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18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, the world will not 
see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 20 On that day 
you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever 
has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves me will 
be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself 
to us and not to the world?” 

23 Jesus replied, “Anyone who loves me will obey my teaching. My Father will love 
them, and we will come to them and make our home with them. 24 Anyone who does not 
love me will not obey my teaching. These words you hear are not my own; they belong to 
the Father who sent me. (John 14) 

I. Three	Key	Points	In	This	Passage	
A. Key	Point	#1	God	has	not	abandoned	you	

When Jesus assures his disciples he will not leave them as orphans, he again 
draws attention to the fact that the disciples are deeply concerned about being 
abandoned. When reading the gospel accounts, we don’t often see this insecure 
side of the disciples. They had abandoned all to follow Jesus, but being unable to 
see the big picture, they were confused and nervous about their future. Jesus 
kept speaking to them about some journey he is going to take and they can’t go 
with him, but someday he would come back for them. He talked to them about 
not letting their heart be troubled. He promised them he would not leave them 
like orphans. All this talk was deeply troubling as they just didn’t understand what 
it was all about. It sounded like it was the end of their journey and Jesus 
abandoning them. Christ’s repeated words of assurance seemed only to make 
them more anxious.  
It is important for us to know that we are not the only ones who struggle with fear 
and doubt and anxiety. The disciples experienced all of that. It is also equally 
important for us to know that the promises Jesus left with his disciples are good 
for us as well. We can’t see the future. We don’t understand what God is doing to 
us and with us. But we have to keep reminding ourselves that God has not 
abandoned us.  
One of the lowest tricks of the enemy is to try to convince you God has 
abandoned you. Abandonment is one of the most dreaded of human conditions. 
Abandonment creates a violent upheaval of our comfort zone. Abandonment 
causes people to question their self-worth. Whether it is a spouse being 
abandoned by a spouse, a child being abandoned by a parent, or a friend being 
abandoned by the person they thought to be their best friend, the psychological 
scars are deep and devastating.  
Abandonment can be more than just physical. It can be emotional. For a child, 
emotional abandonment can occur when a parent refuses to allow the child to be 
less than perfect. Instead of being corrected, the child is ridiculed. The child 
craves attention, but the parent is too busy to invest in the child’s world. The child 
needs love, but the parent offers criticism. The child is not allowed to talk about 
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their hurts and their pain and their fears. They are told big boys and big girls don’t 
cry. They are coached to divorce themselves from their emotions.  
It is precisely because we have had such traumatic experiences with physical or 
emotional abandonment that we find it difficult to truly believe God will not do the 
same thing to us. We have learned to fear pouring our heart out to God because 
we fear He will tell us we are just weak. But God will not abandon you. He will not 
emotionally abandon you. He will never leave you nor forsake you. He will not 
refuse to give you an audience when you cry out to Him. Cast all your cares on 
Him, because He cares for you.  

B. Key	Point	#2	You	Cannot	Love	God	Without	Obeying	God	
21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. 

 This was one of the central messages of Jesus throughout his earthly ministry. 
In his famous Sermon on the Mount, Jesus pounded this truth again and again. It 
is about more than what you say and what you believe. It is about putting your 
love for God into action and obeying his words.  
If there is one thing I would love to see as a pastor, it is for professing Christians 
to live out their faith in practical, everyday ways. If there is one thing that deeply 
disappoints me as a pastor, and that is when I see professing Christian fail to 
make obedience to God their number one priority. I can understand we are all 
imperfect human beings. But I am not talking about our human flaws. I am talking 
about those Christians who have not yet learned how to make obedience to God 
their number one guiding principle in life. Our daily motto ought to be, “What does 
God want me to do?” This guiding principle should govern every moral and 
ethical decision we make.  
In my 36 years of pastoring, there have been a more than a few times when I 
have had to have a serious talk with certain individuals in my congregation. I 
have had to talk to both men and women who were unfaithful to their spouses. I 
have had to talk to young people who were caught up in immoral activities. I have 
had to talk to a teenager in my church who was expelled from school for drinking 
alcohol. Raised in a Christian Family. Raised in church, but going  out on a 
drinking binge with his buddies and getting expelled from school. I have had to 
talk to another young man, raised in church, who began to run with the wrong 
crowd and got into drugs. There have been many cases of moral failure I have 
had to address. In every case, the man or the woman or the young man or the 
young lady failed to make obedience to God their number one priority. They 
simply wanted to do what they wanted to do and pleasing God and obeying Him 
was secondary to the call of the wild, or the approval of their friends.  
God wants Christian men and women who have drawn a clear line in the sand 
and refuse to cater to the flesh. God wants men and women with the moral 
courage to stand up to the temptations of the world and say, “As for me and my 
house, we will serve the Lord!!!” God wants men and women who refuse to sell 
out their faith for a few minutes of worldly pleasure. God wants young men and 
young women who love God enough to refuse to march to the beat of this world, 
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who have a clear understanding of what sin is and what it means to please God, 
who refuse to talk filthy just because the world talks filthy; who refuse to play illicit 
sex games just because everybody is it doing it; who refuse to sell out their 
virginity and their purity just because the crowd dares them; who will quit taking 
their moral cues from Hollywood and will vow to live by the Holy Book;  who 
refuse to join the wild party because they have this clear understanding of what it 
means to obey God.  

C. Key	point	#3.	God	doesn’t	do	things	our	way.	Get	used	to	it.		
22 Then Judas (not Judas Iscariot) said, “But, Lord, why do you intend to show yourself 
to us and not to the world?” 
Judas represents all those people who think they have a better plan than God.  
I know it was just a question, but clearly implied in the question is the suggestion 
that it would be much better if Jesus showed himself to everyone, not just his 
disciples.  
It was Christ’s decision (God’s decision) to fully reveal himself after the 
resurrection to his disciples, but not to the entire world. Jesus wanted his 
disciples fully persuaded that their cause was legitimate. They would have to be 
prepared to die for what they believed in and they needed to be fully persuaded.  
However, Christ was not interested in providing such proof to a skeptical world. 
After all, the world has a way of denying plain truth. It would not have been 
favorable to Christianity for Christ to provide indisputable proof to the skeptics of 
the world then have them still go on record denying the evidence. Therefore, 
Christ reveals himself to those who are open to the truth, who are honest in their 
search for truth, who are willing to be convinced by the evidence.  
Judas did not understand that. He just figured if Jesus revealed himself fully to 
everyone, the entire world would be convinced and follow him. Can you see how 
differently humans think that the way God thinks? That is why we have to 
surrender to the wisdom of His ways, not contending with God to do things our 
way.  

II. Three	More	Key	Points	
25 “All this I have spoken while still with you. 26 But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all things and will remind you of 
everything I have said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you; my peace I give you. I do not 
give to you as the world gives. Do not let your hearts be troubled and do not be afraid. 
28 “You heard me say, ‘I am going away and I am coming back to you.’ If you loved me, 
you would be glad that I am going to the Father, for the Father is greater than I. 29 I have 
told you now before it happens, so that when it does happen you will believe. 30 I will 
not say much more to you, for the prince of this world is coming. He has no hold over 
me, 31 but he comes so that the world may learn that I love the Father and do exactly 
what my Father has commanded me. 

A. Another	function	of	the	Paraclete	
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The Holy Spirit, the Paraclete, is here described as the one who will expand on 
the teachings of Jesus. He will remind the disciples what they had been taught 
and also teach them how those things would apply in their ongoing ministry.  
The Holy Spirit is not in competition with Jesus. He does not bring fresh new 
teachings. He unfolds the teachings of Christ to us.  
Sadly, there are people today who come up with some weird, off-the-wall stuff 
and attribute it to what the Spirit showed them. That is deplorable. The Holy Spirit 
never reveals anything that is contradictory to what Jesus taught. The Holy Spirit 
furthers the mission and the teachings of Christ. He is in complete agreement 
with scripture. He carries on the same mission started by Jesus.  

B. Another	charge	to	the	disciples	not	to	worry,	not	to	fear.		
 We started off this chapter with Jesus saying, “Let not your heart be troubled.” 
Then Jesus referred back to this repeatedly in his message to his disciples.  
“Don’t be troubled.”  
“I will not leave you as orphans.” 
“I give you a special peace and you need not be troubled or afraid.”  
The fact is, God cannot speak peace and comfort to us too many times. It seems 
we require constant reassurance that everything is going to be alright.  

C. A	Different	kind	of	peace	
Peace in the Roman Empire was obtained by military conquest. Jesus was 
promising a peace so different from the kind the world knows. The world 
understands peace as absence of conflict. Jesus was not promising absence of 
conflict. He was promising peace in the midst of conflict. Jesus was not 
promising to change the outward circumstances. He was promising to bring 
strength and assurance to his disciples regardless of what storms assailed them. 
We want the world’s brand of peace – no conflict. But there is no place we can 
go where there is no conflict. What we need is the peace Jesus promised. It is 
the peace that enables you to fight to daily conflicts of life and still press your 
head to your pillow and sleep in the midst of the storm. Who wouldn’t want all 
your troubles to vanish? But when we realize we are surrounded by troubles and 
conflict, what we really need is the gift of Christ that refuses to be driven mad by 
the raging battle, but instead finds that oasis of peace when surrounded by the 
raging storms of life. Do you have that peace, or do you allow the cares and 
struggles of life to rob you of any quality of life? You need God’s peace. Jesus 
promised. You can have it. You need it. Get it! Don’t leave church without it. Get 
it today! 

D. One	more	thing	–	The	Prince	of	this	world	is	coming	

1. Don’t	forget	the	enemy	is	constantly	at	work	
We have to develop a keen awareness of the presence and work of the enemy. 
We can’t forget he is working tirelessly to abort our mission. He is constantly 
busy killing, and stealing, and destroying. He is always working to make us 
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blame each other or blame society or blame anyone but him. He is the author of 
confusion. He is the one who puts up all the roadblocks to impede our progress. 
He is the one who publishes tons of propaganda to try to convince us we are 
losing the battle, that God has forsaken us, that everything is hopeless. He is the 
one pulling every trick in the book to gain the advantage over us. He is the 
messenger of despair. He is the one who whispers words of discouragement day 
and night. He is the one who accuses you and tries to shame you. He is the one 
spreading nothing but lies. You think politicians are hopeless liars? They don’t 
hold a candle compared to satan. He is the father of liars and the father of lies. 
He is the deceiver, the manipulator, the critic of every good and righteous thing 
you try to do.  
The apostles would be ordained to help the newborn church grow into the 
powerful organism God intended it to be, but every step of the way, the church 
would be opposed by satan and the powers of hell. It was so from the beginning 
and it is still so today. Doing God’s work through the church always has been and 
always will be the ultimate struggle of good vs evil. There is nothing you will do in 
God’s work that will not be violently opposed by the powers of hell.  
But Jesus gave us a valuable bit of information.  
“The prince of this world is coming, but he has no hold over me.” 
That little nugget of information is priceless. What we learn from this is that the 
power of satan is rooted in sin. Christ was sinless and satan had no sway or 
power over him. Satan has power and influence over people because people 
dabble in sin. Satan has power and influence over some churches because those 
churches are infected with sin.  
But the church that is following Jesus, the church that refuses to compromise 
with the shameful standards of the world, the church that is sold out to Christ and 
full of the Holy Spirit, that church will not be held captive by the powers of Hell. In 
fact, that church will put on the whole armor of God and go out and storm the 
gates of Hell and the gates of Hell will crumble under the feet of God’s army.  
We can’t just sit and wring our hands and complain about what Hell is 
accomplishing today. It is time for the true Church of the Lord Jesus Christ to do 
battle against the darkness creeping across our land. It is time for the Church of 
Jesus Christ to quit letting hell kidnap our youth. It is time for the church to quit 
letting the powers of hell break up our families. It is time for the Church of Jesus 
Christ to quit letting Hell run rough shod over our congregations. It is time for the 
Church of Jesus Christ to rise up and say, “No More!  We won’t huddle behind 
the rocks in fear of the giants any longer. Like David said to Goliath, You come to 
us with sword and spear, but we come to you in the name of the Lord!”  
Church, Rise Up! Awaken from your slumber! We are at war! Souls are at stake!  
Do you really want to lay down and die, or are you ready to fight?  
 


