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18 “If the world hates you, keep in mind that it hated me first. 19 If you belonged to the world, it 
would love you as its own. As it is, you do not belong to the world, but I have chosen you out of 
the world. That is why the world hates you. 20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not 
greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my 
teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will treat you this way because of my name, for 
they do not know the one who sent me. 22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not 
be guilty of sin; but now they have no excuse for their sin. 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father 
as well. 24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of 
sin. As it is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to 
fulfill what is written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 
Look at the opening statement: “If the world hates you…” Jesus was not trying to make 
this a point of debate. He was pointing out that there would undoubtedly be times when 
his followers would experience hatred from people of the world. Naturally, not everyone 
in the world hated Christ. Not everyone would hate his disciples. Not everyone hates 
Christianity. But some did then; some do today.  
With that in mind, Jesus informs his disciples, “If you find there are times people seem 
to hate you with no reasonable explanation, you need to understand exactly why that 
happens.  

I. Explaining	the	world’s	hatred	of	Christ,	Christians	and	Christianity	
A. The	world	hates	you	because	you	don’t	belong	to	their	club.		

Christ basically told His disciples, “The reason the world hates you is because you don’t 
belong to their social club. And, you don’t belong to the world because I chose you OUT 
of this world.” 
The world is a huge social club. If you belong to that club, you are loved and accepted. 
Jesus said, the world loves its own.  
The word “chose” not carries a sense of being separated for the purpose of being 
protected. But God doesn’t call us to be separated from the world so as not to have any 
contact or interaction. It is a spiritual separation, not a physical separation.  
In the late 4th- early 5th century, there was a young boy named Simeon who became a 
Christian at age 13. Within three years, he joined a monastery and began his journey of 
physically removing himself from this world. He was so extreme and so withdrawn, even 
the other monks in the monastery could tolerate him and they kicked him out. His next 
move was to move into a hut and remain in seclusion for 1 ½ years. While there, he 
completely fasted food and drink during the season of Lent. When he emerged, people 
believed it to be a miracle he survived.  
Next, Simeon wandered into the mountains and found a narrow opening in the rocks 
where he made himself a virtual prisoner. The problem was that people kept climbing 
the mountain and seeking him out for counsel and prayer, which annoyed him. Simeon 
moved on, eventually stumbling through the ruins of an ancient city and there he found 
a nine foot pillar still standing. He formed a small platform on top the pillar, and 
determined to spend the rest of his life atop that pillar so he could pray and meditate. 
But nine feet was not high enough to escape the world, and people kept trying to 
convince him to come down, so kept moving to higher pillars until the last one was 50 ft 
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high. He spent 30 years on that last pillar. Strangely enough, the higher he moved, the 
more famous he became and crowds gathered at the base of his pillar waiting for an 
opportunity to climb the ladder during visiting hours. But the whole point was to remove 
himself from the contagious effects of the sinful world. Simeon even started a small 
movement and there were a number of Simeon Stylites who followed after him, known 
as Simeon Stylite the Younger, Simeon Stylite the III, Simeon Stylite of Lesbos, etc.  
Jesus was not calling his disciples out of the world to be physically secluded from the 
world. He was calling them out of the world to be spiritually separated from the ways of 
the world. And that is where the difficulty lies. Some people find it difficult to mingle with 
the world without becoming part of the world. God doesn’t mind that you have unsaved 
friends. I imagine nothing could please God more than to know you are connecting with 
the unsaved. But when you take up their habits, participate in their worldly games, adopt 
their practices, buy into their ungodly philosophies and began to talk like they talk, the 
fact is they succeeded in evangelizing you when you should have been evangelizing 
them.  
Where is your membership? The memberships are mutually exclusive. Dual 
membership is impossible. You can have the world’s approval and applause and 
fellowship, or you can have God’s love and approval. You can have the world cheering 
you on, or you can have God smiling on you. You just can’t have both.  
And here is the bottom line. If you belong to the world, they will love you with their 
special kind of they have for one another. If you do not belong to them, you will 
inevitably encounter someone from the world who hates you because you are a 
Christian.   

B. The	world	hates	you	because	they	are	convicted	of	their	sins	because	of	what	you	
stand	for.		

There is an enmity between good and evil. Jesus said,  
22 If I had not come and spoken to them, they would not be guilty of sin; but now they have no 
excuse for their sin. . 23 Whoever hates me hates my Father as well. 

24 If I had not done among them the works no one else did, they would not be guilty of sin. As it 
is, they have seen, and yet they have hated both me and my Father. 25 But this is to fulfill what is 
written in their Law: ‘They hated me without reason.’ 
Twice Jesus says their problem is personal guilt.  
There are two things Jesus did that caused them to be guilty of their sin. The first was 
what He had spoken to them.  
The second thing that condemned them was works He did here on earth, works no one 
else did. He told them and He showed them. Therefore, there was no legitimate excuse 
for them to reject Jesus or His message. The reason He was rejected was because of 
the hardness of their heart, because of their pride, because of their devotion to their 
religion instead of their devotion to God.  
There were two possible avenues they could take – accept Jesus and His teachings or 
reject Him. They chose to reject Him and they did so in great hatred and anger. In so 
doing, they also rejected the Father.  
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II. If	they	persecuted	Me,	they	will	persecute	you	too.		
20 Remember what I told you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, 
they will persecute you also. If they obeyed my teaching, they will obey yours also. 21 They will 
treat you this way because of my name, for they do not know the one who sent me. 
 “Because of my name…” 
There are some cases where people admire Christ, but despise “Christians”. The 
reason is because those so called “Christians” really do not faithfully represent Christ 
and they turn Christianity into some perverted religion Christ would never recognize.  
But Christ is speaking of another situation in which the world despises the true followers 
of Christ because they despise Christ. Oddly enough, these people really don’t know 
Christ. They have just heard something about Him and they hate him.  
Mocking Jesus has become a popular trend these days.  
A new film in the works is called “Jesus of Nazareth” and depicts Jesus as being born 
from a Roman soldier who raped Mary.  
The gay community in San Francisco hosted a “Hunky Jesus” contest in which bearded 
contestants carried crosses and wore crowns of thorns.  
In her song called Judas, Lady Gaga sings about being in love with Christ’s betrayer.  
Comedienne Sarah Silverman produced a five minute video in which she is visited by 
Jesus, who appeals to her to be His spokesman against the Christians community, 
whom He deems to be intolerant. Then she and this mock Jesus spend the rest of the 
night watching a NCIS marathon and eating popcorn. Silverman later asks Jesus, 
“When does life begin?”, (obviously alluding to the abortion debate) and Jesus says, 
“Fertilized eggs are not people. People are people.” Silverman shouts, “THANK YOU!”. 
The entire video is so vile and disgusting, it is an obvious mockery of the Jesus of the 
Bible we know. 
But why? Why is this Jesus - a man who lived 2000 years ago; a man many of these 
people doubt existed – why is this Jesus still the source of such bitter hatred? It all 
started when Jesus was on trial and those around him began to mock him and pluck his 
beard and slap him when He was blindfolded and mockingly dare him to prophesy, 
“Who slapped you?” But why did those people hate him so much to do those things? 
What mean or cruel thing did Jesus ever say or do to them?  

III. The	hatred	is	inexplicable	by	human	standards.		
Let me illustrate this in a modern day context. Tim Tebow.  While playing college 
football with the Florida Gators, Tebow set many personal, school and national records. 
He broke the school rushing record previously set by the more famous Emmit Smith. 
His first professional team was the Denver Broncos where he played well and led the 
team in several comeback victories. However, Tim Tebow is not ashamed of his 
Christianity. He would bow on one knee on the field to give thanks to God and he drew 
fiery hatred and criticism from the world. Tim is a classy man who lives out his morals 
without compromise. One of the leading models in the world broke up with Tebow 
because he refused to have sex with her.  



Why The World Hates Christians 

 4 

Tebow’s troubles started in college when he would write a scripture reference in the eye 
paint under his eye, which prompted the passage of the Tebow rule, which prohibited 
college players from writing messages in their face paint. The rule specifically was 
targeted at Tebow. In spite of Tebow’s stellar college career and impressive 
performance with the Broncos, he was black-balled by NFL teams and many NFL fans 
because of his Christianity. The hate that was aimed at Tebow was without cause. He 
didn’t mistreat people. He didn’t have a huge ego. He didn’t smart off. He didn’t throw 
temper tantrums. He didn’t complain about being mistreated or about lack of playing 
time. But he was attacked with a vile hatred because he bowed on one knee and 
thanked God for his blessings. Tebow has now left football and signed to play baseball 
with the New York Mets in the instructional league. In his first at bat as a professional, 
Tim hit the very first pitch for a home run. The critics immediately started on Twitter. “I 
hate him”. “He is a thirty year old playing against teenagers.” “It is the instructional 
league. Why is that news?” “The pitcher was paid off.” “He is taking a roster spot away 
from somebody who can actually play.” And this one: “God is the worst.”  
The hatred is without reason. In other words, it is totally unwarranted.  
However, there really is a reason, and Jesus revealed it. Jesus says it is because they 
don’t know the one who sent Him.  
That is the root of the problem. People really don’t know God. They either don’t believe 
in God, or they don’t honor Him as God. It should not be surprising to us what a godless 
society does.  
But that is where we come into play. It is our calling, our duty to evangelize. That word 
means take the good news to a godless world. And we cannot do that if we isolate 
ourselves from the world. And we cannot do that if we allow the world to evangelize us 
before we evangelize them. We cannot do that if we take up membership in the world’s 
social order. We cannot do that if the world claims us as one of theirs.  
We have been called out of this world by Christ.  

A. That	means	three	things.	He	has	separated	us	from	the	destructive	ways	of	the	
world.	

B. He	has	separated	us	so	we	can	be	effective	in	helping	those	who	are	lost.	The	
blind	can’t	lead	the	blind.	We	can’t	offer	them	a	hand	up	if	we	are	in	the	same	
low	condition	they	are	in.		

C. Because	we	have	been	called	out	of	this	world,	the	world	will	despise	us.		
In Matthew, Christ described the fickle, childish ways of the hyper-critical world like this. 
John the Baptist came and didn’t spend his time in fellowship with people. He lived as a 
hermit in the wilderness then burst onto the scene with a scathing message of 
repentance for the world. People accused him of being demon possessed.  
Then Jesus came with a totally different kind of ministry and approach. He attended 
feasts and ate with sinners and his critics called him a glutton and drunkard.  
Jesus summarized it this way.  
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To what can I compare this generation? It is like children playing a game in a public square. 
They complain to their friends, “We played wedding songs and you didn’t dance. We played 
funeral songs and you didn’t mourn.” 
You can’t please the world. You just have to do what you have to do. But Jesus gave 
two promises. The first promise is, “If they persecuted me, they will persecute you.”  
But the second promise is, “If they listened to me, they will listen to you.”  
Translation – Many will hate you because you bring my message. They hated me, they 
will hate my messengers. But, just like the fact I was not totally rejected, there will be 
some who will listen. You have to ignore those who reject you and keep looking for 
those who will listen. They are out there. Don’t be discouraged. Keep spreading the 
good news. Some will hear you and respond. That is who you are laboring for. That is 
what the calling is about. Bearing fruit! 
 
 
  


