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As we have already seen, it is John’s style to position his narratives against the 
backdrop of various Jewish Feasts. Chapter 9 closed out the section on the Feast of 
Tabernacles and the next feast John mentions is the Feast of Dedication, which is 
commonly known today as Hanukkah. This was a relatively young feast, which 
celebrated the victory of the Jews over Grecian-Syrian King Antiochus Ephiphanes who 
had captured the temple at Jerusalem and sacrificed a pig on the holy altar. 
Furthermore, he forced the Jewish people to abandon their own god and bow to Greek 
gods. A group of rebels organized by Judah Maccabee overthrew their oppressors and 
regained control of Jerusalem and their temple. They then cleared the temple of the 
pagan idolatry and rededicated the temple to their God (125 B.C.) Since that time they 
celebrated the dedication of the temple annually with an eight day feast. The feast is 
also called the Feast of lights because Jewish tradition holds that once the temple was 
reclaimed, they wanted to reignite the eternal flame in the temple, but discovered they 
only had enough oil not defiled by Antiochus Epiphanes to burn for one day. It would 
take several days to process more fresh oil. According to tradition, the one-day supply 
of oil miraculously lasted eight days, at such time as the fresh oil was ready.  
In setting the first section of his gospel against the Passover, John implies Jesus is the 
fulfillment of symbolism in that feast, that is, Jesus is the Lamb of God slain for all, and 
the Bread of Life.  
Again, John portrays Jesus as the fulfillment of the Feast of Tabernacles, Jesus is the 
Light of the world and the presence of God among men.  
Now, John will portray Jesus as once again fulfilling certain aspects alluded to in the 
Feast of Dedication. First, N.T. Wright observes that even though the Jews regained 
control of their temple, the victory left them still without their deliverer, their Messiah. In 
the 24th verse, John even records the Jews’ question about their Messiah. 
“If you are the Messiah, plainly tell us.” (10:24) 
Christ came to complete that which was lacking in the Feast of Dedication.  
Secondly, in the same way the temple was consecrated to the Lord, Christ became the 
perfect temple consecrated to the Lord. The Jewish temple would pass away. Jesus 
even prophesied as much (not one stone would be left upon another) and that 
happened in 70 A.D. Remember Christ also compared himself to the temple when he 
used the double reference in saying, “Tear down this temple and in three days I will 
raise it up.” The connection between Jesus and the Temple is unmistakable.  
With that bit of information to help give context to this passage, we now begin the 
famous discourse on the Good Shepherd, which has definite overtones of the Messiah 
throughout.  
“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs 
in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The one who enters by the gate is the shepherd of 
the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls his 
own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead 
of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a 
stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 
6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but the Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
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I. The	  Emphatic	  Truth	  
Some of you might be more acquainted with the King James Version wording, “Verily, 
Verily.” This is translated from a double “Amen”. The emphasis is even more powerful 
than our translations. The NIV translates this, “Very truly I tell you.” There is no 
convenient and concise English dynamic equivalent to this, but if we really wanted to 
emphasize the most important truth, we might preface it by saying, “If you don’t learn 
anything else, pay attention to this!”  
The interesting thing is according to verse 6, the message was spoken to the Pharisees 
and they didn’t get it.  

II. Jesus,	  The	  Loving	  Shepherd	  
Twenty first century Americans would not typically grasp the full impact of this passage. 
We are simply not familiar with middle-eastern shepherding practices alluded to here. 
Those who have raised sheep will glean more because of their understanding of the 
behavior of sheep, but there is still more to this that is beyond our cultural limitations.  

A. The	  sheep	  trust	  the	  shepherd	  
First of all, consider the customary way in which middle eastern shepherds operate 
even in the 21st century. A shepherd can be seen leading his herd through the streets of 
Jerusalem amidst the bustling vehicles. The shepherd keeps his flock calm and together 
by constantly talking or singing to them. They ignore the traffic and adhere closely to 
their shepherd.  

B. The	  sheep	  know	  their	  shepherd’s	  voice	  
Next, imagine multiple shepherds combining their sheep into one sheepfold for the 
night. Then when one shepherd calls out his sheep, they know his voice and they alone 
follow their shepherd out of the sheepfold. The rest do not follow.   

C. The	  shepherd	  ensures	  the	  safety	  of	  his	  flock	  
Or consider the picture of the shepherd in the country setting, guiding his flock into the 
sheepfold for the night. The sheepfold is a sort of corral bordered by a high stone fence 
or wall. There was only one opening, which was guarded by the watchman. The 
watchman would lie in front of the opening throughout the night to guard against 
intruder. No one could enter unless they climbed over the wall, such as a thief would be 
tempted to do. The shepherd could come and go because the watchman and the sheep 
both knew him and were not alarmed. At morning, the shepherd would enter the 
sheepfold and lead his sheep out to water, thus reminding us of the picture painted in 
the 23rd Psalm.  

D. The	  shepherd	  calls	  his	  sheep	  by	  name.	  	  
This emphasizes more than just the trust and attachment the sheep have developed for 
their shepherd, but the personal connection the shepherd has with his sheep. He has 
named them.  
Jesus portrays a new possible relationship with God. Historically, the Jews held some 
superstitious views about God’s name. It was not uncommon among the ancients to 
believe that to know the name of God was to possess special privileged power. That is 
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why pagans wore necklaces bearing the name of their god. Jews, however feared even 
speaking the name or title of God. In fact, when Moses asked God’s name, God replied, 
“Just tell them ‘I Am’ sent you.” God did not give Moses intimate details about himself, 
just a characteristics of being the eternally existent one. The Jews looked on that as the 
example of how we could never know God on a personal basis. But John’s message 
from this gospel is that the Logos came down to man to establish a more personal 
relationship with them than mankind had ever known.  

III. Jesus,	  The	  Great	  Leader	  
One of my deep concerns for the American church today is the trendy emphasis on 
leadership. The bookshelves are packed with books on leadership. There are far more 
seminars on leadership than there are on moral integrity and doctrinal purity and Biblical 
preaching.  
Even though the primary message in this passage is not about teaching pastors how to 
be better leaders, there is no question Jesus demonstrated the true spirit of godly 
leaders, and we should learn from that.  

A. First,	  a	  leader	  with	  a	  shepherd’s	  hear	  leads	  the	  way.	  The	  shepherd	  goes	  first	  so	  
he	  can	  encounter	  the	  dangers	  and	  problems	  before	  the	  flock.	  	  

B. Next,	  a	  leader	  with	  a	  shepherd’s	  heart	  doesn’t	  merely	  issue	  commands	  from	  the	  
top	  down	  for	  underlings	  to	  carry	  out.	  The	  shepherd	  is	  not	  a	  military	  commander	  to	  
send	  sheep	  into	  battle.	  The	  shepherd	  is	  not	  a	  tyrant	  that	  drives	  with	  a	  whip.	  The	  
shepherd	  leads,	  leading	  into	  green	  pastures.	  Leading	  into	  still	  waters.	  Leading	  
through	  unavoidably	  dangerous	  situations	  and	  making	  sure	  the	  sheep	  are	  kept	  safe.	  	  

C. I	  have	  seen	  too	  many	  self-‐proclaimed	  “leaders”	  in	  churches	  today	  that	  drive	  
instead	  of	  lead;	  they	  command	  from	  an	  isolated	  command	  center	  instead	  of	  being	  
in	  the	  trenches;	  they	  use	  a	  whip	  instead	  of	  a	  staff.	  They	  organize	  rather	  than	  
participate.	  They	  want	  to	  be	  the	  brains	  behind	  the	  plan,	  but	  they	  don’t	  want	  to	  be	  
the	  arms	  and	  legs	  and	  hands	  and	  feet.	  	  

Remember, Jesus began this section by directly addressing the Pharisees.  
“Very truly I tell you I tell you Pharisees…”  
Jesus was comparing the way he looked after and cared for the people with the way the 
Pharisees abused them. Jesus was rebuking the Pharisees for being the stranger that 
the sheep won’t follow. They never learned to trust them. They never learned their 
voice. They never learned to follow because the were never led, but driven from behind.  
There was a pastor of a church in Fresno who had an inner-city church that ran vans to 
pick up people and bring them in. The interviewer asked him why he still drove a van on 
Sundays to pick up people and he explained that he didn’t want someone to do that for 
him. He wanted to be in touch with the people. He wanted the people to be able to 
touch him.” He was a shepherd that led by example.   

IV. Jesus,	  The	  Security	  Gate	  



Gentle Shepherd 

4 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who have 
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them. 9 I am the gate; 
whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 
thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 
the full. 
We come to the next double “amen”, when Jesus again says, “Verily, verily”, or “Truly I 
say to you”, or “Now, listen closely again to this most important truth.”  
This time, Jesus changes up the metaphorical application of the parable of the 
shepherd and the sheep. In the first part, Jesus depicts himself as the tender, caring 
shepherd who cares personally for his flock.  
Now Jesus changes thoughts slightly and calls himself the Gate. Nobody else has ever 
been the Gate before Jesus. Everyone who pretended to be the gateway to God before 
him was an imposter. They were thieves and robbers. Jesus may have been alluding to 
the scripture from the 34th chapter of Ezekiel when the word of the Lord came to him 
and instructed him to write these words: 
2 “Son of man, prophesy against the shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what 
the Sovereign Lord says: Woe to you shepherds of Israel who only take care of yourselves! 
Should not shepherds take care of the flock? 3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool 
and slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. 4 You have not 
strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not brought back the 
strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and brutally. 
This was what the people of Israel had to put up with for centuries – harsh leaders who 
purported themselves to be the gateway to God, but they were abusive and oppressive 
to the people. We have Old Testament stories about the corrupt priesthood in the 
temple. That is why Jesus was such a phenomenon. He was a stark contrast to the 
spiritual leaders of Israel who had lost their compassion for the people.  

A. The	  Gate	  
That which keeps out the predators. The means by which the flock enters into safety. 
The one that can be trusted with your very life. You can sleep because the one who is 
the Gate is watching over you.  

B. The	  effect	  of	  the	  work	  of	  thieves	  and	  robbers	  
They come to steal, kill, and destroy. There is not a great difference between the three 
terms. This is a triad using the repetition of similar terms. The purpose of this form of 
speech is for emphasis.  

V. More	  Reasons	  Jesus	  is	  the	  Good	  Shepherd	  
11 “I am the good shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep. 12 The hired 
hand is not the shepherd and does not own the sheep. So when he sees the wolf coming, he 
abandons the sheep and runs away. Then the wolf attacks the flock and scatters it. 13 The man 
runs away because he is a hired hand and cares nothing for the sheep. 

14 “I am the good shepherd; I know my sheep and my sheep know me— 15 just as the Father 
knows me and I know the Father—and I lay down my life for the sheep. 16 I have other sheep 
that are not of this sheep pen. I must bring them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there 
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shall be one flock and one shepherd. 17 The reason my Father loves me is that I lay down my 
life—only to take it up again. 18 No one takes it from me, but I lay it down of my own accord. I 
have authority to lay it down and authority to take it up again. This command I received from my 
Father.” 

A. Jesus	  is	  the	  good	  Shepherd	  because	  he	  is	  personally	  invested	  in	  his	  sheep.	  

1. This	  Shepherd	  is	  willing	  to	  die	  for	  his	  sheep.	  	  

2. A	  hireling	  doesn’t	  have	  anything	  invested	  in	  the	  sheep	  and	  suffers	  no	  
personal	  loss	  when	  sheep	  are	  lost.	  	  

3. A	  hireling	  will	  run	  when	  confronted	  with	  danger	  

B. Jesus	  is	  the	  good	  Shepherd	  because	  he	  has	  this	  personal,	  intimate	  relationship	  
with	  each	  one.	  	  

He knows your name. He knows who you are. We have a president of the United 
States. I know his name, but He doesn’t have a clue who I am. We have a governor of 
the state. I know his name but he doesn’t know me.  
We have a Superintendent of the Assemblies of God. I know his name. I have spoken to 
him on the phone, but he wouldn’t know me if we were in the same room together.  
But we have a high priest in Heaven. I am only one of 2.1 billion under his care and he 
knows my name.  


