
Introducing Jesus: Lord, Logos, Light and Life 

1 

I. General	  Introduction	  To	  The	  Gospels	  
A. Three	  synoptic	  gospels	  and	  John’s	  gospel.	  	  

The Gospel of John is a unique gospel. The other three gospels are collectively 
called the synoptic gospels.  They are so named because Matthew, Mark, and 
Luke have very similar structures in retelling the story of Jesus, often relating the 
same stories, sometimes holding the same sequential order. Scholars speculate 
about these three gospels having a common source that caused the similarities, 
such as a relatively modern day theory about Mark being written first, then 
Matthew and Luke being inspired by Mark’s book, then creating their own 
writings using Mark’s format, but adding their own details. Then there is the 
speculation about a work simply called “Q” which is a source some speculate all 
three synoptic gospel writers use for their work. Unfortunately, “Q” is pure 
speculation as no such document has ever been proven.  
Because of the distinct difference between John’s gospel and the other three, his 
is not considered a part of the synoptic group. John’s difference in style and 
material are due to the fact that John had a specific purpose in writing his book.  
John makes his purpose clear in this statement but interestingly we have to go to 
the back of the book to find that information.  
30 Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not 
recorded in this book. 31 But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. (Jn 20) 

B. The	  necessity	  of	  writing	  the	  story	  
It is extremely beneficial to understand the historical and cultural circumstances 
that led to the creation of the four gospel accounts.  

1. The	  value	  of	  oral	  tradition	  
First of all, there was a period of time between the life, death, and resurrection of 
Jesus and the first gospel account being put into writing. That period of time is 
known as the gap. The account of Christ was kept alive and passed along orally 
during that “gap” period. We would be tempted to look on that with some 
uneasiness, wondering why it took so long for anyone to put the account in 
writing, but that is where we make the error. In that culture, the message was 
considered much more authoritative when coming orally from a messenger. They 
loved to have a story told to them. Modern day hymns made references to this 
dynamic in songs like “Tell Me The Old Old Story”, or “I Love To Tell The Story”.  
so the period of time during the gap when the story was passed along by mouth, 
the people would have considered that a superior and preferred method of 
preserving the facts. However, they also began to realize that the further away 
they moved from the actual events, the more likely it was that the story would 
become corrupted. That was what inspired the gospel writers to put the story of 
Christ into written form. At the time the gospels were written, Christians had 
already become accustomed to receiving apostolic letters giving them 
instructions about their faith and about the function and operation of the church. 
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Some of these documents are now bound in our New Testament as Epistles from 
Paul and James and Jude and Peter and John.  
But Christians did not have a written document to use as an evangelistic tool. 
With new converts constantly being born into the kingdom, and those converts 
going out to make converts, it became necessary to put a document in their 
hands that would standardize the story of Christ, lest false accounts should gain 
popularity and poison the true message.   
John wrote particularly with a Jewish audience in mind, but his powerful case for 
Christ has been unsurpassed in ministering to the Gentiles as well. Therefore, his 
powerful beginning in his gospel makes a solid theological case for the deity of 
Christ.  
John’s gospel has long been the “go-book” for beginning Christians. They want to 
know where to begin reading the Bible. Paul’s writing concern so much of deeper 
theology and church policies and regulations that it is not the best course for 
Christianity 101. First and foremost, let’s learn more about this “Jesus” we are 
committing to follow. John does an excellent job of teaching just that.  

II. The	  Prologue:	  John’s	  Grand	  Introduction	  of	  Jesus	  (1:1-‐17)	  

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was fully 
God. 2 The Word was with God in the beginning. 3 All things were created by him, and 
apart from him not one thing was created that has been created. 4 In him was life, and the 
life was the light of mankind. 5 And the light shines on in the darkness, but the darkness 
has not mastered it. 

6 A man came, sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify 
about the light, so that everyone might believe through him. 8 He himself was not the 
light, but he came to testify about the light. 9 The true light, who gives light to everyone, 
was coming into the world. 10 He was in the world, and the world was created by him, 
but the world did not recognize him. 11 He came to what was his own, but his own 
people did not receive him. 12 But to all who have received him—those who believe in 
his name—he has given the right to become God’s children 13 —children not born by 
human parents or by human desire or a husband’s decision, but by God. 

14 Now the Word became flesh and took up residence among us. We saw his glory—the 
glory of the one and only, full of grace and truth, who came from the Father. 15 John 
testified about him and shouted out, “This one was the one about whom I said, ‘He who 
comes after me is greater than I am, because he existed before me.’” 16 For we have all 
received from his fullness one gracious gift after another. 17 For the law was given 
through Moses, but grace and truth came about through Jesus Christ. 18 No one has ever 
seen God. The only one, himself God, who is in closest fellowship with the Father, has 
made God known. 

The eighteen verses we have just read has been called “one of the most complex 
theological statements in the Bible.” The material embedded in these eighteen 
verses could literally serve as the curriculum for an entire semester course in 
seminary. While Matthew and Luke prefer to introduce Jesus through his 
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genealogy, and while Mark cites Isaiah to introduce John the Baptist who then 
introduces us to Jesus, John begins his book with this beautiful, poetic 
theological treatise revealing Jesus as God. Thus, John’s prologue bears witness 
to the fact that the most powerful and significant confession of the early church 
was the God entered humanity through His Son, Jesus Christ.  

A. Jesus	  is	  God	  
We first and foremost must confess that Jesus is God incarnate- that is God in 
the flesh.  
In John’s first epistle, he again emphasizes how crucial it is to confess the deity 
of Christ. (1 John 4) 
Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to determine if they are from 
God, because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2By this you know the 
Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses Jesus as the Christ who has come in the flesh is 
from God, 3but every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God, and this is the 
spirit of the antichrist, which you have heard is coming, and now is already in the world. 

This is the foundational stone of our faith. You can’t go any further in your 
Christian journey if you don’t first fully grasp and fully understand the deity of 
Christ. He was not just a good man. He was not just another prophet of old 
representing one of many equally valid major religions. He was not an 
imbalanced Jewish peasant with a messiah complex.  
He was there in the beginning. He was the Word. He was with God, He was God. 
By Him all things were made. He was there in the process of the Creation. And 
that Word became flesh and dwelt among us. 
Christ’s deity is vital to a proper understanding of the Bible and a proper 
understanding of the Godhead. One of the first criteria that distinguishes a 
religious cult from orthodox Christianity is their fundamental denial of the deity of 
Christ. If you have a Jehovah’s witness come knocking on your door and you 
allow them to engage you in debate, they will eventually want to convince you 
that Jesus was not equal with God the Father, but He was at best a little god.  
Here is the exact wording from their translation of John 1:1  
“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was 
a god.” Notice the insertion of the article “a” where it is not found in the original 
language. The argument the JW”s make is that the definite article “the” is not in 
the original language (“and the Word was ‘the’ God), therefore, lacking the 
definite article “the” Jesus was not “the God” but merely “a” god (little “g” as in 
their translation.”  
Here is how you can answer them the next time they try that slight of hand:  
 
“In this predicate nominative construction, the Greek verb “to be” when linking the 
noun God is used in a generic or adjectival manner. It does not therefore mean 
that the Word is “a god”, as over against “God”, or that the Word merely 
possesses some attributes of Divine nature.”  



Introducing Jesus: Lord, Logos, Light and Life 

4 

Of course, in reality no layperson is going to memorize that kind of grammatical 
defense, but just rest assured that the top Greek language authorities of today 
agree that what the Jehovah’s Witnesses are trying to pass off is an amateurish 
treatment of the Greek language and amounts to nothing but a hoax to bolster 
their false doctrine. In other words, shut the door! Don’t engage them. Anyone 
who does not confess Jesus is God come in the flesh is the spirit of antichrist.  

B. Jesus	  is	  the	  Logos	  
John borrowed a term from Greek culture and was the first one to apply that term 
to Christ. What John did was revolutionary. Ancient Greeks used the term to 
describe the order of the universe, that the stars and planets, our sun and moon 
all had order and were not in chaos.  
Later, the Stoics narrowed the term to attribute the order of the universe to divine 
principle (“logos” implied the vague concept of some divine power as the source 
of the order of the universe.) So, the ancient Greeks saw order in the universe 
but did not understand how or why. The Stoics attributed that “logos” to generic 
divine order, and John personalized Logos, pointing to Christ and saying He is 
the cause of “logos” or order in creation. “In the beginning was “Logos” and that 
Logos was Christ. By Him all things were made.”  
That message is vital for today. We see order in the universe, in the sunrise and 
sunset, the changing of the seasons, the dormancy of Winter that awakens in the 
Spring, the cycle of life in which the dying seed brings forth a new plant, the orbit 
patterns of the planets, the predictable arrival of comets, delicate balance of 
nature that provides a food chain that keeps the species alive, the effect of the 
Moon on the tides that impact the cycles and behaviors of life on earth, etc. We 
easily recognize order. The atheist marvels at how such complexity arises out of 
evolution. The pagan worships the god of the volcano or the god of the ocean or 
the god of the sun or moon and attributes order to gods of their own imagination. 
Pantheism worships the force and earth religions worship mother nature.  
But the Christian understands Christ is the logos. He is the first cause. He is the 
Creator. He makes sense out of what would otherwise be random chaos. Like 
John basically said, “Ladies and Gentlemen, I give to you Jesus Christ – The 
Logos!”  

C. Jesus	  is	  the	  Light	  

1. First,	  John	  makes	  the	  connection	  between	  life	  and	  light.	  	  
John was not trying to make a scientific statement. He was making a theological 
statement. Outside of the spiritual application, we can understand the importance 
of light for a healthy life for humans. We don’t flourish in darkness. Howard 
Hughes became a hermit and hid away in his home for years. He became a 
weak, sickly creature without exposure to natural light.  
One major reason we catch so many colds in the winter is because of lack of 
Vitamin D3, which we get in huge doses when we synthesize sunshine that hits 
our skin. Vitamin D3 is vital to bolstering our immune system.  
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There are many illustrations that help us understand the value of light on life. But 
John makes the ultimate illustration when he says, “In Him was life, and the life 
was the light of mankind.” In a scientific way, light is the source of life. But John 
puts the life first and makes life the source of Light. The Light then becomes the 
source of life for those who receive Him.  

2. Second,	  John	  observes	  that	  light	  does	  not	  belong	  naturally	  to	  
humanity.	  	  

Light is a gift to humanity from an outside source. We are by nature in darkness 
and we know it. Throughout man’s existence we have sought for enlightenment. 
We do that because we realize we are in darkness. Think of all the ways humans 
seek enlightenment. We seek enlightenment through education and scientific 
discovery. We seek enlightenment through philosophy and strange religions, and 
everything from meditation to medication.  
However they remain in darkness until they receive the Light of the world, the 
only light that truly dispels the darkness that enshrouds all humanity. The Life-
giver is the Light of the world, the true and only source of spiritual enlightenment.  
  
 


