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“Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also in Me. 2 In My Father’s house 
are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. 
3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself; that 
where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know, and the way you know.” 

I. Preparing	for	the	Pain	of	Separation	
There are few passages of scripture that have been read more often at funerals than 
this one. It is a passage of great comfort and assurance to those who are in the deepest 
throes of grief. None of us are comfortable with the thought of being separated from our 
loved ones while here on earth. It is a sickening, frightening thought.  
These words Jesus spoke have been used throughout the centuries to minister to the 
pain of those who have suffered fear and loneliness due to the loss of a loved one. Yet, 
we often forget the context in which Jesus first spoke these words. Because we can 
understand the pain of separation through our own experiences, we have to try to 
understand the great emotional shock that was about to hit the disciples with the force 
of a tsunami. How can I describe the depth and strength of the emotional bond the 
disciples had formed with the Master? How do you feel when you have finally met 
someone who has proved to be your dearest, deepest friend; a friend that you consider 
to be closer than your own brothers and sisters; a friend that understands you and 
accepts you just as you are; a friend that has never betrayed you and never 
embarrassed you and never berated or belittled you, but just loved you right where you 
are? Perhaps you have that friend that you ache to be with when you are apart; that 
friend you could spend hours talking on the phone with about nothing; that friend that 
has come to know what you are going to say before you say it. You have become so 
close.  
That only begins to describe the bond the disciples had developed with Jesus. He truly 
loved them.  
How many of you have only thought you met such a friend, only to find out one day they 
are not all you thought they were. One day, you saw something in them, you saw 
another side of them that just crushed you. They betrayed you. They turned on you. You 
thought you could really trust them. You had begun to confide in them, telling them 
things you would not tell just anyone. Then they burned you. 
But Jesus was the real deal. He never disappointed them. Through all the things they 
had to endure, they never saw an ugly, hidden side. They never found a single flaw in 
His character. He was real, unlike the shysters today who make a pleasant show of 
themselves but are soon discovered to be shady characters, Jesus was real.  
He was the wisest man they had ever met. He was infinitely patient. He never 
embarrassed himself when debating his enemies. He never failed them when He made 
a promise. He showed nothing but compassion on the weak and helpless. He was 
perfect! PERFECT! No wonder Peter declared, “I am prepared to die for you.” They 
loved him like no other person they had ever met.  

II. Preparing	for	the	Shock	of	Reality	
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A. Let	me	take	this	a	step	further	to	understand	why	Jesus	said,	“Let	not	your	
hearts	be	troubled.”	In	order	to	more	fully	grasp	what	the	disciples	would	go	
through,	consider	two	psychological	conditions	they	would	suffer.		

1. Separation	anxiety	

a) In	adults,	extreme	fear	or	anxiety	when	asked	to	do	things	alone,	
specifically	in	the	absence	of	the	missing	caregiver.		

b) Fear	of	being	alone.		

c) Fear	that	the	one	they	are	most	attached	to	will	leave	them	or	be	harmed	
in	some	way.		

2. Loneliness	

a) Loneliness	is	has	less	to	do	with	the	quantity	of	friends	you	have	and		
more	to	do	with	the	quality	of	friends.	

b) 60%	of	lonely	people	are	married	

c) Loneliness	actually	makes	us	feel	physically	colder	

d) Loneliness	increases	blood	pressure	and	cholesterol,	and	activates	
physical	and	psychological	stress	responses.	

e) Chronic	loneliness	increases	risk	of	cardiovascular	diseases	

f) Loneliness	suppresses	the	immune	system	

g) Loneliness	is	as	dangerous	as	smoking	cigarettes,	increasing	our	risk	of	
death	by	14%.		

Taking all this information into consideration – and the fact the disciples had found their 
best friend – now we can try to understand the devastating emotional impact Christ’s 
departure would have on the disciples. However, can we really grasp the deep pain, the 
feeling of aloneness, the separation anxiety the disciples felt during those dark three 
days when Jesus was in the tomb. We can imagine the disciples wrestling with thoughts 
of quitting, wondering where they could possibly go from here, their reluctance to try to 
do anything without Jesus by their side. The Master is gone and they are convinced 
things will never be the same again.  
Rarely has anyone read this passage and fully grasped the emotional trauma the 
disciples were about to go through.  
And it is in this context that Jesus offers these words:  
“Let not your hearts be troubled.” (Do not let your hearts be overcome with turmoil) 

Their world was about to be turned upside down. They would be shaken to the core. But 
the remedy Jesus offers is this:  
You believe in God, believe also in me.  
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Which more accurately should read 
You trust in God, trust also in me. 

Jesus was speaking about something more than being mentally persuaded. He was 
speaking of their deepest trust.  
“Trust me. You are not going to understand for the next few days what is happening. It 
will seem everything is falling apart and that our plan for ministry has been completely 
aborted, but trust me.  
You may be tempted to think the last three years have been a complete waste of your 
time and, in the end, it just didn’t work out like I promised it would, but trust me.  
The confusion and the chaos you are about to walk through make it look like the plan 
was a complete failure, but trust me.  
The hours you will spend reeling from the shock of my execution will leave you feeling 
hopeless and disillusioned, but trust me. 
It is going to get much worse before it gets better, but trust me. 
And God still speaks those words to you today. God knows you are just about at your 
wit’s end, but He says, “Trust me”. You might feel like you are a drowning man or 
woman grasping for a straw, but God says, “Trust me.”  
You feel like you have endured all you can endure and you have strength left, but God 
says, “Trust me.”  
The enemy has pushed you beyond your limits of endurance and perhaps has 
whispered in your ear that you are better off dead than alive, but God says, “Trust me.”  
Do you know why you can trust God? Because in Him there is a future, and where there 
is a future, there is hope.  
“In my Father’s house are many mansions. If it were not so I would have told. I go to prepare a 
place for and.. I will come again and receive you to myself that where I am, there you may be 
also” 

III. You’ll	Have	No	Mansion	Just	Over	The	Hilltop	
It kind of pains me to have to say that, because that concept and that familiar song have 
been such a staple of 20th century American Christianity, the era many of you are so 
familiar with. 
But our infatuation with the idea of mansions goes beyond just singing about it. It has 
bled over into a bit of carnal anticipation for finally getting our dream house when we get 
to Heaven. Saints have testified about patiently enduring the modest little house here on 
earth because we will one day have a real mansion when we get to Heaven. Dottie 
Rambo wrote these lyrics: 
“I have no castles. No earthy kingdom. This cabin will do me ‘til I get home.  
My mansion’s yonder on the hill’s of glory. And I hope my mansion sits near God’s 
throne.” 
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We have invested so much in the hopes of actually having a mansion when we get to 
Heaven, that I risk being the most unpopular preacher on this Sunday morning to have 
be the bearer of this news.  
The Greek word “monai” (mah NYE) means “dwelling places” (like rooms). The problem 
was not so much that KJV used the term “mansions”. The problem is the definition of 
the English word “mansions” changed dramatically from the 16th century to modern 
times. The word “mansion” in 16th century English would not have referred to opulent 
houses or castles, but mere common dwelling rooms in a house.  
The real emphasis of this passage was never intended to be on moving up the social 
ladder by trading our earthly cabin for a luxurious mansion. Jesus was most assuredly 
not telling his disciples, “Men don’t let your hearts be troubled.  Even though you have 
traded your humble home for a tent for the past three years, I am going away to build a 
sprawling riverside mansion for each one of you, the splendor which will make all your 
earthly sacrifices well worth while.”  
That is the stuff the messages of prosperity teachers are made of, appealing to the 
carnal desires of the poor and deprived.  

A. The	Preparation	
Once again, we have commonly envisions Jesus returning to Heaven and working 
almost like a carpenter in building these mansions for us. The common tendency is to 
see Jesus as the Celestial carpenter, building and preparing for our arrival.  
But the preparation is not going on in Heaven. The preparation was done here on Earth. 
Jesus didn’t go back to Heaven to finish getting a home ready for us. The fact is, the 
preparation was the Cross and the Resurrection. When Jesus said, “It is finished” there 
was not anything left to do. His part was completed.  
Early in his letter to the troubled church at Corinth, Paul wrote these words:  
“What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived” — the 
things God has prepared for those who love him. These are the things God has revealed to us by 
His Spirit. (1 Cor 2:9) 

While Paul is not talking about what awaits us is Heaven, he is talking about the fact 
that God has prepared things for us that we cannot imagine. This is also what Jesus 
was referring to, the plan of God that is far beyond our ability to comprehend without 
actually seeing it. This is the message of Jesus to his disciples. Don’t let your hearts be 
troubled. Trust me. I am preparing great things ahead for you. You do not even have the 
capacity in the flesh to begin to grasp what I have prepared for you.  
This is God’s comforting promise to you. “Don’t be troubled. Trust Me. I have prepared 
indescribable things for you far beyond what you can imagine.”  


