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Chapter 15 

26 “When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to you from the Father—the Spirit of 
truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify about me. 27 And you also must 
testify, for you have been with me from the beginning. 
Chapter 16 

“All this I have told you so that you will not fall away. 2 They will put you out of the 
synagogue; in fact, the time is coming when anyone who kills you will think they are 
offering a service to God. 3 They will do such things because they have not known the 
Father or me. 4 I have told you this, so that when their time comes you will remember 
that I warned you about them. I did not tell you this from the beginning because I was 
with you, 5 but now I am going to him who sent me. None of you asks me, ‘Where are 
you going?’ 6 Rather, you are filled with grief because I have said these things. 7 But 
very truly I tell you, it is for your good that I am going away. Unless I go away, the 
Advocate will not come to you; but if I go, I will send him to you. 8 When he comes, he 
will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness and judgment: 
9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned. 

I. Concluding	Words	About	Persecution	
A. John’s	Readers	

Remember, John wrote his gospel to meet the needs of his culture, his people. 
His readers would connect with this section in which Jesus was warning his 
disciples about the persecution they would face. The slanders and persecution 
began against the founder and the church was born into an atmosphere of 
persecution. Within 30 years of the death and resurrection of Christ, the 
persecutors were leveling slanderous charges against Christians, including 

1. Political	Insurrection	(claiming	Christ	was	risen)	

2. Cannibalism	(rumors	of	eating	Christ’s	body	during	communion)	

3. Immorality	(accusing	the	Christian	“love	feasts”	to	be	orgies.	

4. Incendiaries	(interpreting	their	message	of	the	world	coming	to	a	fiery	
end	as	threats	they	were	going	to	torch	the	Roman	Empire.	Nero	thus	
found	it	convenient	to	blame	the	Christians	for	the	fire	ravaged	Rome.		

5. The	breakup	of	the	family.	In	cases	where	the	wife	converted	but	the	
husband	did	not,	the	family	was	often	split.	Christians	were	
consequently	blamed	for	the	breakup	of	many	families.	

It is easy to see how the early Christians who would read John’s gospel would 
relate to Christ’s warnings about persecution. These were words they needed to 
hear as their young faith would be severely tested and tried.  

B. The	Role	of	the	Holy	Spirit	During	Persecution	
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As trying as it was going to be, the disciples are again promised the help of the 
Paraclete, the Advocate. The Holy Spirit would be there to help in three ways: 

1. He	would	testify	of	Jesus	to	the	world.	Without	the	Holy	Spirit	prepping	
the	hearts	of	men	and	women	ahead	of	us,	our	message	would	fall	on	
deaf	ears.		

2. In	so	doing,	the	Holy	Spirit	would	guide	evangelism	and	missions.	We	
see	a	wonderful	example	of	that	when	the	Holy	Spirit	led	Philip	from	
Jerusalem	to	Samaria,	to	the	desert	place	where	the	Eunuch	struggled	
to	understand	scripture.		

3. The	Holy	Spirit	would	help	strengthen	and	encourage	the	disciples	in	
the	midst	of	their	trials.	He	would	remind	them	of	the	words	of	Jesus	
that	it	would	not	be	easy,	but	the	mission	would	be	successful.		

C. The	Religious	Spirit	of	the	Persecutors	
Saul was a rabid and avowed persecutor of the young church, going from house 
to house to arrest and imprison men and women alike.  He was ruthless and 
proud of it, fully believing he was doing God’s work. Jesus warned his disciples 
specifically that their persecutors would think they were doing God service. He 
warned them specifically that they would be put out of the synagogues, rejected 
by the religious people of their day, banned from their own house of worship.  

II. The	Work	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
 We have to grasp the dynamics of the moment. Jesus returns to the topic of the 
Holy Spirit, but the disciples have very little understanding of how this is going to 
work. They do understand the physical presence of Jesus, but they don’t fully 
understand how the Holy Spirit is going to help them continue on without Christ 
being physically present to lead them. Jesus attempts to impress on his disciples 
that the Holy Spirit will take over his role as the Paraclete in his absence. The 
Spirit will give them strength and encouragement and empowerment and 
courage. He would serve as their entire resource. At the time Jesus spoke this, 
John did not fully understand what Jesus was promising. But at the time John 
wrote these words, he fully understood how the Holy Spirit would work in them, 
with them, and through them.   
This is the fourth time Jesus has told his disciples about this Paraclete he would 
send to accompany them in their ministry. This time Jesus describes the Holy 
Spirit’s work as that of a Prosecutor.  
Jesus first gives and outline, then he fleshes it out.  
8 When he comes, he will prove the world to be in the wrong about sin and righteousness 
and judgment:  
9 about sin, because people do not believe in me; 10 about righteousness, because I am 
going to the Father, where you can see me no longer; 11 and about judgment, because the 
prince of this world now stands condemned. 
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The familiar King James version says, “He will convict the world of sin and 
righteousness and judgment.” The NIV is more wordy: “He will prove the world to 
be in the wrong.” Both are limited attempts to describe Greek word that has a 
much broader definition than our English translations convey. Just look at a 
variety of translations of this one passage and you will find they use “reprove, 
convince, prove, convict, and prove wrong.” The fact that the translators offer so 
many options indicates they know the Greek word is complex. Even so, the NIV 
version (He will prove the world to be wrong) is most effective at getting us 
headed in the right direction. The Holy Spirit is not content to allow the world to 
promote its twisted lies without being challenged. The world gets it wrong and the 
Holy Spirit is pictured as a prosecutor in a courtroom making a solid case against 
the world, expertly and methodically tearing the world’s case to shreds and 
proving them to be promoting nothing by pure propaganda, designed to keep 
people blinded to the truth.  

A. The	world	gets	it	wrong	about	sin	
We can all agree the Holy Spirit guides us in discerning right from wrong. He 
convicts us of personal sins. He warns us when we are getting too close to moral 
failure. If your conscience isn’t broken, you can rely on the Holy Spirit to warn 
you before hand and convict you after the fact.  
But at this time Jesus was not speaking about the Holy Spirit’s role as guide and 
advisor to the believers. He is speaking of the accusation the Holy Spirit levels 
against the world.  
The world gets it wrong about sin because they do not believe in Jesus. This is a 
critically important point. The reason the world doesn’t truly understand sin is 
because they have no fixed point of reference – they do not believe in Jesus.  
Those who do not have Christ as the fixed reference point for their worldview 
ultimately develop a very strange and perverted worldview.  
“The world” (in the way Christ used the term) is by definition a Christless entity. 
The world today most certainly gets it wrong concerning the issue of sin.  
The first thing they get wrong is they fail to acknowledge sin as it is defined by 
God. They excuse it, rationalize it, normalize it, classify it as organic behavior, 
dress it in the cloak of “rights” and “free choice” and even celebrate it. But they 
hate to acknowledge it as morally offensive. To them, sin is not sin. It is an 
alternative lifestyle. It is freedom to express love to whomever, whatever you 
desire. It is the courage to openly be yourself. Killing babies is not murder, it is 
reproductive rights. It is not adultery, it is an affair. It’s not drunkenness, it is 
chemical dependency. It is not stealing it is misappropriation. It is not lying, it is 
misspeaking. It is not cheating, it is creative problem solving. It is not pride. It is 
self-assurance. Whatever God calls sin, the world seems intent on downplaying 
as harmless, normal behavior; a choice we should not deny others. Ellison 
Research found that only 45% of Americans believe premarital sex is sin, and 
only 30% believe gambling is a sin.  
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While scoffing at God’s list of sins as antiquated and hostile to freedom of choice, 
the world has oddly enough created their own perverted list of sins by which they 
judge everyone else. Here are a few of the things the world calls sin.  
I have heard vegans say it is a sin to eat meat. I have heard animal rights 
activists say it is a sin to wear leather or hunt game, or destroy the egg of an 
endangered bird. I have heard environmentalists say it is a sin to cut down a tree 
or leave too big a carbon foot print. Socialists define everyone as greedy who 
makes more money than they do. One man described the world’s modern day 
view of sin as being nothing more than “bringing cheap wine to a party.” Today, 
sin has become more about not meeting the world’s expectations on social 
issues.  

B. The	world	gets	it	wrong	about	righteousness	
We can’t just talk about the world’s twisted concept of sin and get the whole 
picture. We also have to address the world’s perverted concept of righteousness. 
In Christ’s day, the Pharisees sold themselves to the world as the original 
righteous brothers. But Jesus said, “Except your righteousness exceeds the 
righteousness of the Pharisees, you will not enter the Kingdom of Heaven. The 
world got it wrong concerning righteousness.  
The world still gets it wrong concerning righteousness. People today equate 
righteousness with popularity and success. We know of rock stars and Hollywood 
stars who have come to a tragic end of their life after years of living a life of 
reckless self-destruction, but they are eulogized as heroes and worshipped by 
their fans as the greatest to have ever lived. The world has become quite adept 
at separating a person’s accomplishments from their personal life. If they won an 
Oscar, or set a record in sports, or had a series of hit songs, what does it matter 
if their personal life was a moral mess? The world grants them sainthood based 
on their accomplishments.  
God has a different take on righteousness. Isaiah said, “all our righteousness is 
like filthy rags”. There is nothing we can accomplish that impresses God. Paul 
came to that same conclusion. He had quite an impressive resume. 
I have more: 5 circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of 
Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; in regard to the law, a Pharisee; 6 as for zeal, 
persecuting the church; as for righteousness based on the law, faultless. 
 But Paul said he “counted all those things as a total loss because of the 
surpassing worth of knowing Christ Jesus my Lord.” Paul said,  
I consider them garbage, so that I may gain Christ.  (Phil 3) 

The reason the world gets it wrong is they think righteousness is earned. That is 
why they can worship deeply flawed men and women who have great earthly 
accomplishments, yet deeply despise the flawed Christian who knows the only 
righteousness we have is found through Christ.  

C. The	world	gets	it	wrong	about	judgment.		
…because the prince of this world now stands condemned.  
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Of course the world gets it wrong.  
First, they are following the wrong leader. Their leader, the prince of this world, 
has already been judged. He has no chance of winning. How is it he still have 
any followers? Who follows a guaranteed loser? Who joins a lost cause?  
Second, they don’t understand God’s judgment. They cannot reconcile God as a 
God of love and a God of judgment. They mistakenly believe the two attributes 
are mutually exclusive. As a result, the world doubts that God will ever judge this 
world. They doubt He will come again. Peter prophesied about this skepticism:  
They will say, "What happened to the promise that Jesus is coming again? From before 
the times of our ancestors, everything has remained the same since the world was first 
created." 2 Peter 3:4 
The world just doesn’t get it. They are wrong in their understanding of sin. They 
are wrong in their understanding of righteousness. They are wrong in their 
understanding of God’s judgment. Unfortunately, the world somehow succeeds in 
recruiting millions of disciples with their false teachings.  
But the Holy Spirit is the Heavenly prosecutor. He has come to accuse the world 
of purposeful blindness, and ignorance, and rebellion and. And we can avoid 
being brainwashed by the world if we will follow the Holy Spirit. He makes the 
case against the world and if we follow his counsel, we will avoid being pulled 
into the world’s demented way of thinking. But we need the counsel of the Holy 
Spirit today as much if not more than ever before. The state of this world grows 
worse every day. The last days are the worst. We need the Holy Spirit’ guidance. 
We need His wisdom. We need His counsel. We need his help.  
 


