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I. The	  Woman	  Caught	  In	  Adultery	  
A. A	  text	  in	  search	  of	  a	  context	  

The entire story of the woman caught in adultery is out of flow with the rest of the 
surrounding verses. Commentator Gerald Borchert says this is a “text looking for a 
context.” It was a well-known story from the life of Jesus carried forth by oral tradition. 
We believe it to be accurate, true, and inspired, but misplaced. The story was not found 
in the earliest copies of any of the gospels. The story is never referred to in any of the 
writings of the early church fathers. However, reluctant to completely lose the story 
found only in oral tradition, some copyists finally tried to find a place to insert it into the 
gospels. Some manuscript copyists chose to insert the story in Luke 21. The style of 
writing sounds more like Luke than John. There are a few terms that are not typical of 
John’s writing style. Outside of this story, John never used the term “scribes”. The word 
“teacher” was another term not characteristic of John’s writing.  
So, the story is valuable, but awkwardly placed.  

B. If	  you	  were	  caught	  in	  sin,	  would	  you	  rather	  face	  Jesus	  or	  the	  Jewish	  leaders?	  
One of the shining points of this story is the stark contrast between Jesus and the 
Jewish religious leaders. 
On one side, we see the unscrupulous tactics of these detractors. It is quite obvious 
they were not seeking truth. They had an agenda and truth was not about to get in their 
way. They wanted Jesus ruined, run out of town, or dead. They just wanted him out of 
their way, out of their lives. They had historically bullied everyone using their debating 
skills and superficial knowledge of the Torah, but these tactics were totally useless on 
Jesus. They were humiliated every time they tried to engage him, so they become more 
aggressive, scheming and plotting and using unscrupulous tactics to try to trap Jesus. 
Here, they come to Jesus bringing a woman they claim they caught in the act of 
adultery.  
Furthermore, we see the brutal, careless, inhumane treatment of a human being by the 
Jewish leaders. They not only jerked this woman around like an animal, but they 
heartlessly put her to public shame and called for her immediate execution. She was 
nothing but a pawn for their crooked game. They had no compassion, no mercy, no 
pathway for forgiveness or restitution. It was all cold, calculated business for them.  
By contrast, we see the caring and compassionate mercy of Jesus. He felt her pain and 
her shame. He saw a fallen soul in need of forgiveness and restoration. The Jewish 
leaders came to destroy, but Jesus came to redeem.  

C. Hope	  for	  the	  sinner	  
 “Neither do I condemn you. Go, and sin no more!” 

We probably know the story well. The Jewish leaders brought the adulterous woman to 
Jesus and demanded He commit himself on the issue of capital punishment for her 
crime. Strangely Jesus seems to ignore them and stoops down and begins to write in 
the dirt. We don’t know what he wrote. We will never know what He wrote. Anyone who 
tries to come up with a theory of what He wrote is purely speculating. We simply don’t 
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know. We do see the value in WHY he stopped and wrote on the ground. He was 
refusing to allow these people to be in control. He would take his own sweet time and 
control the rhythm of the situation. Now they were waiting on Him.  
I think God doodles in the dirt a lot. Have you ever noticed that? I don’t know if what He 
is writing is important or not, but I know He takes His own sweet time before He 
answers. He moves when He is ready to move and not before. I sometimes get 
impatient while He is doodling, but I am reminded He is in control.  
There have been people who have mistakenly thought that Jesus was not condemning 
sin. Some thought this gave too much freedom to their wives to commit adultery with no 
consequences. Others thought Jesus simply refused to deal with the issue of her sins. 
But the entire response of Jesus was clearly two fold: First, there would be no 
condemnation (judgment) at this time for this particular sin. Jesus knew her heart and 
responded accordingly. She was embarrassed and ashamed. What she had already 
suffered was enough for her crime. However, he never released the woman to continue 
on her same sinful trajectory. He wiped the slate clean and told her not to do that 
anymore. “Go, and sin no more.” Get out of the sinning business. Quit coming to church 
just to do your spiritual laundry. We don’t seeking a temporary cleansing so we can go 
wallow in the mud again. Christ wants to lift you up out of the pit. He wants to cleanse 
you, but he wants you to stay clean. He can forgive you no matter what you have done, 
no matter where you have been. But from now on, “Stop it!”  
The NIV puts it this way. “Leave your life of sin!” No more. You are done with that. You 
have a clean white robe. Keep it that way!  

II. The	  Great	  Confrontation	  
This is a very lengthy and tedious section. To keep this within our time limits, I will try to 
summarize and highlight the most important points.  

A. Jesus	  Is	  The	  Light	  
Having dealt with the story of the woman caught in the act of adultery, we now back up 
to the last few verses in the seventh chapter so we can flow into chapter eight.  
In those last few verses (45-52) we see that after John records the great invitation and 
proclamation by Jesus (“If any man thirst…”), that he returns to the topic of the various 
people debating who Jesus is. Included in this section is the account of the guards sent 
by the chief priests to go arrest Jesus returning empty handed. When asked why they 
failed to bring Jesus back with them, the guards replied, “No one ever spoke like this 
man.” The guards were so impressed by Jesus that they made their own decision not to 
arrest Jesus, completely defying their orders. The chief priests and Pharisees were not 
only frustrated by the following Jesus was generating, but now their own guards were 
starting to sympathize with Jesus.  
The priests and Pharisees said, “You haven’t been deceived too, have you?” None of 
the rulers or Pharisees have believed in him, have they?” The question was an arrogant 
one. We begin to see the elitism of the Jewish ruling class and religious leaders. They 
believed themselves to be the sole guardians of truth and smarter, wiser, more godly, 
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and in every way superior to the common people. If they have concluded Jesus is an 
imposter, then they expected everyone to follow their lead.  
The irony is this: as they pose the question, “None of the rulers or Pharisees have 
believed in him, have they?” standing there in their midst was Nicodemus, the character 
we read about in chapter three that quizzed Jesus about being born again. They had a 
traitor in their midst and didn’t even know it. There is evidence that Nicodemus was 
keeping his opinions to himself, but he is the one who spoke up in defense of Jesus and 
said, “Our law doesn’t condemn a man unless it first hears him and learns what he is 
doing, does it?” He may have tried to sound like the impartial, objective voice of reason, 
but we know that he had already been deeply impacted by his encounter with Jesus.  
The others resorted to name-calling. “Are you from Galilee too?” They knew he wasn’t 
from Galilee. It was a slanderous insult, inferring if he was not going to go along with 
their plans that he must be as stupid as the Galileans. The contempt of the rulers for the 
common people of Galilee is obvious here, and this provides further evidence of their 
elitism.   
Then, skipping past the account of the woman caught in the act of adultery, we go to the 
twelfth verse of chapter eight where the natural flow of the narrative takes us.  
12 When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows 
me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.” 
Now that we tie this back to the seventh chapter, we see something interesting emerge. 
John has just finished relating the ministry of Jesus on the last day of the Feast of 
Tabernacles, specifically interrupting the water ceremony to declare Himself to be the 
spiritual water from Heaven that everyone is searching for.  
Immediately following that account, John records the words of Jesus declaring himself 
to be the light of the world.  

1. There	  is	  only	  one	  true	  Light	  of	  the	  world	  
Light was a favorite metaphor not only in Judaism, but among most religions. Light vs 
darkness universally stood for good vs evil. God is the called the light in the Old 
Testament. The law is called light in the OT. The presence of God was indicated by light 
in the wilderness. Judaism used the term “light of the world” to refer to Israel, and to 
Jerusalem, and to the patriarchs, and to the certain famous rabbis, and to the law, and 
to their temple, and even to Adam, the first man. The light was a major component of 
the Feast of Tabernacles as the four lamps would be lit in the temple. The lamps were 
positioned above the walls of the temple and the light could be seen all around the city. 
When darkness fell and the light of the lamps illuminated the city, the worshipers knew it 
was time to begin their evening celebration with dance and music. Levites would play 
their instruments and the people would dance and sing until dawn.  
The four lamps were a reminder to the Jews that they still waited for their full salvation 
from their coming Messiah.  
It was against this backdrop that Jesus made the bold declaration, “I am the Light of the 
world.” Just like he declared himself to be the fulfillment of the water in the water 
ceremony, He also declared himself to be the fulfillment of the symbolic lights used 
nightly throughout the entire Feast of Tabernacles.  
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B. Jesus	  is	  the	  Truth	  

1. The	  Truth	  About	  Truth	  
This verse has proven to be one of the most popular and quoted verses in the entire 
Bible. Jesus addresses those who had already made the decision to believe on Him and 
says, 
 “If you hold to my teaching, you are truly my disciples. Then you will know the truth, and the 
truth will set you free.”  
This statement has become so popular, it has commonly been used by colleges and 
universities as a kind of motto, embossed on their seals. What they are implying is that 
what you can learn in a university is the key to freedom. We can assure you by what we 
are witnessing today that is far from the truth, and it is not at all what Jesus was saying.  
As valuable as truth is, we have made way too much out of this statement. This is not a 
statement about obtaining facts in order to find freedom. It is not about discovering 
hidden truths surrounding your life or your circumstances that will have the power to 
finally set you free. It is not about digging into your mysterious family history so you can 
finally be free. It is not about learning the truth about your birth, or your parents, or 
where our nation came from, or what the lives of the founders were really like. It has 
nothing to do with information.  
Jesus was talking about connecting with Him. He is the truth. The whole discussion so 
far has been about “who is Jesus.” And in that context, Jesus finally says, “If you follow 
my teaching you will know the truth (Me) and if you know Me you will indeed be set free.  

C. There	  is	  a	  blindness	  against	  truth	  
They were in the presence of the Light, but they were blinded in their darkness. Their 
darkness was self-inflicted. Their blindness was caused by pride, anger, and hypocrisy. 
Spiritual blindness causes self-deception and denial.  
“We are children of Abraham and we have never been slaves to anyone.”  

This is again too vague for the Jews to understand, and they argue,  
Of course not. Except slaves to Egypt. And slaves in Babylon. And slaves to the 
Assyrians. And slaves to the Medo-Persians. And under Roman bondage. Isn’t it odd 
how people can live in denial? We have had many people sit in this sanctuary enslaved 
by alcohol. In bondage to drugs. In bondage to sexual addictions. In bondage to 
materialism. In bondage to some abusive relationship. And we preach freedom through 
Christ and they get up and go home in the same state of bondage that they came, 
denying they are in bondage to anything.  

1. They	  asked	  him	  the	  question,	  “Where	  is	  your	  Father.”	  It	  is	  not	  apparent	  in	  our	  
translation	  (and	  in	  our	  cultural	  understanding),	  but	  in	  that	  ancient	  culture,	  
questioning	  a	  man’s	  paternity	  was	  the	  same	  as	  implying	  he	  is	  illegitimate.	  This	  
was	  more	  than	  a	  question.	  This	  was	  a	  slur.	  	  

D. 	  When	  people	  run	  out	  of	  facts,	  they	  resort	  to	  slander	  and	  name-‐calling.	  
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48 The Jews answered him, “Aren’t we right in saying that you are a Samaritan and demon-
possessed?” 

And this is the final argument of the stubbornly blind and ignorant. Having rejected truth 
and facts and reality, they have nothing left but to resort to name-calling and slanderous 
insults. 
There was another moment when they started with the slander. When they asked 
Jesus, “Where is your father” they were taking a shot at him. In that culture, to question 
the parentage of a man was to insinuate he was illegitimate.  
The angrier they grow, the nastier they get. Now, they call Jesus a demon-possessed 
Samaritan. Accusing him of being demon-possessed was bad enough, but they threw in 
the bonus slur, “You are nothing but a filthy Samaritan. A demon-possessed 
Samaritan!!”   
Jesus delivers his harshest criticism. Here is His response: 
“I am not demon possessed. I honor my Father. Whoever obeys my word will never see 
death.”  
That angered them and they replied, “Now we know you are demon possessed. 
Abraham and all the prophets died. (Better men than you have died). But you say 
anyone who obeys you will never die. Are you greater than Abraham?  
Then Jesus reveals His eternal existence. “Your Father rejoiced at the thought of seeing 
my day. He saw it and was glad.” (the insinuation is, he saw it by faith). 
“You are not yet fifty years old and you have seen Abraham?”  
And here is the one thing Jesus said that drove them over the edge:  
“Before Abraham was born, I AM.” “I AM” directly and emphatically identified Jesus with 
the Great “I AM” of the Old Testament. They went ballistic, picked up stones intending 
to stone Him to death. They could not handle the truth.  
I know you can see the anger rising up against God and Christianity in our nation today. 
Why are people so angry? They can’t handle the truth. The truth condemns their 
lifestyle. They don’t mind other religions because they don’t feel the condemnation of 
the truth of the one true God.  

III. What	  does	  it	  all	  mean?	  
Jesus started this debate off proclaiming Himself to be the Light of the world.  
Two prominent features of this narrative: Jesus is the Light and Jesus is the Truth.  
It is possible to stand in the presence of the Light of the world and be so blinded by your 
own pride and anger that you can’t see the clear plain truth. It is possible to stand in the 
presence of the Truth and be so blinded by pride and anger that you continue to be 
deceived by the master of deceit. But anyone who will follow Jesus will never walk in 
darkness. Anyone who will come to Jesus, the Truth, will never die a spiritual death.  

	  


