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On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he asked, “what 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” 
26 “What is written in the Law?” he replied. “How do you read it?” 

27 He answered, “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and 
with all your strength and with all your mind’; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

28 “You have answered correctly,” Jesus replied. “Do this and you will live.” 
29 But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “And who is my neighbor?” 

30 In reply Jesus said: “A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was 
attacked by robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving 
him half dead. 31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw 
the man, he passed by on the other side. 32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place 
and saw him, passed by on the other side.33 But a Samaritan, as he traveled, came where 
the man was; and when he saw him, he took pity on him. 34 He went to him and 
bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put the man on his own donkey, 
brought him to an inn and took care of him. 35 The next day he took out two denarii and 
gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after him,’ he said, ‘and when I return, I will 
reimburse you for any extra expense you may have.’ 

36 “Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands 
of robbers?” 

37 The expert in the law replied, “The one who had mercy on him.” 
Jesus told him, “Go and do likewise.” 

“‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your 
strength and with all your mind’ and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’” 

 This passage will sound familiar to you. It is a quote from the Old Testament and 
is found in other places in the gospels. Both Mark and Matthew record an 
occasion that occurred shortly before Jesus was arrested and crucified (Luke 
does not record it) wherein a Pharisee asked Jesus, “Which is the greatest 
commandment of the Law?” Jesus answered the question by quoting that same 
OT passage.   
Interestingly, in this passage here in Luke, a lawyer asks the question, “What 
must I do to inherit eternal life?” Then Jesus in return asks, “What does the Law 
say?” Then the lawyer quotes the OT: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your 
mind’[c]; and, ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ 
In Matthew 22, the question being asked is, “Which is the greatest 
commandment in the Law?” This time, Jesus is the one who gives the identical 
answer. Two different circumstances; two different questions; two different 
individuals quoting the same passage.  
Here in Luke, the lawyer then moves to another subject. “And who is my 
neighbor?”  
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First it is a legalistic question.  
When one decides on the precise definition of “neighbor”, then one can 
legalistically fulfill the letter of the law with the preset parameters. In other words, 
If I conclude my neighbor is everyone on my cul-de-sac, then I owe nothing to 
anyone else. I have fulfilled my duty. But that is legalism and not at all what God 
intended with His command.  
We cannot love God in a legalistic fashion. We are commanded to love Him, not 
by the letter of the law and strict observance of commandments, but with all our 
heart, soul, strength, and mind. We are to love our neighbor in the same fashion, 
not in a legalistic fashion. 
Second, it was a self-serving question 
But he wanted to justify himself, so he asked Jesus, “Who is my neighbor.”   

Jews only considered other Jews as qualified to be their neighbor. This lawyer 
expected Jesus to give answer from a conventional Jewish perspective. The 
lawyer wanted scriptural approval for hating Samaritans and Gentiles.  
For us, the lines are arbitrarily drawn. Are my neighbors only the people in the 
house next to me? Are my neighbors only the ones who live on my cul-de-sac? 
What about people who live in the country and have no one closer than a mile? 
Do they even have neighbors?  
 

The right question to ask is, “How do I love my neighbor?”  
This situation has no boundaries. It is not limited and defined by things like 
geography or ethnicity. This is a question that addresses your character and your 
behavior at all times in all places and all circumstances. It essentially challenges 
who are really are and how you really live. It is not a test of the fulfillment of a 
duty, but a test of your character; a test of your heart.  

Most	people	would	agree	that	when	Jesus	turned	the	question	around	and	asked	
“Who	was	neighbor	to	this	man?”	He	was	not	actually	answering	the	first	
question,	“Who	is	my	neighbor?”	But	some	suggest	that	there	is	a	sense	in	which	
Jesus	actually	did	answer	the	question.	After	all,	neighbors	involve	two	parties.		
Jesus intentionally chose a Samaritan as the hero of the story against the failures 
of the legalistic priest and Levite.  
This sets the context for the Parable of the Good Samaritan 

I. The	Priest	and	Levite	–	Religion	Without	Godliness	
A. The	priest	

The priest is an example of what happens when religion becomes more 
important than godliness.  
While we have to admit that the OT law prohibited a priest from touching a dead 
body lest the priest be ceremonially defiled, there was a cure for the defilement. 
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The priest would have undergo an elaborate ritual of cleansing lasting seven 
days. Thus, the priest would be unavailable for priestly duties during that time, 
sometimes putting increased pressure on the duties of the understaffed 
priesthood.  
The conundrum was that the priest was not prohibited from touching a wounded 
person, just a dead person. But the priest may inadvertently defile himself in the 
process of trying to determine if the man was dead or yet alive.  
The beliefs and practices surrounding this principle of avoiding defilement 
evolved over time and the priests eventually came to believe they could be 
defiled even if only their shadow fell on a dead body.  
A third wrinkle to throw into this story if the fact that everyone was travelling from 
Jerusalem to Jericho. That means the priest had finished whatever dealings he 
had in the temple and did not need to be as concerned with the effects of 
defilement after his temple service as he would have if he were headed toward 
Jerusalem to perform his temple duties. In other words, he could afford 
defilement in exchange for helping a victim in distress. But the priest was too 
devoted to his religious practices to consider showing compassionate ministry to 
a needy person.  

B. The	Levite	
All priests were chosen from the tribe of Levi, but not all Levites were chosen to 
be priests. Those who were not priests served as aids to the priests in the 
tabernacle and temple. They were a notch down from the priesthood and not as 
bound by legalistic demands. So, if the priest is unavailable for certain duties, the 
Levite could step in as a logical substitute for the dirty work. In this story, the 
Levite is the logical choice for ministry to the wounded man since the priest 
considered himself too holy to be bothered.  But the Levite fails to pick up the 
slack left by the priest. Neither he nor the priest demonstrated any concern for 
real one-on-one ministry. They were both so concerned preoccupied with their 
institutional duties they had no compassionate connection with people. “People” 
is where ministry takes place. That should be of utmost concern to all of us. 
The bottom line is, there was no real “ministry” coming out of the temple. There 
was only religious ceremony. Compare this to the mission and ministry of Jesus 
who wasted no time participating in temple rituals, but hit the streets and touched 
people. He declared his mission was to  

II. The	Neighbor		
A. Your	enemy	is	your	neighbor	

Grace and mercy sometimes comes from unexpected sources. Sometimes we 
find ourselves helping those who have previously been on our list of least favorite 
people. Sometimes we are the recipients of help from those we least expected it 
from. When tragedy strikes, we find out who are real friends are, and that can be 
a shocking revelation! 
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Paul and Jesus both taught us to love our enemies and do good to those who 
spitefully use us. I have seen wonderful things happen when we reach out to our 
enemies in their time of great need. I know of plenty of people who can’t cross 
that line. Once they have a list of sworn enemies, they have crucified their sense 
of pity and compassion on everyone on that list. If tragedy befalls them, then that 
is good enough for them. They deserve it! I can’t imagine being so bitter, so 
calloused, so mean-spirited that we can’t be touched with compassion by tragedy 
striking our enemies. I am not talking about tragedy striking evil people. I am 
talking about someone you just merely decided you don’t like for one reason or 
another. I can’t imagine coming upon someone who has been robbed, beaten, 
and left for dead and we check first to see if they are on our bad list.  

B. Don’t	admire	the	priest;	Don’t	emulate	the	Levite;	Be	like	the	Samaritan	
The Samaritan had no clue who this person was or where he was from; whether 
he was a Jew or a Samaritan; he only knew he needed help. He bandaged his 
wounds, gave him some medicine, put him on his own donkey and took him to 
the nearest inn and paid for the man to have a room; he left enough money with 
the innkeeper to pay for an extended stay and any supplies the man might need, 
then told the innkeeper he would be back to settle up for any additional 
expenses. That is particularly noteworthy, considering that innkeepers were 
notoriously shifty people, yet the Samaritan promised he would pay whatever the 
innkeeper claimed the extra expenses were. These details enhance the 
generosity of the Samaritan. The untrustworthy innkeeper was not the biggest 
issue. Right now, there is a wounded man who needs help, and that was the 
prevailing issue.  
This was love in action, not just in word. This was love in a broken world, not just 
ritualistic worship in a temple.  
We are not fully serving God just because we go to church, or pay tithe and give 
offerings, or help do maintenance work around the church property, or serve on a 
committee, or volunteer for one of the many duties it takes to run a church. We 
are serving God because we care for people. We don’t serve institutions, we 
serve people. We don’t honor God through institutional worship. We honor God 
through ministry to people.  
“GO AND DO LIKEWISE” 
That is the charge to us today. That is your assignment for this week. This is how 
we are going to put our Christianity into practice. We are going to love our 
enemies. We are going to reach out and touch the afflicted. We are going to 
cross prejudicial boundaries and simply reach out to hurting people.  
 

 
 


