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I. A	Little	Background	on	Thessalonian	Church	
On Paul’s first missionary journey, he traveled north of ancient Palestine starting 
in Antioch and proceeding through the territory of Galatia before returning to 
Antioch. During this time he established several churches and later wrote them a 
circulating letter, the letter to the Galatians.  
On his second missionary journey, he revisited many of his church plants as well 
as planting new ones. Among those he either planted or visited and encouraged 
were the churches at Ephesus, Philippi, Thessalonica, and Corinth.  
On this third missionary journey Paul returned to many of the young churches he 
had previously visited including Corinth, Philippi, and Ephesus. However, Paul 
never returned to the congregation at Thessalonica.  
Acts gives us a brief account of Paul’s one and only trip to that city.  
As his custom was, Paul would enter a new city and visit the local synagogue. 
There, he would give his testimony and attempt to turn the hearts of his fellow 
Jews towards Jesus. Sometimes he had a few converts, but often he was 
rejected by those in the synagogue. He would then take his message to the 
Gentiles in the city.  
In Thessalonica, Paul managed to make some converts including a few Jews, “a 
large number of God-fearing Greeks, and quite a few prominent women.” 
However, as had happened before, there were a few stubborn Jews who were 
offended by Paul’s ministry and they organized a mob to stop Paul. They first 
looked at Jason’s house (where Paul had evidently been staying), but because 
Paul was not there, they seized Jason and dragged him out before the city 
council accusing him of treason against the Roman government for having 
housed Paul. Jason and his small band of Christian converts were forced to post 
bond before being released. The mob continued searching for Paul, but some of 
the believers warned Paul of the danger and he and Silas quietly moved on to 
Berea. There they found the Bereans to be eager students of scripture and very 
receptive to Paul’s ministry. It would seem the Thessalonian debacle was behind 
them until the Jews in Thessalonica received word Paul was having some 
significant success in Berea. The Jews from Thessalonica rounded up another 
mob and went to Berea to agitate the crowd against Paul and Silas. Once again, 
like they did in Thessalonica, the believers rescued Paul and shipped him out to 
the coast to escape the agitators.  
The reason I share this backdrop story is to help give a context to the letters to 
the Thessalonians. This was one church most definitely planted by Paul, yet it 
was one of the more difficult places Paul ever ministered. He was literally run out 
of town and Paul never was able to return.  
We just can’t gauge our effectiveness by what we see. It would be hard to judge 
Paul’s ministry at Thessalonica as a success, especially when Berea was such 
an easy place to minister and dealing with such eagerly receptive people. Yet we 
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have proof in the two letters that there was a strong church at Thessalonica as a 
result of Paul’s ministry.  
And furthermore, do you remember why Paul even went to Greece? Paul and 
Silas were making their way through the regions of Galatia and Phrygia, 
ministering wherever God would open the door. They attempted to enter Bithynia 
to the north of them, but the Spirit prohibited them. Instead, they turned to Troas 
and camped there. During the night, Paul had a vision of a man in Macedonia 
standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us!” And Paul did 
just that. There he visited Philippi, Thessalonica, Berea, and Corinth. The 
troubles at Thessalonica were part of the package deal. Paul was obedient, and 
he had some struggles along the way.  
Again I say, we can’t judge by what we see. Meeting with struggles and 
opposition don’t mean we missed God’s will.  

II. The	Theology	of	the	Thessalonian	Letters	
There are three prominent theological issues Paul addresses in his two letters to 
the congregation at Thessalonica. Paul did not write them to teach them all about 
Theology. He wrote them to deal with specific issues they were facing. But part of 
helping them deal with their issues was to provide them a solid theological 
foundation pertaining to those issues.  
A good theological foundation is vital to our Christian walk. It is vital to our 
surviving life’s journey. It is vital to our mental and spiritual health. We don’t have 
to be advanced theologians, but we have to have good, solid theology.  
We are all theologians. Theology simply means we have an opinion about God 
and the things of God. Atheists are theologians. They have an opinion about 
God. Their theology is very simple. “There is no god.” That is their theology.  
What do you know about God? What is your opinion about how much God 
interacts with humans on a daily basis? Do you believe God merely created the 
universe, gave it a big spin, and now sits back to let nature take its course? What 
do you believe about the nature of God? Do you believe He is an impersonal, 
angry despot who can never be pleased and spends much of his time sending 
judgment on humanity? Primitive people have made human sacrifices to the 
volcanoes thinking human blood would appease the angry gods and prevent 
violent volcanic eruptions.  
What do you believe about eternity? Do you believe God is a loving God that 
would never allow anyone to spend eternity in Hell? A God that ultimately will 
welcome everyone into eternal bliss with Him when life is over?  
In my years of pastoring, I have observed that people with bad theology either 
create their own problems or they are inadequately equipped to deal with the 
problems life throws at them. People with poor theology have an inordinate fear 
of God, or a lack of respect for God, or they blame God for things that are not His 
fault, or they have unnecessary anxiety about their salvation, or a host of other 
complications.  
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The congregation at Thessalonica had concerns about three issues that caused 
some degree of difficulties in the church. Paul wrote to comfort and instruct them 
so they could operate as a healthy, functioning church without being beset by 
fear and misgivings due to poor theology.  

III. They	needed	a	good	theology	about	Christian	persecution	
and	suffering.		

Our series on Revelation laid a solid theological foundation about Christian 
persecution. The early church found persecution to be the norm, not the 
exception. They learned to live out their Christianity under constant persecution 
or threat of persecution. They knew nothing of Christianity that existed under the 
blessing and protection of the government. The only peace a Christian body of 
believers had would be if they compromised their faith and yielded to the 
demands of the governmental regulations requiring them to participate in pagan 
worship of the Emperors. But a non-compromising church would be a persecuted 
church. Moreover, the church at Thessalonica also endured persecution from the 
same people who initially opposed Paul’s ministry in their city. Just because Paul 
was gone didn’t mean they angry people quit opposing the new Christian 
movement. The mob not only resorted to physical force, but also took their 
complaint to the governmental authorities to try to legally stop the church. The 
church at Thessalonica was born in conflict and continued to fight for its 
existence.  
One commentator suggests another form of suffering and persecution that we 
sometimes overlook. It is what he calls the “distress of alienation.” 
Christian conversion requires a change in lifestyle. In some cases that change 
may be more radical. For the early church, Gentiles would have to walk away 
from their pagan traditions, often leaving a family members still steeped in those 
traditions. Family get-togethers would be strained by converted believers refusing 
to participate in pagan feasts and ceremonies.  
Converted Jews would also experience the strain of leaving their Jewish clan 
behind to pursue their new-found faith in Christ. The person of Christ would 
prove to be a very divisive issue in the family, just as it was in the city of 
Thessalonica.  
There are similar difficulties for us today when we choose to serve Christ. 
Unbelieving family and friends can put a strain on our faith and practices. Ann 
and I have found ourselves in strenuous settings when visiting unbelieving family 
members. It could be something as simple as meeting them for dinner, but they 
get their food and dive right in while Ann and I are accustomed to praying before 
we eat. Now, we either have to embarrass them with their mouth full of food and 
ask them if we can pray, or we just ignore them and enter into our own little 
private prayer meeting. Either way, tension comes from that juncture where 
believers meet unbelievers. It can be a believer/convert married to an unbeliever. 
It can be a believer having to quit running around with the former best friends 
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because the believer no longer wants to bar hop, or spend the weekend drinking 
beer and hanging out with party animals.  
It is never easy to change your lifestyle and your habits when you choose to 
follow Christ. And rest assured, the enemy will use that in his fight against your 
Christian walk.  

A. Suffering	for	our	faith	is	the	norm.		
2 We sent Timothy, who is our brother and co-worker in God’s service in spreading the 
gospel of Christ, to strengthen and encourage you in your faith, 3 so that no one would be 
unsettled by these trials. For you know quite well that we are destined for them. 4 In fact, 
when we were with you, we kept telling you that we would be persecuted. And it turned 
out that way, as you well know. 5 For this reason, when I could stand it no longer, I sent to 
find out about your faith. I was afraid that in some way the tempter had tempted you and 
that our labors might have been in vain.  (1 Thes 3:2-5) 

Their persecution was because of their strong faith.   

B. How	you	handle	your	trials	is	a	model	for	others	
6 You became imitators of us and of the Lord, for you welcomed the message in the midst 
of severe suffering with the joy given by the Holy Spirit.7 And so you became a model to 
all the believers in Macedonia and Achaia. (1 Thes 1:6-7) 

C. We	endure	by	focusing	on	the	future	payoff,	not	the	present	troubles.		
In other words, you have to believe it will be worth it all.  
“Suffering is tolerable when it has a purpose.”  

D. Rest	assured,	evil	doers	would	be	brought	to	justice	by	God.		
6 God is just: He will pay back trouble to those who trouble you 7 and give relief to you 
who are troubled, and to us as well. This will happen when the Lord Jesus is revealed 
from heaven in blazing fire with his powerful angels. 8 He will punish those who do not 
know God and do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9 They will be punished with 
everlasting destruction and shut out from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of 
his might 10 on the day he comes to be glorified in his holy people and to be marveled at 
among all those who have believed. This includes you, because you believed our 
testimony to you. (2 Thes 1:6-10) 

E. You	are	not	alone	in	your	sufferings	
14 For you, brothers and sisters, became imitators of God’s churches in Judea, which are in 
Christ Jesus: You suffered from your own people the same things those churches suffered 
from the Jews (1 Thes 2:14) 

 

 


