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I. There	  Can	  Only	  Be	  One	  Christ	  
6 A man came, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify about the 
light, so that everyone might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the light, but he came to 
testify about the light. 

A. John	  the	  Witness	  
We see from Acts chapters 18 and 19 that there was this little group of die-hard disciples 
of John who continued to exist alongside Christians for a period of time. We don’t know 
how long they continued, but some scholars speculate they eventually merged with a 
gnostic group known as Mandeans. The Mandeans existed before Christ’s incarnation, 
and their faith heroes were Adam, Abel, Seth, Enos, Noah, Shem and Aram and, after 
the time of Christ’s incarnation, they also adopted John the Baptist into the list. They 
rejected Abraham, Moses and Jesus.  
We don’t have solid proof the disciples of John the Baptist became one with the 
Mandeans, but we do know they chose John the Baptist over Jesus, even after the death 
of both.  
The reason this bit of information is important is because it seems to explain verses 6-8. 
John makes a very powerful declaration that John the Baptist was not the light. He was a 
witness of the light, but He was not the light. That statement would have been a strong 
rebuke to the disciples of John the Baptist who were trying to continue on his ministry. 
They didn’t realize the ministry of John the Baptist was done. He has a purpose. He 
fulfilled that purpose and he was done.  
However, these disciples of John did not recognize the purpose and completion of John’s 
ministry. They liked his confrontative style. They wanted to perpetuate that counter-
cultural flavor and run around calling people snakes and vipers and hypocrites and tell 
them the axe was laid to the root and the tree was ready to be hacked down. And they 
must have elevated John the Baptist to something much greater than he actually was. It 
was kind of like politics. They chose their favorite person and they pledged blind 
allegiance to them, regardless of the facts.  
The fact was, John was not that light. He was the forerunner of that light. He was the 
witness of that light. His true ministry pointed to Christ, but John’s disciples pointed to 
John and dismissed Christ.  

II. The	  Shocking	  Response	  to	  the	  Light	  
9 The true light, who gives light to everyone, was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, 
and the world was created by him, but the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was 
his own, but his own people did not receive him. 12 But to all who have received him—those who 
believe in his name—he has given the right to become God’s children 13 —children not born by 
human parents or by human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God. 

A. The	  tragic	  failure	  of	  humanity	  

1. The	  Creator	  of	  the	  world	  entered	  that	  world	  and	  the	  people	  of	  that	  world	  did	  
not	  know	  Him.	  
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First, the world did not know Him. The NIV and some other versions poorly translated this 
as “did not recognize Him”. That misses an important point. The world did not “know” him 
(a better translation). The word know implies a much more personal and intimate 
perspective, like when Adam “knew” Even and she conceived and bore a son. It is clear 
from that passage in Genesis 4 that it wasn’t just talking about Adam recognizing his wife 
and she suddenly found herself expecting a child. We understand the intimate 
implications of the word “know”. Use that same principle to understand what John is 
trying to say when he said, “The world did not know Him.” John is indicting the world as 
being totally devoid of a personal and intimate relationship with the Creator of the world, 
so much so, the Creator could come and walk among them and they would have no 
sense of Deity in their presence. They were ignorant of God, so they were ignorant of His 
earthly presence among them.  

2. Christ	  came	  to	  His	  own	  people	  not	  as	  an	  outsider,	  but	  as	  one	  of	  His	  own.	  Even	  
so,	  He	  was	  rejected	  by	  His	  own.	  	  

John (and other New Testament writers) find this completely incomprehensible. There 
are at least five other passages in John’s book where John remarks about the unbelief of 
the Jews. In Romans 9-11, Paul writes laboriously about how the Jews reject Jesus. In 
summary, Paul says he would be willing to be cursed if it would help open the eyes of the 
people of Israel and bring them to an acceptance of Christ. While it is tragic the world did 
not know their own Creator, it is infinitely more tragic He was rejected by His own people. 
Their rejection of their Messiah included their rejection of His followers. Jews who 
accepted Christ and believed in Him and followed Him were under threat of being barred 
from the synagogue. In the story of the blind man who was healed, the parents were 
afraid to answer the Jews about their son’s healing for fear of being put out of the 
synagogue.  
22 His parents said these things because they were afraid of the Jewish religious leaders. For the 
Jewish leaders had already agreed that anyone who confessed Jesus to be the Christ would be put 
out of the synagogue. (John 9) 

They rejected Christ. They rejected His followers. They objected to His miracles. They 
rejected everything about Him.  
And we have a parallel situation today. So many people in the world know nothing 
intimately, personally, about the Creator. They wouldn’t recognize Him if He came down 
and stood before them face to face.  
But what is even worse is the question of how well His own people today recognize Him. 
We have sometimes wondered if God would recognize the modern day church. But the 
more important question is how many in the modern day church would recognize God.  
There are pockets of Christianity that have lost contact with the true Light. They are 
following a God of their own making.  They envision a God who changes His rules to 
accommodate the corruption and moral deterioration of humanity. They envision a God of 
nothing but love and tolerance and acceptance and forgiveness that holds no one 
accountable for rebellion. They envision a God who manifests Himself as Jehovah to 
Jews, or Allah to Muslims, or anything to anybody with any perverted concept about God. 
Their motto is “All roads lead to God.”  
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But John said Jesus was the true Light. That means the only Light. Not one of many, but 
the only. Jesus reiterated as much when He boldly declared, “I am the Way, and the 
Truth, and the Life.”  

III. Two	  False	  Notions	  
12 But to all who have received him—those who believe in his name—he has given the right to 
become God’s children  

A. Believing	  is	  mental	  assent	  
Believing is like the kind of “knowing” that we just talked about. Both imply something 
more than mentally processing information. Believing includes everything John has said 
about Christ. Believe He is God incarnate. Believe He is the Creator. Believe He is the 
Logos, the Life, the Light of the world.  Believe that we are invited to have this personal 
relationship with God.  
Believing is the beginning of the process of receiving. Christ proved to be a controversial 
figure in ancient Palestine. People were divided over His identity. Some could not believe 
He was anything more than a mere carpenter’s son from an obscure village know as a 
settlement of peasants. But John emphasizes that it is fundamentally necessary to 
believe Christ was the One John described in this prologue. Christ’s emergence in the 
Palestinian world required people to make a decision: Is He the Messiah or not? There 
was no allowance for ambivalence. You were either in or out. You were a supporter, or 
an enemy. You loved Him or hated Him.  
Christ is a package deal. We either believe Him and receive Him as the complete 
package or we can’t have Him at all. So, believing is far more than simply agreeing that 
there really was a person named Jesus who walked upon this earth 2000 years ago. Do 
you believe and understand that this person was the second person of the Trinity from 
the timeless past? Do you understand He was there when the worlds were created? Do 
you understand He is the Great I Am? Do you understand He was fully God and fully 
man?  
As many as received Him, to them He gave empowerment to become the children of 
God.  

B. Salvation	  is	  as	  simple	  as	  believing	  on	  His	  name.	  	  
This might be the most shocking statement I will make in this sermon, but it is a vitally 
important truth.  
Modern Christianity has done much to reduce Biblical truths down to overly simplistic 
formulas. We have convinced people that saying the sinner’s prayer gets the job done. 
We have convinced people that simply speaking the name of Jesus causes demonic 
spirits to fly into a rage. We have grown fond of slogans and Christianized incantations. It 
is not uncommon to hear some believer declare, “I plead the blood of Jesus” and think 
that this formula activates super-heavenly forces that are otherwise dormant.  
But I truly believe every honest Christian will admit that it is not what we say or what we 
do, or what we know, but who we know, (and truly know). In other words it is 
unquestionably about relationship. That is what John alluded to in using the words “know” 
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and “believe”. He was speaking about relationship with Jesus, not head knowledge. Not 
clever formulas we speak. Not prayer antics we perform, but connection with Jesus.  
To understand why John wrote as he did, we have to understand what John was writing 
in response to. Gnostics had already begun to dilute the message. Gnostics worshipped 
knowledge. They believed you have to know where you came from and what your 
purpose was before you could even be saved. That is why John emphasized the depth of 
knowing Christ (beyond head knowledge) and the depth of believing (more than mental 
agreement or acknowledgment.)  
We also have to understand John was responding to the Jewish superstition concerning 
names. To the Jews, names carried more significance than they do in our culture. Name 
changes in the Old Testament marked a change in someone’s personality, or purpose, or 
attitude, or spiritual status (like Abram to Abraham, Jacob to Israel). Likewise, Jews were 
superstitious about the name of God. They believed God’s name to be too holy to be 
pronounced. Just like some modern day Christians today, ancient Israelites grew to 
believe they could use the name of God as a magical symbol of power to control evil 
forces. But the awkward part was that they simultaneously believed that the name was so 
holy that using the name could invoke some bewitching power that harm the user. Their 
solution was to quit using the name YHWH (we translate that “Jehovah”) and rather 
substituted the name “Adonai” just for extra security. Now they felt somewhat insulated 
from the danger of invoking the wrath of God for accidentally abusing His name.  
Yet John makes a positive case out of the name of Jesus. “Even as many as believed on 
His name.”  
The lesson we can learn from this is how easily superstitions can creep into our religion. 
We might look on the ancient Jews with pious disbelief, but we would be better off 
scrutinizing our own practices.  
One example is this: we have to be careful not think that simply speaking the name of 
Jesus has supernatural powers. The question has never been “can you say His name?” 
but rather, “do you know Him? Do you believe in Him?”  
Another example is our mistaken notion and practices about believing there is power in 
symbols. Anointing oil has been carelessly abused by sincere believers. It would be 
difficult for me to even estimate how many times I have witnessed people wanting to grab 
a bottle of anointing oil and anoint the furniture and walls and pews and carpet and other 
inanimate objects. I understand what they are trying to accomplish, I just don't 
understand why they think there is any legitimate theological basis for what they do. 
People have done the same thing with the cross or with the Bible. There have been times 
in our Pentecostal tradition when people have grabbed a cross or a Bible and held it up to 
someone they thought was demon possessed, believing the presence of the symbol held 
mysterious powers to defeat the demons. That is pure Hollywood. Once again, like the 
mistaken Jews of old, people drift from truth when they rely more and more on 
superstitions as a substitute for a personal intimate connection with God that doesn’t 
need objects or antics or incantations or trinkets in order to manifest His power. He needs 
people who “know” him and “believe” in Him.  

IV. The	  Process	  of	  Becoming	  Children	  of	  God	  
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13 —children not born by human parents or by human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God. 
Notice the three expressions in this verse. Let me suggest their significance. Let’s look at 
these as three false ways in which people attempt to become children of God.  

A. By	  their	  own	  bloodline	  
“My grandmother is a Christian”  
Riding the coattails of a friend or loved one. Some people believe growing up in a 
Christian environment is enough. But they need to make a personal commitment. Some 
people believe living in a Christian nation is enough. But they need a personal 
commitment. Some want to borrow from the virtues of having a minister in the family. But 
they need a personal commitment.  

B. By	  their	  own	  deeds.	  	  
I met a man in construction who was a very rough and crude man. Everyone on the job 
site knew I was a Christian and a minister because everyone called me “Pastor”. Even 
the man I was building houses for called me “Pastor”. Having a public profile like that on 
a construction site has a strange effect on people. They sometimes feel the need to come 
to me for confession. This crude man was talking to me one time and he admitted he did 
not go to church but he made it clear he still paid his tithe, without fail! That typifies 
people who want to believe their works gain them entrance to the family of God. I have 
officiated funerals for people who left no obvious evidence they were Christians. The 
rowdy crowd that came to their funeral would also lead you to believe they were 
spiritually clueless. But I hear these people speak in behalf of the deceased and say 
things like, “If anyone is going to Heaven, I know they are because they were so 
generous. They would give you the shirt off their back. They were always helping others.” 
And people want to believe that good deeds earn sonship with God.  

C. By	  the	  will	  of	  man	  
We need God. We can’t will ourselves to be godly. We can’t discipline ourselves into 
sainthood. We are all failures and we need God’s forgiveness. We can’t just decide we 
are going to start going to church and start dropping money in the offering and start 
volunteering around the church and think we have improved our spiritual status. We need 
God. When we recognize our need for God we will find ourselves starting off our day 
asking God for help through the day – help in controlling our mouth and our temper. Help 
in speaking truth and not lies. Help in practicing forgiveness instead of judgment. And we 
will end the day asking God for forgiveness for the times we failed. We will understand 
we are nothing without God.  

V. Believing	  Leads	  to	  Belonging	  
It is truly a matter of relationship, not works. It is more than “I believe in God”, it is “I am 
His and He is mine!” The question is not how much you know about Him, but “Do you 
know Him?” 


