He was God 
dwelling among them. But in such case, it would have been easy for them to forget 
about the importance of taking their need to the Father. Before Jesus came to instruct 
them, they did not understand the nature of the Father. They saw Him more as a 
majestic, powerful being who was unapproachable; they feared they would die if they 
ever saw Him. They did not realize how approachable He really was and Jesus came 
to teach them about God being a Heavenly Father, something they had never 
comprehended before. They were comfortable taking their needs to Jesus. They knew 
he loved them and would take care of them. The felt safe in his presence. They were 
confident he could do anything. They trusted him that he would never harm them. And 
now, Jesus is preparing them to redirect all their trust and confidence they had in him 
to the Father. Very soon, Jesus would no longer walk with them, but they would then 
continue to look to the Heavenly Father just as they had trusted in Jesus when he 
walked with them.  

B. In	My	Name	–	Not		formula	
I am certain you have noticed that the most common form of prayer in the modern day 
American church is to end our prayer by saying, “In Jesus Name”.  
While there is nothing wrong with those words - (and rest assured, I don’t want to 
make you self-conscious about praying like that) – we have to avoid the legalistic 
suggestion that if we don’t formulate our prayers the right way, God won’t honor our 
prayers. We talked about this in the Sermon on the Mount series when Jesus taught 
his disciples how to pray, from which we get the famous “Lord’s Prayer.” I have run 
into those legalistic people who insist that if you neglect to say, “In Jesus name” when 
you pray, you just wasted your time.  
When Jesus said, “Whatever you ask in my name,” I can assure you he was not 
referring to the exact terminology he expects us to use when we pray. He was referring 
to something much broader – the fact that our relationship with Jesus has everything 
to do with our access to God the Father. If we are in right relationship with Jesus, we 
can freely address the Father.  
You know the common saying, “It’s all about who you know.” We know how valuable it 
is to have an inside track. It is much more effective to be able to drop a name that 
makes a connection. Someone might tell you, “When you get there, tell them I sent 
you.” That is supposed to help.  
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It is the same way when petitioning the Father. If we know Christ, we get the inside 
track. But the difference is, we don’t have to formally announce to the Father, “Jesus 
sent me”, because he already knows that. He is way ahead of you. So praying in 
Jesus name is not what you say, it is who you know. It is standing in right relationship 
with Christ when we petition the Father. So don’t scrutinize people’s prayers. Don’t 
pick apart their choice of words. If they know Christ and they are petitioning the Father, 
it’s all good.  

C. Ask	anything,	but	don’t	expect	everything!	
We covered this a few weeks ago when we were in the 14th chapter of John. I will 
quickly reiterate, we have to keep this in context. There is nothing in this context that 
even remotely suggests that Jesus inexplicably quits talking about how his disciples 
will have to learn to adjust to ministering without Him physically there to guide them, 
and suddenly offers this “carte blanche” petition that they can use to gain personal 
wealth and comfort.  
The fact that Jesus tells them they will soon direct their petitions to the Father, then 
tells them to not be afraid to ask anything, is so that the disciples will not have to fear 
judgment from the Father by accidentally asking for the wrong things. If they 
understand that God wants to relate to them as a Father, then they will also 
understand he is patient and kind. He will not be quick to punish them because they 
asked for things He would not grant. If you have children, you know they ask for things 
all the time they will not get. You don’t punish them for asking, but you do use that as 
an opportunity to guide them and help them understand why you don’t always grant 
every wish they make. It is the same with God. We are free to ask without fear of 
provoking the Father. But we also have to understand sometimes the answer is “No”. 
That is what a good father does.  

II. That	Awkward	Moment	When	You	Only	Think	You	Know	
29 Then Jesus’ disciples said, “Now you are speaking clearly and without figures of speech. 
30 Now we can see that you know all things and that you do not even need to have anyone ask 
you questions. This makes us believe that you came from God.” 
Jesus quite clearly told his disciples in the 25th verse that a time would come soon 
when He would reveal things his disciples had not yet fully comprehended.  
The disciples ironically claim that he is now speaking clearly and they completely 
understand, and their belief in Him and, consequently, their belief in him has been 
solidified.  
Ironically, the time when Jesus would speak plainly to them had not yet come and they 
certainly were not understanding everything Jesus was telling them. They were still in 
the dark. They only thought they knew, but they were still clueless.  
It would only be after the resurrection when the disciples would fully understand. It 
would be when the risen Christ would spend 40 days with them that they would get the 
complete picture. They weren’t there yet. 
One of the difficult aspects of pastoring is how many people look to the pastor for 
answers. It is true we have been trained and prepared to have answers to many of 
life’s common questions and pastors can and should serve as a resource for their 
parishioners. However, there are so many things we do not know. There are times we 
cannot give you an answer to your most pressing dilemma. We have questions of our 
own we cannot answer.  
Even in matters of theology, none of us have all the answers. The finest theologians in 
the world do not fully agree on all theological questions.  
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It had to be unsettling to the disciples for Jesus to tell them, after they had just 
declared how they now clearly see and understand, that the time of clarity had not yet 
come and they only thought they understood. That had to throw the disciples back into 
a bit of despair and frustration to realize they didn’t really have it all figured out.  
We find ourselves equally frustrated sometimes. We think we have a good handle on 
things, but we suddenly realize we still have nagging questions that we have never 
gotten a satisfactory answer for.  
Who among us has not pummeled God with that one question – Why? Why have you 
made me the way I am? Why have you led me in this way? Why did you allow me to 
be victimized? Why did my loved one die? Why do I struggle so much to simply live out 
my faith when others make it look so easy? Why am I going through this trial? Job had 
those questions. Paul struggled with unanswered prayer, but God’s answer to Paul is 
quite often God’s answer to many of our questions – “My grace is sufficient.”  
Jesus told his disciples, “There will come a time when you will understand. You will get 
the big picture. It will all make sense.”  
I believe we can hold on to that kind of hope. His grace will sustain us through our time 
of confusion and bring us to the place where we finally understand.  

III. You	Just	Thought	You	Knew	Yourself	
31 “Do you now believe?” Jesus replied. 32 “A time is coming and in fact has come when you 
will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all alone. Yet I am not alone, for 
my Father is with me. 
33 “I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this world you will have 
trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
There are things we know we don’t know.  
There are things we know we know. By far, most of those things are things of the past.  
And there are things we only think we know, and it often comes to us as a surprise to 
discover we really didn’t know. Remember Peter when Jesus kept asking him the 
question to him, “Peter, do you love me more than these?” It suddenly dawned on 
Peter that maybe he didn’t really know himself as well as he thought he did. After all, 
Jesus knew Peter would betray him when Peter adamantly denied he would ever do 
such a thing. 
We simply don’t know ourselves as well as God knows us. We don’t understand 
everything the Spirit is trying to teach us until, in a process of time, it becomes clearer 
to us. That is why we walk in patience and humility. That is why we gladly receive the 
grace God offers us  
Imagine the reaction of the disciples when Jesus told them,  
“A time is coming when you will be scattered, each to your own home. You will leave me all 
alone.” 
It is bad enough when people point out our failures from our past. Imagine how difficult 
it is for God to point out our failures yet to come! That is so discouraging, it is the kind 
of thing that drives us to despair. “Well, if I am doomed to fail, then why am I even 
trying?”   
Actually, that is an excellent question because it is a question that we frail human 
beings can predictably be expected to ask, but it is a question that the enemy will 
batter us with. “You are a loser, why do you even bother to try?” That is the question 
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that has discouraged so many people through the centuries and caused them to 
simply surrender. But they didn’t read the answer.  

A. You	are	not	alone	in	your	struggles	
B. “The	reason	I	have	told	you	these	things	is	so	you	may	have	peace.”	

In the world you will have tribulation. You will fight constant battles. This is not a cake 
walk. This is not a garden stroll. This is a battlefield. There is a war going on and you 
are in the middle of it.  
Jesus basically said, “You are going to incur a few wounds in this battle. You might 
take a bullet once in a while. You might go down. But you can’t give up. You can’t quit. 
You have to keep going. If you get discouraged because you have to fight constant 
battles and you lose a couple along the way, you won’t be able to celebrate the victory 
at the end. Get up! Keep going!!. Don’t quit!! 
One of my favorite chapters in the Bible is the 4th chapter of 2 Corinthians.  
The Williams New Testament puts it this way:  
For I am not proclaiming myself but Christ Jesus as Lord, and myself a slave of yours for Jesus' 
sake. 
6 For God who said, "Let light shine out of darkness," is the One who has shone in my heart, to 
give me the light of the knowledge of God's glory, reflected on the face of Christ. 
7 But I am keeping this jewel in an earthen jar, to prove that its surpassing power is God's, not 
mine.  
8 On every side I am ever hard-pressed, but never hemmed in; always perplexed, but never to 
the point of despair; Tools 
9 always being persecuted, but not deserted; always getting a knockdown, but never a 
knockout; Tools 
10 always being exposed to death as Jesus was, so that in my body the life of Jesus may be 
clearly shown. 
In this powerful passage, Paul sees himself as having this precious treasure from God 
entrusted to him – the light of the knowledge of God’s glory.  Paul observes the irony of 
having such a priceless thing deposited in a fragile clay pot. Then he describes the 
abuse this fragile container will have to endure, ending with the analogy of a boxer 
being repeatedly knocked down, but never knocked out, never taking the ten count; 
never conceding; never giving up, but with each knock down somehow finding the 
resolve deep within to get back up, to keep going.  
It is not so bad to fall down if you get back up. We all fall down sometimes. God knows 
we do. But He told us we would win a few and lose a few so we could have peace. We 
have peace because we understand we don’t win them all on a personal level. We 
have peace because we realize the war doesn’t depend on our perfection. It depends 
on Christ, and he said, “Be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.”  
Winning the war doesn’t depend on us. The only thing we are responsible for is to 
keep going so we can stand with the others in the winners circle, so we can personally 
be a part of the victory celebration.  
.  
 
 


