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I. The	  Real	  Deal	  
“I did tell you, but you do not believe. The works I do in my Father’s name testify about 
me, 26 but you do not believe because you are not my sheep. 27 My sheep listen to my 
voice; I know them, and they follow me. 28 I give them eternal life, and they shall never 
perish; no one will snatch them out of my hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to 
me, is greater than all[c]; no one can snatch them out of my Father’s hand. 30 I and the 
Father are one.” 

A. The	  True	  Messiah	  
While teaching on the porch at the temple, the Jews demand that Jesus tell them 
plainly and directly if he is the Messiah. Jesus responds by insisting he has 
already told them and they refuse to believe. However, Jesus had not told them 
“plainly” as they were demanding. He told them with images and stories, but he 
never came right out and said, “I am the Messiah.”  
God gives enough evidence for anyone who is honest and open to the truth. 
However, He has elected not to provide the kind of hard evidence that skeptics 
keep demanding. “If there is a God, let Him strike me dead right now.” “If there is 
a God, let him speak audibly or appear visibly to us and prove Himself.”  
Skeptics and atheists keep insisting there is no scientific “proof” of God. But there 
is plenty of evidence for anyone who has not closed their mind to the truth.  

B. The	  True	  Sheep	  
In giving his full answer, Jesus picks up the theme of the sheep once again. And 
in a way, what is happening here is the Jews cast doubt on Christ being the real 
Messiah. Then Jesus turns it around and casts doubt on the Jews being real 
sheep.  
“You do not believe me because you are not my sheep.” 
Furthermore, Jesus makes this interesting promise concerning he true sheep.  
“I give them eternal life and they shall never perish. No one with snatch them out of my 
hand.” 

Then in the next breath, he says something similar about the Father. 
My Father, who has given them to me, is greater than all; no one can snatch them out of 
my Father’s hand. 30 I and the Father are one.” 

1. The	  truth	  about	  the	  security	  of	  the	  believer	  
These two verses are a great comfort to us. While they are two of the most 
popular scriptures quoted by Calvinists to support their “once saved, always 
saved” theory, that is not a valid conclusion for this passage. Even so, there is 
security in serving Christ. We are protected by Christ and we are protected by 
the Father.  
However, this is protection against being kidnapped away by the thieves and 
robbers (in the sense that satan could steal your salvation against your will). This 
is not protection against hardships, trials, troubles and persecution.  
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Perhaps we assume every Christian understands their security in Christ, but it is 
worth reminding ourselves of this. If you are saved, if you have taken Christ as 
your Lord and Savior and trusted him for the forgiveness of sins and believe you 
have accepted the gift of eternal life, and you are sincerely trying to serve the 
Lord, there is only one reason you might not make it to Heaven.  
First, it would not be because Christ is not true to His word. He promised he 
would give his sheep eternal life and they shall never perish (eternal damnation). 
Christ is able to keep his promise and will not fail.  
Second, it would not be because the enemy will somehow steal your gift of 
eternal life from you so that when you come to the end of your life, you suddenly 
discover your ticket to Heaven is missing. That isn’t going to happen. The enemy 
can’t take your salvation away.  
If you should fail to make it all the way to Heaven, there will be only one reason 
and that is because you quit. Not because God failed. Not because the enemy 
stole something. Not even because you had failures along the way. But simply 
because you quit.  

II. The	  Raising	  of	  Lazarus	  	  
Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her 
sister Martha. 2 (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same one who 
poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair.) 3 So the sisters sent word 
to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” 
4 When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s 
glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it.” 

A. The	  place:	  Bethany	  –	  the	  place	  of	  suffering.	  Appropriate	  setting	  for	  this	  
tragic	  event.	  	  

B. The	  players	  	  
Three grown siblings 

1. Mary,	  footnoted	  by	  John	  to	  be	  the	  same	  Mary	  who	  poured	  perfume	  
on	  the	  Lord	  and	  wiped	  his	  feet	  with	  her	  hair.	  To	  put	  that	  in	  time	  
perspective,	  John	  doesn’t	  record	  Mary	  doing	  that	  until	  the	  twelfth	  
chapter,	  but	  John	  is	  pointing	  his	  readers	  to	  a	  story	  they	  are	  all	  familiar	  
with	  by	  oral	  tradition	  and	  by	  the	  other	  gospels.	  	  

2. Martha.	  This	  passage	  has	  been	  preached	  on	  countless	  times	  and	  one	  
of	  the	  most	  prominent	  points	  is	  to	  compare	  the	  nature	  and	  character	  of	  
Mary	  and	  Martha,	  Mary	  being	  depicted	  as	  having	  a	  more	  worshipful	  
nature,	  Martha	  being	  more	  industrious.	  If	  you	  women	  have	  attended	  
very	  many	  ladies’	  functions,	  you	  have	  heard	  this	  message	  on	  being	  a	  
Mary	  rather	  than	  a	  Martha.	  But	  that	  was	  not	  really	  the	  message	  of	  John	  
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3. Lazarus,	  the	  one	  who	  tragically	  passed	  away	  long	  before	  his	  time.	  His	  
two	  sisters	  were	  deeply	  concerned	  about	  his	  sickness	  and	  sent	  for	  Jesus	  
with	  little	  time	  to	  spare.	  	  

C. Another	  lesson	  in	  timing	  
We already have seen two distinct occasions in which Jesus demonstrated what 
it meant to be on God’s time instead of man’s time: when Jesus refused to 
respond to his mother’s request for helping at the wedding feast, but then moved 
when His Father led him. Then a similar occasion when Jesus did not go to 
Jerusalem when His brothers summoned him, but came a little while later when 
again led by His Father. And then there is this time, when Mary and Martha 
believe the situation is dire and send for Jesus to come quickly. Jesus responds 
with a casual calmness that seems to ignore the urgency of the situation.  
Jesus’s first response to the request is, “This will not end in death.” Then Jesus 
tarries two more days before announcing, “Let’s go do Judea.” That two-day wait 
was on purpose. Jesus purposely waited until Lazarus was dead.  
This is the part of serving God that tests our faith – trusting God’s timing. We 
have a consistent habit of thinking about God sending help before it’s too late. 
But sometimes God waits until it is too late.  

D. Another	  lesson	  on	  faith	  and	  trust	  in	  Jesus	  
5 Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6 So when he heard that Lazarus 
was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7 and then he said to his disciples, “Let 
us go back to Judea.” 
8 “But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you 
are going back?” 
The first reaction of the disciples was that they had just left Judea because the 
Jews were actively seeking to kill Jesus. Now He wants to go back to the place 
he just fled from? But this continues to unveil the mind of Christ. He didn’t leave 
Judea because he was afraid. He left because he wasn’t going to let the Jews 
prematurely kill him. It wasn’t time. Jesus had no fear of returning to tend the 
Lazarus. So, in response to the disciples’ hesitation, Jesus give them a little 
sermon about faith and trust.  
Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks in the 
daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10 It is when a person walks 
at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 

This seems to be a very strange response. But it makes sense when you realize 
Jesus is addressing the disciples’ fear. They would walk in the light because 
Jesus was the light and there was nothing to fear. Jesus is determined to return 
to Judea regardless of the danger that lies there, but he reassures his disciples 
that it is safe walking in the light (in His presence).  
The disciples had already seen other occasions when they learned they could 
rely on Jesus, but they always seemed to be incapable of applying that faith to a 
new situation. Need different kind of faith. We know God can feed multitudes, but 
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can He calm the storm in my life? We know he can open blind eyes, but can he 
heal cancer? We know He can turn water into wine, but can He turn an alcoholic 
or a drug addict into a born again believer set free from their bondage?  
Isn’t it the same for people today? When God pulled us through our last difficulty, 
we learned we could depend on God. But when we face a new difficulty, we don’t 
carry our faith forward. We think, “New circumstances. New problem.”  

E. Another	  lesson	  in	  learning	  to	  understand	  God’s	  language.	  	  
11 After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; 
but I am going there to wake him up.” 

12 His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13 Jesus had been 
speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 

14 So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15 and for your sake I am glad I was 
not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also 
go, that we may die with him.” 

Jesus used the word “sleep” as code for death. But he described it as sleep to 
subtly suggest the death was not the permanent kind that they were all 
accustomed to.  
And Thomas makes this interesting comment: 
Let us also go, that we may die with him. 
That is simultaneously a statement of complete commitment and blind 
foolishness. It is admirable that Thomas has prepared himself to die with Jesus, 
but He hasn’t absorbed a thing Jesus just told him about the safety of walking in 
the light. Like a lot of people, he was stuck in hopelessness. He had resigned 
himself to being a martyr. Little did he know that of all the miraculous signs Jesus 
had shown so far, the greatest was yet to come. They had seen water turned to 
wine and the royal official’s son healed. They had seen the lame man at the pool 
of Bethesda get up off his sick bed and dance and walk and run. They had seen 
five loaves of bread and two dried fish multiplied to feed 15,000 people 12 
baskets of leftovers. They had seen Jesus walking on top of the water coming to 
their boat. There was a man born blind, his cloudy gray eyes obviously dead in 
their sockets. But one treatment from Christ and his eyes came to life. The blind 
man could suddenly see! They saw all this. They were convinced this was the 
Messiah and they were willing to die with him. But they just didn’t realize the best 
was yet to come. Thomas thought it was over. This is the end of the road. We will 
all be dead by the end of the week.  
Snap out of it, Thomas! It is anything but over! Just wait and see what God is 
going to do next!  
When you think it is over, the best might just be yet to come.  
 


