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I. The	Case	For	Christ	
A. Answering	the	Skeptics.	

In the 19th century, a new breed of theologians began to take a more modern, 
liberal, and compromising approach to Biblical interpretation. Although time does 
not permit a detailed analysis of their work, in general we can say they 
questioned such things as the life, and ministry of Jesus, the reliability and 
authority of the Bible, and the validity of miracles and the supernatural. Although 
scholars expressed reservation and doubt about these issues, there were 
differing degrees of skepticism. While one may have merely questioned the 
miracles Jesus performed, another may have completely questioned his very 
existence.  
During that time in Germany, a young man named David Strauss was sent to a 
school of theology at the young age of twelve. Thus began his journey into the 
confused neo-theology that was emerging in the schools.  
At the time, it was basically the liberals vs. the conservatives, theologically 
speaking. The liberals were rationalists and believed the miracles of Jesus really 
happened but were not genuine miracles. They sought rational explanations for 
everything that happened and suggested the primitive minds of those days 
merely chose to believe they were miracles.  
The conservatives were supernaturalists and believed in the gospel accounts of 
the miracles of Jesus.  
Strauss developed a third option. Although he believed in the historical Jesus, he 
suggested the stories of his miracles were mythical additions added by later 
generations of devoted followers to help embellish the story. Strauss began his 
skeptical works by asking the question, “Who is this Jesus?”  
Strauss wasn’t the first to ask that question. The skeptical Jews of Jesus’s day 
also grappled with that same question.  
The liberal theologians of the 19th century made an enduring impact on 
Christianity that is still felt today and even threatens to completely overtake the 
conservative approach to Biblical theology.  
John wrote his own gospel account for the express purpose of establishing the 
true identity of the Son of God. He was driven to provide a solid response to the 
question of “Who is this Jesus”. John’s gospel continues to be a priceless work 
for those who continue even in this day and age to ask that same question, “Who 
is this Jesus?”  
When we read the gospel of John with this in mind, we see how skillfully John put 
this work together to prove the case for Christ. He begins with that masterful 
prologue introducing Jesus as the Word that, even in the beginning was not only 
with God, but was God. Then John provides a list of miraculous “signs” that point 
provide proof of His messiah-ship and son-ship. And now we enter into a section 
of this work in which Jesus explains his relationship to the Father. 

B. Philip	embodies	the	root	of	the	problem	with	humanity	
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One of the glaring moments in this section is how Philip represents the dullness 
of humanity in grasping the truths Jesus is trying to teach them. Throughout the 
gospel of John, the disciples have continuously demonstrated their clumsiness 
and blindness. But it all seems to reach a climax at this point. Jesus makes this 
very clear and very powerful declaration:  
“I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 
7 If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, you do know 
him and have seen him.” 

Then, Philip immediately says this:  
“Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.”  

And Jesus gives a rather sharp rebuke to Philip. 
“Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you such a long time? 
Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 
10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is in me? 

“Don’t you believe?” Jesus identifies the problem. Philip suggests that the 
problem is lack of evidence. Jesus insists the evidence is adequate. Now, it is a 
matter of belief and faith. Jesus was not asking Philip to make a blind leap of 
faith. They had walked with the master for three years and unmistakable signs 
were demonstrated along the way. Now, Jesus fully expects them to believe in 
Him, and is not happy that Philip says, “Show us the Father and that will be 
enough for us.”  
There are people who simply refuse to believe in the evidence, at least when it 
comes to spiritual matters. They don’t mind believing in scientific theories that 
have no hard, irrefutable facts. Some people insist that they need proof for God 
before they will believe. They say God is unprovable, therefore, they cannot 
believe. But there are many things that are unprovable that they choose to 
believe in. History is scientifically unprovable because it cannot be reproduced in 
a controlled environment. Moral truth cannot be scientifically proven. Experiential 
truth cannot be scientifically proven, like your love for your spouse or your 
children. But Jesus provided adequate evidence for who He claimed to be. His 
disciples were safe to believe in Him, but Philip makes up his own criteria. “Show 
us the Father!” But who is to say they would believe the appearance of the 
Father anymore than they believed the appearance of the Son in their very 
presence? There is always room to explain anything away that one chooses not 
to believe in.  

II. The	Trinity	
A. Jesus	and	the	Father	

The words I say to you I do not speak on my own authority. Rather, it is the Father, living 
in me, who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the works themselves. 12 Very truly 
I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I will do 
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whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 You may 
ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

Then Jesus goes into a vivid explanation of his very unique relationship to the 
Father.  
What Jesus shares next has kept theologians busy for centuries. There is no way 
for mere mortal minds to fully comprehend what Jesus said here. We have 
nothing on earth that compares, nothing that truly equates.  
Jesus begins by telling Philip that He and the Father are so much alike in 
essence that to see Jesus and to experience Jesus is to have all the proof you 
need of God the Father. Nothing is to be gained by seeing the Father that hasn’t 
already been gained by seeing the Son.  
There are few things in Christianity that cause more confusion than the doctrine 
of the Trinity. People make feeble attempts at trying to explain the Three in One. 
There are denominational lines that have been drawn in the church over the 
issue of the Trinity. Some deny there is Trinity. They believe one person played 
all three parts of the Father in Heaven, the Son on Earth, and the Holy Spirit who 
has come after the resurrection. This is known as modalism and was rejected by 
the early church fathers.  
Seeing Jesus was the same as seeing the Father. Yet, Jesus is not the Father. 
Jesus and the Father had a mutual “in-ness” (I am in the Father and the Father is 
in me.) This is not only unity, but it is a quality only found in the relationship 
between God the Father and God the Son. For simplicity, let’s call this perfect 
unity. The works Jesus did were the works of the Father. He spoke the words of 
the Father. He did all things to please the Father. They were in tune, never at 
cross purposes.  
Jesus challenges his disciples, “Believe me when I say I am in the Father and the 
Father is in me, or at least believe in the evidence of the works.”  

B. And	the	Holy	Spirit	
15 “If you love me, keep my commands. 16 And I will ask the Father, and he will give 
you another advocate to help you and be with you forever— 17 the Spirit of truth. The 
world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him nor knows him. But you know him, 
for he lives with you and will be in you. 18 I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to 
you. 19 Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I 
live, you also will live. 20 On that day you will realize that I am in my Father, and you 
are in me, and I am in you. 21 Whoever has my commands and keeps them is the one 
who loves me. The one who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I too will love 
them and show myself to them.” 
We will deal more with this subject matter at another time, but have jumped 
ahead to tie the mention of the Holy Spirit into the teaching on the Godhead. 
Christ is in the Father, the Father is in Christ, and the Holy Spirit is sent forth 
from the Father by the Son’s request.  

III. Greater	things	to	come	
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12 Very truly I tell you, whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and 
they will do even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 13 And I 
will do whatever you ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 
14 You may ask me for anything in my name, and I will do it. 

A. The	Emphatic	Truth	
Once again, Jesus uses this emphatic “Very truly I tell you.” This is the “Verily, 
verily” of KJV fame. The figure of speech draws sharp focus to the truth being 
spoken. Now listen carefully to what Jesus says:  
“Whoever believes in me will do the works I have been doing, and they will do 
even greater things than these, because I am going to the Father.” 
That was quite a shocking promise.  

B. Who	is	“whoever”?	
First of all, we know it was not limited to just the apostles because Jesus very 
clearly said, “Whoever believes in me.”  
But the next part is what has been somewhat difficult to unravel. The most 
common way people tend to interpret this passage is to think that every believing 
individual will have the ability to perform miracles that will greater miracles, more 
spectacular miracles, than any of those Jesus performed. And here is the 
struggle. We believe that is what the scripture is saying, but we don’t see that 
actually happening. Then we start down this pathway of thinking that if we could 
just arrive at that spiritual place God wants us to be, we could all be out doing 
these greater miracles – miracles that would make the opening of blind eyes and 
the healing of the crippled and the resurrection of Lazarus look like child’s play by 
comparison. So, we go on this spiritual quest, praying and fasting, seeking this 
special endowment of power so we can do these greater things that Christ 
promised. 
But, we miss the point.  

C. What	does	“greater”	mean?		
First of all, it is vitally important to remember this: Any work done through a 
believer is still the works of Christ who is still doing the works of the Father. If we 
are doing the works of Christ and the works of the Father, we are mere vessels 
for His service. If Christ is going to continue to do His works here on Earth - and 
if he is not physically present here on Earth – then it only stands to reason that 
He will then use his representatives here on Earth to continue to do those works. 
That means if you believe in Christ, God can do His works through you any time 
He so chooses.  
Second, we have to keep in mind the work that was still left to do after Christ 
ascended into Heaven. The work of the church was still ahead. The works that 
the church would do would be greater than merely opening blind eyes and 
unstopping deaf ears. Those were miracles Jesus performed as signs to prove 
His ministry and His identity. But the impending work of the church would be to 
take 120 people gathered together on the day of Pentecost, introduce them to 
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the power of the Holy Spirit, then send them out to start a fire that would burn 
through Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and to the uttermost parts of the world; a 
burning torch that would be passed from generation and that would never be 
extinguished. That fire that was ignited on that day of Pentecost 50 days after 
Jesus rose from the dead, that same flame is burning today. Two thousand years 
later, it has never gone out. The inhumane torture of early saints failed to douse 
the flame. The persecution of Christians under Roman rule failed to extinguish 
the flame. The church being driven underground in intolerant countries around 
the world has failed to put out the fire. The mass execution of modern day 
Christians in radical Muslim countries has not slowed the spread of the fire. The 
work of the church in taking the good news to the hopeless throughout the ages 
has been the greater works of Jesus. The work of believers in pulling in a 
bountiful harvest of souls year after year, generation after generation, century 
after century, without the force of a violent sword but with the message of peace 
has been the greater works. The explosion of the church from 120 people to 2.1 
billion in the world today has been the greater works. The calling of men and 
women out of the darkest of darkness, the turning of millions of souls away from 
the gates of Hell and setting them on the path to Heaven is the greater works. 
The transformation of the vilest of sinners into passionate saints of God is the 
greater works. Millions testify of being set free from the bondages of Hell, the 
bondages of pornography, the bondages of alcohol, the bondages of drug 
addictions, the bondages of hatred and violence and every form of wickedness. 
That is the greater works. We have those sitting in our congregation today who 
came out of the darkness into the marvelous light. You know what you used to 
be, but the power of God set you free. And that is the greater works of the 
church.  
 

 


