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45 Therefore many of the Jews who had come to visit Mary, and had seen what Jesus did, 
believed in him. 46 But some of them went to the Pharisees and told them what Jesus had 
done. 47 Then the chief priests and the Pharisees called a meeting of the Sanhedrin. 

“What are we accomplishing?” they asked. “Here is this man performing many signs. 48 If we 
let him go on like this, everyone will believe in him, and then the Romans will come and take 
away both our temple and our nation.” 

I. Following	  Jesus	  Will	  Cost	  You	  Something	  
Christ tends to be a threat to people for a variety of reasons. His perfection provokes 
jealousy. His demands for discipline from his followers can seem overwhelming, like 
it did to the rich young ruler. His teachings seem confusing to the carnal mind.  
For the Jewish leaders, they saw Jesus as a threat to their power base.  

A. He	  was	  gaining	  converts	  from	  Judaism	  
His teachings contradicted so much of what the Jews taught and demanded of their 
followers, and multitudes were defecting from the traditional faith to follow Christ and 
learn from Him.  

B. The	  Jewish	  leaders	  believed	  His	  ministry	  would	  provoke	  the	  Roman	  rulers	  and	  
the	  Jews	  would	  lose	  their	  temple	  and	  their	  nation.	  	  

In fact, Christianity would indeed provoke the Romans. History bears that out. In 70 
A.D. the Romans rolled through Jerusalem and destroyed the Jewish temple. The 
Jews’ fears were well founded. Christ would change the course of history. But the 
problem was that was supposed to be ok. Christ’s true followers were willing to follow 
him even if it cost them their temple, their nation, their favor with the Romans. It was 
the power hungry Jewish leaders who refused to let go of those things for the sake of 
following Christ.  
Following Christ will inevitably cost you something. For the Jews, it cost them their 
temple and their nation. For you, it may cost you some of your friends or some of 
your family. In choosing to follow Christ, your values will be realigned from earthly 
standards to Heavenly standards. The Jewish leaders refused to realign their values. 
They valued their national identity and their temple more than they valued the truth 
spoken by the Son of God. 

C. Is	  that	  any	  reason	  to	  kill	  Jesus	  
49 Then one of them, named Caiaphas, who was high priest that year, spoke up, “You know 
nothing at all! 50 You do not realize that it is better for you that one man die for the people 
than that the whole nation perish.” 

51 He did not say this on his own, but as high priest that year he prophesied that Jesus would 
die for the Jewish nation, 52 and not only for that nation but also for the scattered children of 
God, to bring them together and make them one. 53 So from that day on they plotted to take 
his life.  
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First, let’s recognize that the Jews were so disturbed by the presence and impact of 
Jesus that they fully committed themselves to taking his life. They were protecting 
their power base and Jesus was a threat to that. He had to go! They needed only to 
keep looking for the right opportunity to make this happen.  
Second, we take a closer look at the curious prophecy by Caiaphas, the high priest. 
We do not consider Caiaphas a particularly godly man, but God spoke through him a 
prophecy that had one application for the Jewish leaders, and a totally different 
application for the rest of the world.  
Caiaphas was a Sadducee. The Sadducees were known to be very rude and abrupt. 
We see evidence of that in the opening remark by Caiaphas. “You men know 
nothing!” It was a very rude and condescending remark. Then he continues with his 
prophecy, which essentially says it is better to let this single man die than for 
everyone else to suffer if He is allowed to live and continue to stir things up. It was a 
very cold analysis.  
Yet John tells us that Caiaphas didn’t speak that of his own mind, but he spoke it as 
a prophetic utterance from God. Caiaphas didn’t even understand his own prophecy. 
He thought it was a clever bit of wisdom justifying their plot to kill Jesus. They didn’t 
understand it was a prophecy of how Jesus would die “for that nation (the Jewish 
people), but for the scattered children of God (the Gentiles also). Interestingly, the 
plot was devised to coincide with Passover. They were playing right into God’s plan 
and they didn’t even know it.  
Word was put out for everyone to be on the lookout for Jesus during Passover and, if 
sighted, to report his presence to the Jews so He could be arrested.  
Jesus withdraws from his public ministry and lays low in Ephraim.  
John brings all the details together to tell his version of the story – that the Lamb of 
God, declared to be so by John the Baptist, would be the ultimate Lamb sacrificed on 
Passover for all of Israel, and for all the world. With the formulation of the Passover 
Plot by the Jews, everything had now been set in motion for the sacrifice of the Lamb 
of God.  

II. The	  Centerpiece	  of	  the	  Gospel	  –	  The	  Passover	  Preparation	  
Even though scholars divide the gospel of John in slightly different ways, most agree 
that chapter twelve is a major dividing point in the book. The first half has been 
summarized by some to be revelation of Christ’s glory to the world, or even the book 
of signs or public ministry. Chapter twelve begins the journey to the cross. This 
chapter marks the end of John’s record of the miracles of Jesus. 
Chapter twelve demonstrates the fulfillment of the statement in chapter one, “He 
came unto His own and His own received Him not.” The chapter moves rapidly 
through several stages: The anointing of Jesus, the entry into Jerusalem, Christ 
agonizing over his impending death, his acceptance of his destiny, then John’s 
summary of those who believed in Jesus and those who rejected him.  

III. The	  Anointing	  
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This event is mentioned in all four gospels, indicating its importance in telling the 
gospel story. There are some significant differences in the accounts of the four 
gospel writers including the, chronological timing, the names of characters and the 
location, leading many scholars to speculate their were possibly two anointings at 
different times and locations. In John’s account we are led to believe Jesus is in the 
hometown of Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, all three being present at this meal. This 
makes a fascinating story considering the emotionally charged account we just read 
about the resurrection of Lazarus. Now they are all back home having returned to a 
normal routine of life.  
John begins this story by reminding his readers that the Passover was six days away. 
That information has a different significance to the reader than it does to the 
characters in the story. To them, it was just another Passover season, not expected 
to be any different from the others that took place over the past centuries.  
Again we see the personalities and characters of Mary and Martha contrasted with 
Martha serving and Mary worshiping. The presence of Lazarus sends our 
imaginations soaring, wondering how much the conversation centered around the 
miracle of his resurrection. Mary was worshiping at the feet of Jesus, the worship 
undoubtedly enhanced by her appreciation for the miracle-working ministry of Jesus 
impacting their family.  
Also keep in mind that this little gathering to honor Jesus was in defiance to the strict 
orders issued by the Sanhedrin for anyone who knew of the whereabouts of Jesus to 
immediately report it to the authorities for his arrest. It was basically an underground 
meeting.  

A. The	  pure	  act	  of	  worship	  
Six days before the Passover, Jesus came to Bethany, where Lazarus lived, whom Jesus had 
raised from the dead. 2 Here a dinner was given in Jesus’ honor. Martha served, while 
Lazarus was among those reclining at the table with him. 3 Then Mary took about a pint of 
pure nard, an expensive perfume; she poured it on Jesus’ feet and wiped his feet with her hair. 
And the house was filled with the fragrance of the perfume. 

1. Adoration	  
First, the entire act was Mary’s deepest expression of adoration. In the previous 
chapter we saw Martha approach Jesus and express her regret he had not come 
sooner. But then we saw Mary come and fall at Jesus’s feet. In this scene Martha is 
serving, but Mary is once again at the feet of Jesus. That was a place of deepest 
honor and respect.  

2. Humility	  
We know from other parallel accounts that Mary not only anointed Jesus’s feet, but 
she wet them with her own tears. She kissed them. It was unquestionably an act of 
deep humility. The feet were not soft and manicured. They were tough and dirty and 
took the pounding of the harsh weather and dusty roads. But Mary was totally 
humbled before her Lord. 

3. Sacrifice	  
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The perfume was estimated to be worth about a year’s wages. Many scholars 
speculate that the most likely way Mary came to possess such a wonderful treasure 
is that it was her dowry. If we put this in modern terms for comparison, what if you 
had a bottle of perfume worth what you make in one year? Do you make only 
$12,000 a year working part time? That is a still an expensive bottle of perfume! 
Would you pour that out for a one-time blessing on your neighbor or friend, or your 
spouse?  
But more than just the monetary value, Mary was giving away her dowry. She was 
forfeiting her opportunity to get married. In those days, the prospect of a dowry was a 
significant part of choosing a wife. A wife with no dowry was hardly competitive in the 
marriage marketplace.  
Mary had no interest in the monetary value. She had no interest in the personal value 
in making herself marketable as a wife. She spent it all on Jesus. How often do we 
see devotion to Christ that even comes close to that? I see the opposite quite often. I 
see young people put their salvation in great peril so they can marry whom they want 
to marry. I see people put their salvation at risk so they can pursue their careers and 
their dreams. But I see few people who turn away from earthly treasures and 
opportunities because it gets in their way of serving God.  

B. The	  shocking	  example	  of	  selfishness,	  greed,	  and	  carnality	  
4 But one of his disciples, Judas Iscariot, who was later to betray him, objected, 5 “Why 
wasn’t this perfume sold and the money given to the poor? It was worth a year’s wages.” 6 He 
did not say this because he cared about the poor but because he was a thief; as keeper of the 
money bag, he used to help himself to what was put into it. 

7 “Leave her alone,” Jesus replied. “It was intended that she should save this perfume for the 
day of my burial. 8 You will always have the poor among you, but you will not always have 
me.” 

1. Unwilling	  to	  sell	  completely	  out	  to	  Christ.	  
John’s side comment about Judas was that he was a thief. There was this corruption 
in the heart of Judas that he never relinquished. He was an unrepentant thief trying to 
follow Jesus. He was that person who wanted both worlds. He was attracted to 
Jesus, but unwilling to deal with his cheating heart.  
People come to Jesus with all kinds of baggage. They come with a checkered past, 
with a record of sins and failures and shame. They come as addicts and liars and 
abusers and cheats and fornicators and drunkards and carousers. That is not the 
problem. Christ came for the hurting and the sick. The problem is that percentage of 
people who are unwilling to lay it all down to follow Jesus. Like Judas, we might be 
drawn to the person of Jesus because he is so different from anyone we have ever 
known. We might be drawn to his miracle working power, or his offer of forgiving us 
of our sins, or his moral outline for a better life, or the promise of eternal life as stated 
in John 3:16.  
When we were running our 71 passenger bus to pick up kids for Wednesday night, I 
saw things I have never encountered in all my life. We would pull up at a designated 
stop and the crowd of kids waiting to board the bus would grow from week to week. 
We had kids (all the way up to teens) who jumped on board and were ready to go 
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that we had never seen before; kids for whom we had no information; kids who 
spontaneously got on because they saw everyone else getting on board. I remember 
a couple of teenage boys jumped on the bus. About halfway back, they asked, 
“where is this bus going?” We dealt with near riots a couple of times as the kids took 
over the bus with uncontrollable behavior. We stopped, anybody; everybody, got on, 
we came to church.. We tried to require a bus pass, but those with a bus pass would 
board then hand the pass out the window to others who would do the same thing. It 
was a mess. 
But Jesus is not merely looking to fill up the next train out to Heaven with everyone 
who is willing to jump on board. He is looking for people who are ready to make 
serious commitments in their life. If they don’t they won’t reach the intended 
destination.  
Judas must have thought he getting a free bus ride to Heaven and never dealt with 
his thieving heart.  

2. Unwilling	  to	  take	  correction	  
It is clear from Mark’s account that after Jesus rebuked Judas, he immediately went 
to the chief priests to strike a deal to betray Jesus. Judas apparently sought revenge 
for having been rebuked by Christ. He was easily and quickly offended because his 
heart was not right. He carried his thievery deep inside and never conquered that 
demon. Those things will eventually come to surface. Judas saw the expensive jar of 
perfume broken and spilled on Jesus feet. His crooked thieving heart winced at the 
financial loss he just witnessed. He couldn’t help but say something, but he wanted to 
couch his greed in something more believable. “Why wasn’t this perfume sold and 
the money given to the poor? It was a year’s wages!”  
Judas didn’t care anything about the poor. John clearly says he was a thief and, 
being the treasurer of the group, he commonly dipped into the till and helped himself 
to whatever he wanted. He had a heart problem.  
And it was this unresolved issue in his heart that led Judas to take immediate offense 
to being rebuked. It was what caused Judas to seek revenge on Jesus by turning him 
over to the authorities. 
You can’t get mad at God. It doesn’t work. You are on a fool’s errand if you think you 
can win that game. You will lose every time. It was the famous poet James Weldon 
Johnson who said, “Young man, your arms are too short to box with God.”  
If you are going to follow God, you can expect from time to time that God will correct 
you. If you are going to get carnal with God, he will rebuke you. But you can’t even 
think about getting revenge on God. The true child of God will take correction from 
God and get their life together. If your heart is in the wrong place; if you haven’t dealt 
with sins in your life; if you haven’t turned it all over to God, you will likely not survive 
any confrontation with God.  
Following God will cost you something. It will cost you your love affair with the things 
of this world. You can’t have your old life and your new life at the same time. What is 
it going to be?   


