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I. First,	Know	What	You	Don’t	know	
A. The	timing	of	His	coming	

The Greek word scholars and students use to refer to the second coming of Jesus is 
parousia. The word is found often in Paul’s writings including 1 Thes 2:19, 3:13; 4:15; 
5:23 (just to name a few).  
In 4:15, it says,  
15 According to the Lord’s word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who are left until the 
coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen asleep. 
While we can and should know about His coming, we don’t know when it will be. 
Date-setters are never to be trusted. But the question is often asked if Paul 
thoroughly expected it in his lifetime. Probably most believe Paul expressed that he 
clearly expected it in his lifetime, but others argue that Paul would not have been so 
reckless to put a time limit on it. We just don’t know for sure what Paul thought about 
the actual timing. We just know he believed it COULD happen at anytime, not 
necessarily that it WOULD happen within his lifetime.  

B. We	don’t	understand	how	all	the	eschatological	events	relate	to	one	another.	
How does the parousia relate to the day of the Lord? How does the taking up of the 
saints into the air relate to the Second Coming? How does the tribulation relate to 
both of these events (order and timing)? Of course we have modern day prophecy 
teachers who claim to have it all figured out. They even drew fancy charts to explain 
their theories. But all their charts don’t agree. One thing for sure, Paul didn’t clarify 
these issues.  

C. Who	is	the	man	of	lawlessness?		
We surmise that to be the Antichrist. But the fact remains, Paul made a vague 
reference. For our sake, he could have been more specific, but he wasn’t writing to 
us. He was writing to people he believed understood what he was saying. Paul 
believed he was being very clear to his audience. We are the ones who have to dig 
deeper to understand his abbreviated references.  

D. Who	is	the	restrainer	(the	hinderer	of	lawlessness?)	
Why didn’t Paul tell us that? We assume the original readers knew, but it was lost to 
future generations. 

E. What	does	the	great	apostasy	refer	to?		
F. How	does	Paul’s	teaching	mesh	with	the	millennium?	He	never	mentions	it.		

II. Know	What	You	Should	Know	
First of all, it is very clear that Paul addressed end time events multiple times in these 
two letters. However, we have bits and pieces of eschatology randomly addressed. 
Paul did not lay out his end-times theology systematically for two reasons. First of all, 
most scholars agree that we cannot be sure which of the two letters was written first. 
Just because they are placed in our Bible in a certain order does not imply that was 
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the order in which they were written. Sometimes there is evidence in the letters to 
that effect. Otherwise, the letters were organized by size, the larger letter first, then 
the smaller letter second.  
Because we do not know the order in which the letters are written, we cannot be sure 
what Paul had to say in 2 Thes builds on what he said in 1 Thes.  
Second, Paul indicates in these letters that much of what he is telling them is just a 
refresher course for things they already knew. That is the reason none of this is fully 
and systematically developed – Paul depended on them knowing what he was talking 
about and making sense out of his abbreviated comments. That means we also have 
to fill in the blanks on a few things. But before we look at what we don’t know, let’s 
take a look at what we should know. 

A. Our	salvation	has	an	eschatological	nature	to	it.		
Once again, as I have said repeatedly, don’t let the ten-dollar word throw you. We 
should all know by now that when I say eschatology or eschatological, I am referring 
to end time events. So, when I say our salvation has an eschatological flavor to it, I 
mean that the very fact that we are saved should plant in us a keen awareness that 
the hope of our salvation is tied the return of Christ.  
8 The Lord’s message rang out from you not only in Macedonia and Achaia—your faith in 
God has become known everywhere. Therefore we do not need to say anything about it, 9 for 
they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell how you turned to God 
from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for his Son from heaven, whom he 
raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming wrath. 
(1 Thes 1:8-10) 

Excitedly anticipating the return of Christ is a major component of our salvation.  
In Thessalonians 2:12, Paul tells them they are “called into God’s kingdom and 
glory.” The future implication is apparent.  
In 1 Thes 2:19, we learn that the time of our ultimate salvation – when Christ returns 
– will be a time when we are rewarded.  
19 For what is our hope, our joy, or the crown in which we will glory in the presence of our 
Lord Jesus when he comes? Is it not you? 20 Indeed, you are our glory and joy. 
Notice how all these scriptures keep pointing the people back to one central thought: 
don’t lose our end-time perspective. It is all about what is coming ahead. Too often 
we get focused on the here and now, and the here and now can be very 
disheartening. That is why we have to keep a futuristic perspective in our salvation. 
We have to remember what is here and now is temporary. Our happiest moments are 
temporary. Our greatest trials are temporary. What we are looking forward to is 
something eternal. That is the hope of our salvation.  

B. We	should	know	about	the	meeting	in	the	air	
16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.17 After 
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that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever. (4:16-17) 

1 Thes 4 describes what happens when Jesus returns. Scholars continue to debate 
the timing of this event, but we generally agree that, simply put, Christ will return at 
the signals of the trumpet of God and the shout of an archangel. At that time the 
righteous dead will rise first, then the righteous living will be caught with them to meet 
the Lord in the air.  
Paul shared this with them because they had questions and concerns about their 
deceased loved ones.  
13 Brothers and sisters, we do not want you to be uninformed about those who sleep in 
death, so that you do not grieve like the rest of mankind, who have no hope.  (1 Thes 4) 

We who have our hope in Christ have no justification for grieving like “the rest of 
mankind, who have no hope.”  

C. We	should	know	understand	the	wrath	of	God	
Several times Paul talks about God’s future wrath.  
They tell how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God, 10 and to wait for 
his Son from heaven, whom he raised from the dead—Jesus, who rescues us from the coming 
wrath. (1:10) 
But Paul emphasizes God’s wrath is not for His children, but for the ungodly.  
In 5:9, Paul reminds them they are not destined for wrath, but to obtain salvation.  
That should at the very least mitigate the debate about whether we go through the 
tribulation or not. If we do, we are protected from God’s punishing judgments upon 
the world.  
It is important for us to understand God loves his children. One of the most common 
mistakes people make is assuming God is punishing them, but they don’t know why. 
That is bad theology. If God would punish you but not tell you why, He would be an 
unjust God, just as you would be if you did that to your children. Furthermore, if you 
think God is punishing you, but you don’t know what you did wrong, then you are the 
one who is confused. Do you really think you could have done something so evil, so 
wicked that God would punish you, but you would not know what you did? No. So 
let’s throw that argument out.  

D. We	should	live	a	life	of	constant	preparedness	
Now, brothers and sisters, about times and dates we do not need to write to you, 2 for you 
know very well that the day of the Lord will come like a thief in the night. 3 While people are 
saying, “Peace and safety,” destruction will come on them suddenly, as labor pains on a 
pregnant woman, and they will not escape. 
4 But you, brothers and sisters, are not in darkness so that this day should surprise you like a 
thief. 5 You are all children of the light and children of the day. We do not belong to the night 
or to the darkness. 6 So then, let us not be like others, who are asleep, but let us be awake and 
sober. 7 For those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk, get drunk at 
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night. 8 But since we belong to the day, let us be sober, putting on faith and love as a 
breastplate, and the hope of salvation as a helmet. 
A good theology of eschatology inspires us to live each day as though it could be the 
day Jesus comes. When we grow lax or weary, it is because our theology is weak.  
Do you really believe He could come at any moment? That is good theology. If you 
do believe that, how does that conviction manifest itself in your daily life? Your 
theology must govern your lifestyle, otherwise you just have head knowledge with no 
practical application.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  


