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The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to Peter and 
John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed because the 
apostles were teaching the people, proclaiming in Jesus the resurrection of the 
dead. 3 They seized Peter and John and, because it was evening, they put them in 
jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed; so the number of 
men who believed grew to about five thousand. 
5 The next day the rulers, the elders and the teachers of the law met in Jerusalem.6 Annas 
the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and others of the high 
priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to question 
them: “By what power or what name did you do this?” (Acts 4) 

I. 	When	Two	Worlds	Collide	
A. The	tools	of	the	world:	wisdom	and	the	strength	and	power	of	authority.		

What happened here can be taken as fairly typical of the conflict between the 
work of God and the reaction of the world. Admittedly, there were many people 
(of the world) who were deeply influenced and readily convinced by the 
miraculous healing of the lame man. But the resistance came from rulers and 
authorities.  
In 1 Corinthians chapter one, Paul makes the following observation: 
26 Brothers and sisters, think of what you were when you were called. Not many of you 
were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many were of noble 
birth. 27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the 
weak things of the world to shame the strong. 
First, understand that those who oppose the work of God are often considered 
(by the world’s standards) wise and strong. These people arrogantly, yet 
foolishly, rely on their alleged wisdom and strength to do battle against the work 
of the Lord.  
Also take note that is exactly the way it happened with Peter and John. They 
were the same kind of insignificant individuals that Paul describes in 1 Cor 1.  
Not many of you were wise by human standards; not many were influential; not many 
were of noble birth.  
Peter and John were, by earthly standards, untrained, unrefined, and 
fundamentally inferior to those in the Sanhedrin. The Pharisees and Sadducees 
who sat on the board of the Sanhedrin council considered themselves an elite 
class and never felt intimidated by any of the commoners around them. They 
considered themselves wiser, more highly educated, and unquestionably more 
powerful than commoners.  
So when the Sanhedrin tells a commoner, “Don’t do that anymore”, they don’t 
expect anyone to challenge their authority. They are the wise. They are the 
strong. They are the authority. They have enjoyed a long history of being the 
unchallenged elite.  
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II. The	Tools	and	Characteristics	of	God’s	Servants	
A. Anointing	

Verse 8 says Peter was “then, filled with the Spirit” just before he gave his 
opening statement to the Sanhedrin.  
It is quite obvious Peter was anointed and empowered for that moment.  

B. Courage	
Peter had previously shrunk from controversy. He denied Jesus three times out 
of fear for the consequences. But now the opportunity arises to bear witness for 
Jesus in front of the Sanhedrin; in front of Annas (retired high priest, but kind of a 
high priest emeritus) and Caiaphas (son in law of Annas and his successor as 
high priest). He did not shrink in fear this time. He seized the opportunity.  
We all have opportunities presented to us. Many pass those opportunities out of 
fear or uncertainty.  

C. Close	relationship	with	Jesus	
The Sanhedrin were shocked by their boldness and seemed to tie that to the fact 
these men had been with Jesus. Our proximity to Jesus is vital to our 
effectiveness as witnesses. We are fruitless if we preach about a Jesus we don’t 
personally and intimately know and serve.  

D. Fierce	loyalty	to	God	
When directed to cease preaching in the name of Jesus, Peter refused to 
comply. In the next chapter, Peter again appears before the Sanhedrin and the 
council tells him, “We warned you not to teach in the name of Jesus.” That is 
when Peter said, “We ought to obey God rather than man.  

E. Firm	Convictions	
They testified they could not help but bear testimony to what they had “seen and 
heard.” 
Their experience with Jesus was life changing. They were convinced by what 
they saw, so much so they were willing to die for what they believed.  

III. Civil	disobedience	
Peter and John were investigated by the priests, captain of the temple guard, and 
the Sadducees and subsequently arrested. The charge: teaching the people that 
through the example of Jesus there is a resurrection of the dead. One 
distinguishing mark of the Sadducees was a complete categorical denial of a 
resurrection. That was enough for them to order the arrest and immediate 
incarceration of Peter and John. They were jailed for the night and brought 
before the Sanhedrin the next day. The high priest Annas and Caiaphas were 
there, both of them having been a part of the trials of Jesus before he was 
convicted and crucified. Now they are faced with a huge dilemma. The formerly 
lame man has unquestionably, undeniably been healed. Furthermore, the news 
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has spread and the people are overwhelmingly supportive and receptive to 
Peter’s message.  
The members of the Sanhedrin start the trial off by trying to make this a case 
about acting without permission. (Maybe like practicing without a license). 
“By what power or what name (whose authority) did you do this?  
Peter’s answer is summarized as follows: 
- By the name of Jesus of Nazareth; 
- The one you crucified, but who arose from the dead.  
- The one prophesied to be the “stone rejected by the builders, the same which 
ultimately became the cornerstone.”  
- The only name through whom salvation comes.  
Then Luke says, “When they saw the courage of Peter and John…”  
Their courage was particularly notable because people don’t typically stand 
before the Sanhedrin and challenge them or accuse them.  
The Sanhedrin sent Peter and John away so the council could talk privately.  
“What are we going to do with these men? They have the support of the 
population behind them. The man was undeniably healed.  We can’t undo this 
and we can’t deny it. All we can do is warn them “don’t do this again.”  
“Do no speak or teach at all in the name of Jesus!”  
Peter and John’s response? “You can make up your own mind about whether we 
should listen to you or God. But we have already made up our own mind about 
the matter. We cannot help but speak about what we have seen and heard.”  
As I mentioned before, Peter repeated his pledge to obey God rather than man 
the second time he appeared before the council. Peter was directly defying the 
orders of the high priests.  
While we as Christians are commanded in scripture to honor those in authority 
and to obey those who rule over us, there are times when the two worlds – this 
world and God’s kingdom – collide. There are times they are at complete cross-
purposes with one another and we are caught in the middle. We don’t want to be 
belligerent, but we cannot, dare not compromise our Christian values, nor 
capitulate to the demands of the world when doing so puts us in direct conflict 
with God.  
Peter and John were in such a position. They had been trained for three years by 
Jesus for the purpose of spreading the gospel. This was their mission. This was 
their Divine appointment. This was the sole reason for being. They now lived for 
nothing else but to proclaim the risen Christ and disciple all nations.  
And here we have some jealous, fidgety, Jewish priests who are trying to exert 
their earthly authority to demand these men cease and desist immediately. And 
this is where Peter, without fear or apology, declares God’s authority to be higher 
than their authority.  
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We may be put in such a position some day. Taking that kind of stand may cost 
us very dearly. It may cost us jail time. It may cost us our job. It may cost us our 
circle of friends.  
But there are some facts that we have to deal with.  
First, we are the weak and the foolish from God’s kingdom who will inevitably, 
sometime, some day, somewhere, have to face off against the wise and powerful 
of this world. Our allegiance to God will be at stake.  
Christians have already been sued for refusing to specifically bake specialty 
cakes for gay weddings, and for refusing to allow their wedding facilities to be 
used for gay weddings, and for refusing to cater gay weddings or do photography 
for gay weddings. These people see this as a forced violation of their convictions 
to help someone celebrate something that conflicts with their Biblically based 
values.  
Laws have been passed in some states prohibiting Christian counselors from 
making efforts to reform anyone from their gay lifestyle.  
Laws are being passed that continue to restrict Christian liberties and keep us 
from witnessing and sharing the good news.  
Laws are being passed that make it an offense to refuse to address trans-
genders by their biological gender instead of their preferred gender of choice.  
Hell is on a rampage today. We have never in the history of the United States 
seen anything like this.  
Peter did not organize a protest. He didn’t march on the Sanhedrin demanding 
certain rights. He simply stood his ground and held fast to his calling. When Earth 
conflicts with Heaven, Heaven wins.  
I don’t know what price we might have to pay to obey God and not man. But I 
know if things keep going the same direction as they are, and at the same pace, 
our children will face much more difficult times than we have ever had to face. 
Have you prepared your children for what it takes to stand for God and not 
waver? If you haven’t prepared them, they will likely surrender to the pressure of 
the world. You don’t want that for your children!  
 
 


