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I. The	Science	of	Petitioning	Prayer	
12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they 
will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do 
whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may ask 
me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

I know the heading of this section sounds like one of those modern day formulas 
telling people the secret of answered prayers. It is sad that anyone gets caught up in 
thinking there is a specific formula. That mentality causes people to focus on precise 
wording, fearing if the prayer is not properly constructed God has no obligation to 
respond. On the flip side, there is almost a superstition that if the prayer is properly 
formulated God has to answer.  
One of the mistaken notions is placing undue stress on who we pray to – Jesus or the 
Father. Jesus didn’t make that a critical point in His teachings. In the Lord’s Prayer, 
Jesus said “Pray like this”, then he started off, “Our Father”.  
But here, Jesus said, “Ask me for anything in my name and I will do it.” The important 
point is this: don’t worry so much about the construction of the prayer. There are two 
other factors much more important – the nature of the prayer and the state of your 
heart.  
That brings us to the next point. Few scriptures have been as abused as this passage. 
There are those who primarily see the two phrases - “I will do whatever you ask me in 
my name”, and “Ask me for anything in my name” and they fail to see any qualifiers. 
To them, anything means anything, and that leads to ridiculous petitions that have no 
chance of being entertained by God.  
There is an unmistakable guiding principle for prayer that prevents us from writing our 
own self-serving ticket with God. Here is the qualifier: “So that the Father may be 
glorified in the Son.” This is the principle that compelled Jesus, and the same principle 
we are expected to follow. That is the reason “anything” doesn’t mean “any thing” we 
can imagine; things that glorify us; things that serve only our purpose; things that are 
out of the will of God.  
There is a second less obvious qualifier found in the phrase “in my name”. The most 
popular modern day interpretation of that is “by the authority of the name of Jesus” and 
is popularly taught by positive confession/name-it-and-claim-it preachers and teachers. 
The concept sells well with the general public. The claim goes something like this: 
When you approach the Father in Jesus name, you are approaching him in the 
authority of Christ. The Father may not listen to you, but since you come in Christ’s 
authority, He will hear you.”  
The problem is, that is not what the people in that cultural time period understood 
about invoking someone’s name. In the context of that Jewish culture, the name 
carried the special sense of the nature of the person named. You can clearly see that 
throughout the Jewish history in the Old Testament when people were given names 
and then the meaning of that name is explained. “Abraham” meant “father of 
multitudes.” Jacob meant “cheat”. Israel meant “one who prevails with God” or 
“triumphant one”. To the Jews, praying in Jesus name would not have meant invoking 
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His authority, but recognizing the nature of the man who bore the name. When we 
properly pray in the name of Jesus, we pray in agreement with the nature of Jesus, we 
pray in accordance with a higher standard set by the character and nature of Christ. In 
simple terms, praying in the name of Jesus is like asking “How would Jesus pray?”  

II. Another	Paraclete	
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you 
another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The world cannot 
accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with 
you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19 Before long, 
the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you also will live. 
20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you are in me, and I am in you. 
21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me. The one who loves 
me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love them and show myself to them.” 

A. Our	Resource	
The Greek word Paracletos has been translated different ways by different translators. 
That very fact indicates the problem we have with finding the right word to fully 
express the concept of Paracletos.  
The word has been translated, Helper, Comforter, Advocate, Counselor, and even 
Paraclete.  
The problem with these words is they do not give an adequate, complete picture of 
what the Holy Spirit does.  
The word Helper seems to imply that you are in charge and the Holy Spirit is there to 
assist you. That does not properly express the relationship we have with Him.  
The word Comforter, while expressing one facet of the Holy Spirit’s role, is too limited 
to fully express Paracletos.  
The world Advocate also points to another facet of the Holy Spirit’s work in our behalf, 
but we often fail to understand how that advocacy works. The term “advocate” is a 
legal term and we most often default to thinking of the Holy Spirit acting in the role of a 
defense attorney, presenting our case before the Father, as though the Father has 
different feelings about us than does the Holy Spirit and needs to be persuaded in our 
behalf. But Jesus already took care of the advocacy on the cross. The Spirit’s work is 
not that of a defense attorney before the Father, but of a prosecutor in our behalf and 
in the Father’s behalf before the disobedient world.   
By translating the word into our English Paraclete, we might be using a more obscure 
word that sends people running for their dictionary, but at least we are not choosing 
another word that lacks the full dimension of “paracletos.” 

B. 				Two	Paracletes	
Notice the specific wording. Jesus said he would send another “paraclete”, indicating 
he also acted in the role of our paraclete. The clear implication is the Holy Spirit would 
carry out the role Jesus had filled while He walked here on Earth. He was their mentor 
and their guide. He taught them, advised them, groomed them, and empowered them. 
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In His absence, Jesus would provide the Holy Spirit to carry on those same duties for 
His followers.  
We often wondered what it would be like to walk with Jesus when He came to dwell 
among us. We wonder what it would have been like to hear him teach and to witness 
his powerful ministry. But the fact is, we have the Holy Spirit committed to resourcing 
us just like Jesus did for His disciples. That is a little difficult to comprehend because 
the Holy Spirit is not in our midst in fleshly bodily form. What we cannot physically see 
our touch is more difficult to assess and appreciate.  
Regardless, the fact remains that Jesus did not fail to send the Holy Spirit to continue 
to direct His work here on Earth.  
Before Jesus became the Paraclete for His disciples, they were powerless men 
making a living but making no spiritual impact on their world. With Jesus as their 
Paraclete, they were learning that there was more to life than existing, than just 
making a living and providing for their family. Jesus came to proclaim the gospel, the 
good news, and that good news, was the proclamation that God’s kingdom was being 
established here on Earth. Jesus recruited handpicked men to train to help in the 
ongoing project of establishing God’s Kingdom. They went from being fishermen and 
farmers and tax collectors and general laborers to being messengers of the good news 
and executors of the will of God. But without the Paraclete, they did nothing 
spectacular, nothing life-changing, nothing earth shattering. Then their Paraclete came 
along and he gave them a new purpose and empowered them to do mighty works. 
They were astonished that suddenly demonic forces were subject to them; the sick 
were healed, the lame made to walk, the blind made to see. They were nothing without 
their Paraclete, but they were vessels and channels of the power of God because their 
Paraclete ordained them and empowered them to be so.  
Jesus ended the first phase of His earthly mission by the crucifixion and resurrection. 
Then He ascended into Heaven and the disciples wondered what would be come of 
them and their Kingdom project. It seemed it would all come to a premature end. But 
Jesus already had a plan. He always has a plan, but we just don’t see past the 
present. His plan was to send another Paraclete to carry on the work for generations 
to come.  
“You will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you. And you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and Judea and Samaria and to the ends of the Earth.”  
“Wait in Jerusalem until you are endued with power.” And they did. And Peter 
declared, “This is what Joel prophesied, that the Holy Spirit would be poured out on all 
people without class distinction. Old men, young men, handmaids and servants.” 
Everyone would be eligible.  
And there is unmistakable evidence that proved the Holy Spirit was poured out o the 
day of Pentecost. The Paraclete has been sent. The Paraclete is here to help the 
church carry out the ministry of Jesus, the proclamation of the good news.  

III. Why	Is	The	Local	American	Church	So	Powerless?		
A. Fact:	God	still	has	a	work	He	wants	done.		
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We are still under Divine directions to take the good news of the Kingdom of God to a 
lost and hopeless world. The orders have not changed, the work has not ceased, the 
project has not died. God prepared the church to carry this work on from generation to 
generation. It is ridiculous to think we have come to the end of our effectiveness. It is 
absurd to think the church has become obsolete. It is ludicrous to think the world has 
become so wicked that the church has no room left to operate. It is preposterous to 
lose heart and surrender to the encroaching darkness and simply wave the white flag. 
There are 7 billion people on the face of the Earth, over 4 billion of whom still need the 
life changing message of the Gospel. The work is not done, the battle is not over. The 
fields are white to harvest, we just need committed harvesters.  

B. Fact:	The	Paraclete	is	still	here	to	ensure	the	successful	mission	of	the	church.	
The first Paraclete ascended into Heaven, but the second Paraclete has come. He is 
here to empower the church. He descended on willing vessels with irrefutable signs on 
that Day of Pentecost and He has been here every day since, night and day, day in 
and day out, year after year and He is as real and present in the 21st century as He 
was in that first century. That same Spirit that fell on those disciples is here to ensure 
the ministry of the church.  

C. Fact:	Christianity	is	losing	ground	in	the	United	States	
It seems the power and effectiveness of the church is waning in our nation. Almost 
every denomination is in decline. The morals in our nation are sliding.  

IV. So,	what	is	the	problem?		
The Holy Spirit hasn’t resigned. The mission is still active. However, we seem to be 
losing ground in America. What is the problem? 

A. The	church	that	has	dismissed	the	Holy	Spirit	
The problem is this: Too many local churches have lost touch with the Holy Spirit. If by 
saying, “The Church” I refer to the collective state of the church in the United States 
including all denominations, then I would say the church is sick. There are still some 
good local churches who are doing a good work, but collectively, they are 
overshadowed by the worthlessness and powerlessness of thousands of other 
churches who have lost touch with the Holy Spirit. There are too few local churches 
who are still actively carrying out God’s mission by the power of the Holy Spirit to turn 
back the encroaching darkness in America.  
Too many churches have become entertainment centers, but there is no place for the 
Holy Spirit. Too many churches have become social clubs, but there is not place for 
the Holy Spirit. Too many churches have become mainly dedicated to the social 
gospel, feeding and clothing the needy, and doing good social works, but they have 
abandoned the truth of God’s word. They have bought into Political Correctness 
instead of Biblical Correctness. They have compromised the truth in order to make 
peace. They fear offending anyone, but in the process cannot preach the truth 
because the truth cuts to the heart.  

1. The	church	that	has	forsaken	Truth	
In our passage for today, Jesus said,  
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16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with you 
forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. 

Our Paraclete is the Spirit of Truth. But the modern American church has dismissed 
the Holy Spirit. They don’t need the Holy Spirit to hand out free meals. They don’t 
need the Holy Spirit to run second hand stores. They don’t need the Holy Spirit to 
support gay rallies in downtown Davenport. They don’t need the Holy Spirit to sponsor 
Christian beer fests in their church.  
They don’t need the Holy Spirit to preach feel good messages about treating your 
neighbor with respect. They don’t need the Holy Spirit to lead them when they have 
multiple thousands of dollars pouring into their coffers every week.  
And in rejecting the Holy Spirit, they have rejected the Spirit of Truth.  
Some of you may have seen an article circulating on social media this week.  
Rev. Bromleigh McCleneghan, a married mother of three and associate pastor for 
ministry with families at Union Church of Hinsdale in Illinois, has written a book called 
“Good Christian Sex” and says single Christians can have sex as long as it's "mutually 
pleasurable and affirming." 
This is only one example of how too many pastors, too many local churches long to 
please the world rather than please God. They don’t need the Holy Spirit to act like an 
alley cat. They have tossed out the Spirit Truth and they are peddling a soft, 
compromised, feel-good message to a lazy, self-indulgent congregation.  

B. The	church	that	never	looks	beyond	their	own	abilities,	strength	and	resources.	
This church might be a busy church, but they are busy with their own agenda. They 
are not busy about God’s appointed task.  
We simply don’t need the Holy Spirit in order to do the possible. WE need the Holy 
Spirit to do the impossible. We don’t need the Holy Spirit to do “lesser works”. We 
need the Holy Spirit to help us do the greater works Jesus promised. I can’t imagine 
turning the city of Davenport around by ourselves, but we have the Promised 
Paraclete to help us fulfill our mission. 
The Holy Spirit will not abide where He is not needed or welcomed.  
Is the Holy Spirit welcome in our church? I don’t mean taking a moment for a message 
in tongues. I have seen people give messages in tongues that can give a tongue 
lashing before they exit the church doors. I am talking about welcoming the Holy Spirit 
into our midst by honoring Him, by honoring truth, by respecting God’s house, by 
engaging in genuine worship of God and not worship of worship. Is the Holy Spirit 
welcome in our church? Do we understand we are as powerless as those disciples 
were in their mundane life before Christ if we don’t have the Paraclete to empower us 
for our mission? We don’t need the Holy Spirit for cut and dried programs. We don’t 
need the Holy Spirit for maintaining the status quo.  
Let us not shrink from our duty. Holy Spirit we need you!!!  
 


