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 Matthew 25:14-29 

I. God	Entrusts	Each	Of	Us	With	A	Portion	Of	His	Resources	
14 “Again, it will be like a man going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth 
to them. 15 To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and to another one bag, each 
according to his ability.  

A. Each	according	to	our	abilities	
Varying amounts are entrusted to the servants. The fact that the servant entrusted with 
one talent failed supports the idea that he was deemed less capable of managing the 
funds than his counterparts.  
Here is a powerful truth for us. If God has not entrusted you with much, it is because you 
have not yet proven yourself capable and trustworthy.  
Paul summarized the principle of good stewardship in his letter to the Corinthian church.  
 2 Now it is required that those who have been given a trust must prove faithful. 1 Cor 4:2 

B. We	are	not	all	created	equal	
We are created with equal rights, but not equal talents and abilities. There are some 
people who are born geniuses. I was not born a genius. Some are genetically designed 
with certain attributes that better suit them for certain tasks. Some people were just not 
born with the attributes to be great basketball players or sumo wrestlers. Some people 
are better wired to work with their hands than to make great speeches. Some people 
have a very natural musical ability, others may not be able to carry a tune in a bucket. 
Some are right brain, some left brain.  

1. God	will	entrust	certain	people	with	greater	responsibilities	because	they	were	
born	with	greater	capacities	and	skills.		

“Each according to his ability.”  

This is beyond our control. We just have to accept it.  

2. On	the	other	hand,	God	will	entrust	certain	people	with	greater	responsibilities	
because	they	worked	hard	to	develop	themselves	and	prove	themselves	worthy	
of	greater	trust.		

“You have been faithful with few things, I will put you in charge of many things.” 

This is under our control. The servant who was only given one talent did not need to 
make the same increase as the ones given  

II. Faithful	Stewards	Will	Be	Commended	
A. God	expects	effort	

Good stewardship requires wise investment. We can’t do nothing and expect God to be 
pleased. Look at these scriptural examples of God expecting effort.  
Jesus found the fig tree barren and cursed it, causing it to wither and die.  
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Jesus also told the parable of a vineyard owner who threatened to cut down a barren fig 
tree. The caretaker begged for an opportunity to fertilize the tree and nurse it back to 
health. This is the same message as the previous example.  
Then we remember the ministry of John the Baptist, when he came proclaiming  
“The ax is laid at the root of the tree. Every tree that does not bring forth good fruit will be cut 
down and thrown into the fire.” Matt 3:10 

Then Jesus repeated those words almost verbatim in the 7th chapter of Matthew in the 
last part of His Sermon on the Mount.  
“Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.”  Matt 7:19 

B. God’s	approval	is	based	on	the	effort,	not	the	results.	
C. Faithfulness	earns	greater	trust	

This is the growth and development process in God’s kingdom. However, it not only 
applies to the work we do for God, but it also applies to our everyday life circumstances. 
Why would God be motivated to continue to bless those who are not good stewards of 
his blessings?   

III. Wicked	Servants	Will	Be	Punished	
When we view this passage in Matthew in conjunction with the passage in Luke 19, we 
get a clear sense of two things:  
First, that a certain amount of risk was permissible, but we can be reasonably assured 
careless risk was not implied. After all, this is about good stewardship, faithful 
stewardship, and good stewardship bore positive results.  
Second, that the stewards were entrusted to manage his wealth, not to guard his wealth. 
Therefore, the unproductive servant clearly failed to fulfill his duties.  
Keep in mind Jesus was speaking this to his disciples, not to the Jewish leaders. So, this 
was a discipleship moment, unlike some of the other parable settings in which the Jewish 
leaders were being rebuked through the truths of the parable.  

A. Paralyzed	by	fear	
‘I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you 
have not scattered seed. 25 So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here 
is what belongs to you.’ 

By his own admission the servant was paralyzed by fear.  
“What if I invest the money and lose it? Wouldn’t I be safer just guarding the money and 
returning it in full? At least there is no risk. Certainly the master could not object to that!”  
One of the common teachings of the rabbis was that burying money was one of the 
safest ways to protect it. That may have been in the back of the minds of Christ’s 
disciples as they listened to this story. They may have understood the motives of that 
servant who was safeguarding the money.  
But the shocking part of this story is the harsh rebuke of the master, accusing the servant 
of being a complete and utter failure.  
Remember, Jesus is making a point about our responsibilities before God.  
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B. God	is	not	worried	about	successes	or	failures.	He	is	concerned	about	obedience.		
The servant was told, “manage my money.” The servant blatantly disobeyed that very 
clear command.  
The curious part of this is when the disobedient servant tries to justify his decision to bury 
the money instead of manage it.  
I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you 
have not scattered seed. 

Notice first of all this servant’s opinion of his master.  
He considered him a stern, strict, harsh, cold, man. He also considered him the kind of 
man that had unrealistic expectations, the kind of man who expected results without 
providing adequate means.  
The master does not acknowledge there is any truth to the servant’s accusations. The 
master’s response is “for the sake of the argument.” That is, if that is truly how you felt 
about me; if you truly believed I was a very austere man, difficult to please, why would 
you dare disobey me? Did you think you had a better chance pleasing me by disobeying 
me than merely failing in trying to obey?  
The important point for us is this. How do you view God? Do you think Him to be 
unreasonable? Do you think He is difficult and oppressive, demanding more out of you 
than you are capable of?  
This parable depicts God as a God of mercy and blessing as well as a God of unflinching 
judgment on the wicked. He is not a one-dimensional God – not just a God of Love, but a 
God also of righteous judgment.  
When God gives us clear instruction, we have but one duty – to obey.  

IV. Conclusion	
What else has God entrusted to us to test our stewardship? Even though Jesus uses 
money as the example in the parable, the application is about more than money. But 
neither does it exclude any application to our finances. In Christianity, we view God as 
the source of all our earthly provisions. Sure, one can argue they have money in the bank 
because they work and get a paycheck. But how did you get that work? If you are a 
contractor, how can you explain how the work comes to you? If you are an employee, 
why did you get hired? If you think the answer to both those questions is simply because 
you were good enough, talented enough to be deserving. Where did you get that talent? 
Where did you get your good health? Where do you get the air you breathe? Who 
blessed you with a good mind and skilled hands? God is the source of all provisions you 
have received. How do you say “Thank you” in appreciation to God? Are you generous 
with God like He is generous with you?  
Sometimes the concept of reciprocal generosity escapes little children.  
Every once in a while, one of my grandchildren fail to understand generosity. They can 
come to my house and raid the refrigerator or the pantry for anything they can find, but 
once they claim their prize, they sometimes refuse to share with others. I was generous 
in opening my bounty to them, but they are tempted to hoard what they have claimed is 
theirs.  
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I see that commonly in children. I almost expect to see it because their moral compass is 
not fully developed and the fallen nature has a tendency to manifest itself from time to 
time.  
However, when this same attitude is manifested in adults, there is a huge problem. We 
should know better than to hoard what we freely received. If we freely received from God, 
we should be mature enough to be generous with God.  
Speaking about tithing, consider this.  
Most pollsters agree that perhaps as little as 10% of Christians tithe.  
People who tithe are: 
- 40 percent less likely (15 percent versus 25 percent) than the average churchgoer to 
owe significant debt (more than $50,000). 
- Only half as likely (20 percent vs. 40 percent) to be overdue on their credit cards. 
- Twice as likely to be entirely debt-free (28 percent versus 13 percent). 
Consider the possibilities if everyone tithed. There would be an additional 165 billion 
dollars for ministry. Assuming greedy churches did not waste the money on ridiculously 
opulent church facilities, here is what could be done.  

– $25 billion could relieve global hunger, starvation and deaths from preventable 
diseases in five years. 
– $12 billion could eliminate illiteracy in five years. 
– $15 billion could solve the world’s water and sanitation issues, specifically at 
places in the world where 1 billion people live on less than $1 per day. 
– $1 billion could fully fund all overseas mission work. 
– $100 – $110 billion would still be left over for additional ministry expansion. 
But stewardship is not only about money. Your life is a blessing from God. Are you a 
good steward of your life? Do you honor and serve God? Do you merely live life for 
yourself, and work hard so you can in turn indulge yourself in all your dreams and 
pleasures?  
Are you a good steward of your temple, or are you abusing yourself? Proper rest? Proper 
diet? Proper exercise? Proper maintenance?  
You have been blessed with a good mind. Do you feed your mind healthy things or 
garbage?  
We don’t live for our own pleasure. We live for God’s glory.  
When we stand before God – and all of us will – He will ask, “What did you do with what I 
gave you?” If we did not manage God’s resources well; if we wasted it all on ourselves; if 
we refused to risk investing it for fear of failure, we will be harshly judged as unfaithful, 
unworthy stewards.  
“Only one life will soon be past. Only what’s done for Christ will last”.  
 


