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 24 Jesus told them another parable: “The Kingdom of heaven is like this. A man sowed good seed 
in his field. 25 One night, when everyone was asleep, an enemy came and sowed weeds among the 
wheat and went away. 26 When the plants grew and the heads of grain began to form, then the 
weeds showed up. 27 The man's servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, it was good seed you sowed 
in your field; where did the weeds come from?’ 28 ‘It was some enemy who did this,’ he 
answered. ‘Do you want us to go and pull up the weeds?’ they asked him. 29 ‘No,’ he answered, 
‘because as you gather the weeds you might pull up some of the wheat along with them. 30 Let the 
wheat and the weeds both grow together until harvest. Then I will tell the harvest workers to pull 
up the weeds first, tie them in bundles and burn them, and then to gather in the wheat and put it 
in my barn.’” 
Jesus interprets the parable 
36 When Jesus had left the crowd and gone indoors, his disciples came to him and said, “Tell us 
what the parable about the weeds in the field means.” 

37 Jesus answered, “The man who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man; 38 the field is the 
world; the good seed is the people who belong to the Kingdom; the weeds are the people who 
belong to the Evil One; 39 and the enemy who sowed the weeds is the Devil. The harvest is the 
end of the age, and the harvest workers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are gathered up and 
burned in the fire, so the same thing will happen at the end of the age: 41 the Son of Man will 
send out his angels to gather up out of his Kingdom all those who cause people to sin and all 
others who do evil things, 42 and they will throw them into the fiery furnace, where they will cry 
and gnash their teeth. 43 Then God's people will shine like the sun in their Father's Kingdom. 
Listen, then, if you have ears! (Matt 13) 
The Romans had laws against sowing weeds in someone’s wheat field. As one 
commentator put it, this is like a primitive form of bio-terrorism. There was evidently a 
potential problem in that culture with pranksters or malicious people with a vindictive 
spirit, and sowing tares in someone’s wheat field was a perfect way to secretly exact 
vengeance on another person.  So the audience would have related to the danger of 
someone sowing tares among wheat.  
This parable can be outlined in a couple of different ways, but still present three main 
points.  
We could look at the three main “characters” in the story – the sower, the wheat and the 
tares. That gives us a very natural division.  
Another way of looking at it is to see the Kingdom of God depicted in two different time 
periods – the present and the future. Even with this division, the depiction of the 
Kingdom in the future breaks down into two parts including the judgment of the wicked 
and the rewarding of the righteous. Thus we still the same three points being made. I 
will meld both outlines together.  

I. The	Kingdom	of	God	Now	-	Wheat	and	Tares	Share	the	Same	Field		
First, let’s talk about what exactly is the Kingdom of God. The term  
“Kingdom of God” is used more than one way. In a broad sense, the Kingdom of God is 
everything under God’s rulership. Is there anything NOT under God’s rulership? No! He 
rules over everything. Heaven is His throne, Earth is His footstool. Remember our 
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Genesis series where we learned the creation story has a very powerful temple motif? 
God is pictured in Genesis as the Almighty Creator and Ruler over everything.  
However, in a narrower sense the Kingdom of God sometimes refers only to the 
community of believers, those who have willingly submitted to His authority. In this 
sense, those who refuse to submit are not part of the Kingdom of God.  
In this parable, both aspects of the Kingdom are presented. First, the universal Kingdom 
of God where certain ungodly things are temporarily tolerated, then the pure and 
righteous Kingdom of God where all wickedness is removed and only the faithful 
remain.  
Sometimes we have unrealistic expectations of how the Kingdom of God should work 
because we don’t understand the difference between the two aspects of the Kingdom. 
And, even though the Kingdom of God is not synonymous for the Church, nevertheless 
we sometimes tend to think of the church as somewhat of a microcosm of the Kingdom 
of God. The rules of the Kingdom of God don’t necessarily apply to the church. There 
are times when we should be tolerant of imperfection in those who are part of the 
church body, and there are times when we should not tolerate wicked behavior within 
the church (such as the adulterous man in 1 Cor). So, we have to be careful not to read 
the Kingdom parables and think we have a Biblical mandate for how the church should 
function.  
In the present Kingdom of God on Earth, it is not our job to sort out those whom we 
believe do and do not belong.  

A. First,	let’s	look	at	the	contextual	application	of	this	lesson.		
Jesus claimed to be the Way, the Truth, and the Life. These are exclusive attributes. He 
was not one of many, but exclusively the only Way, Truth, and Life. This must have had 
a huge psychological impact on his disciples. If Jesus is the only Way, Truth, and Life, 
then why do we not expose and/or vanquish all other false competitors? We saw that 
attitude coming out of the disciples from time to time such as when the disciples saw 
others trying to cast out devils in Christ’s name, but they were not part of their “group”. 
We also saw it when the Samaritans did not receive Jesus and His disciples suggested 
Jesus call down fire from Heaven on them. From these and other incidents, it is plain to 
see that the disciples were not opposed to the idea of plucking tares and purging the 
wheat field from time to time. They could not understand why the Way, Truth, and Life 
would not push all imposters and distractors out of the way and clear the path for the 
only true message.  They surely reasoned that the work of evangelism would be much 
easier if the opposition was eradicated. But surprisingly Jesus did not take that 
approach. He allowed the opposition to continue. He warned his disciples they would 
labor in adverse conditions, they would face hostilities from those who opposed their 
work. They would simply have to press through it.  

B. Now,	let’s	look	at	the	contemporary	application	
What does this mean to us?  
First, it answers our questions about why God allows evil to continue around us.  
This is one of the most commonly asked questions. Why does God allow evil to 
continue. Billy Graham said he was often asked that question and admitted he did not 
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have a good answer. But the answer is in the parable and the interpretation. Once we 
realize it is God’s purpose and design for us to exist in a field tainted by weeds, then we 
ask where is justice? But justice is coming.  
Second, not only should we not try to be the sole arbiters of who occupies the field, but 
we don’t have the skill to purge the field of weeds. The weeds have become so 
entwined with the roots of the wheat, that damage will be done to good wheat if anyone 
tries to remove the tares.  

II. The	Wicked	Will	Ultimately	Be	Judged	
We have already mentioned this in the previous point but here we expand on that 
thought. The story is not done. When God does the sifting, the weeds will be utterly 
destroyed and the wheat phenomenally rewarded. That is where the justice is! 
We are not the judge. God is the judge. Why are the wicked not immediately judged? 
Even wicked people need redeeming. Some of our most notable figures in Christianity 
were notoriously wicked and wretched people who had a life-changing encounter with 
Jesus. Look at the word of Paul to the Church at Corinth 
9 Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex with 
men 10 nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will inherit the 
kingdom of God. 11 And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you were 
sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God. 
(I Cor 6) 

Even Paul himself was a radical Pharisee bent on destroying the movement Jesus had 
started. He gloated when Stephen was stoned for his faith in Christ. Paul was a tare in a 
wheat field. He was poisonous and destructive. He even admits he was a blasphemer 
and inflicted a great deal of injury on Christianity. But in God’s wisdom he allowed the 
tares to grow among the wheat resulting in the conversion of many who once opposed 
Him.  
But for those who are wicked until the end, they will stand before God and give an 
account for their behavior. Not one wicked tare in the wheat field will escape the sweep 
of God’s judgment. The day is coming but is not here yet. Our duty is not to execute 
judgment, or even pray for judgment day to hurry up and come. Our duty is to survive, 
even thrive when faced with fierce opposition. Our duty is not only to survive but to win 
others who are battling against the Kingdom of God. Facebook is a window into the 
souls of men and women. I am shocked at how many people talk about hurting those 
who hurt us. They talk about how murderers deserve to be murdered, how child abusers 
deserve to be thrown into prison and abused by other prisoners. They talk about how 
radical Muslims need to be slaughtered and wiped off the face of the earth. I hear 
people using shocking violent language against their enemies. Our job is not to pull 
weeds and throw them into the fire. That is God’s job. Our job is to pray for our 
enemies. Our first inclination should be to pray for their salvation, not for their 
destruction. Let’s keep it Christ-centered. I know how much everyone hates what 
happened at the school in Florida. I know how painful it is to think about those innocent 
kids who did nothing but go to school, yet they were mowed down by a ruthless, 
heartless young man. I hate what he did. I am angry. But how many of you have even 
though to pray for his salvation? The internet has lit up with debates on how to solve 
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these problems. But isn’t this a heart problem? Aren’t we in the business of trying to 
change the hearts of men and women? I can’t bring those young men and women back 
to life, and I can’t make things better by wishing the worst upon Nikolas Cruz. But what I 
can do is do my best to reach a young person here within my world, to rescue their 
heart from the clutches of Hell and teach them to follow Jesus. That is what I can do. If 
Nicolas Cruz doesn’t find Jesus and turn to him, God will deal with him at the great 
judgment. That is God’s job, not mine.  

III. The	Righteous	Will	Be	Rewarded	
43 Then God's people will shine like the sun in their Father's Kingdom.  

We who have surrendered to God; we who have committed our lives to God; we are the 
wheat. We are living in a field with tares. Wickedness is around us. We can’t cleanse 
this world and make it more inhabitable for decent people by ripping up the weeds. We 
can’t kill all the evil doers. We can’t banish them from the world. There is no place to 
run. The weeds are everywhere. How many of you have just dreamed of moving to a 
deserted island with your family and getting out of this sin-mad world? But we know that 
isn’t going to happen. We are in a weedy field. We have to survive the poisonous weeds 
that threaten God’s crop.  
But the trick is to endure to the end. The enemy sows the weeds among the wheat in 
hopes of destroying the crop. He hopes the harvest is completely ruined and God will 
have nothing of any value to reap.  
But God will always have a people. Nothing the enemy can do will prevent God from 
having a bountiful harvest. This is God’s field! He knows what the enemy has done and 
why he has done it. But God will have a harvest.  
You have to make it! You can’t give up. You can’t get discouraged. You have to survive 
the weed infestation. We have to be in the world, but we don’t have to be of the world. 
The world has booked the express train to the bowels of Hell and the enemy is giving 
away free tickets and recruiting passengers by the millions. You parents with young 
children, you know they are going to grow up in a messed up world, but you don’t have 
to let your children be poisoned by this world. You had better get a plan right now how 
you are going to equip your children to be able to stand for God and against all the lies 
Hell is throwing at them. You can’t farm that job out to the baby sitter or to the schools. 
It is your job to train your child in the way they should go. If you don’t, you are throwing 
them to the wolves! Train them! Teach them! Protect them against the fiery darts of Hell! 
Tell them about Heaven and about Hell. Tell them about God and about satan. Warn 
them about the lies and propaganda being pumped out of Hell upon this generation. 
Train them in the truth of God. Give them a shield of faith. Dress them in the helmet of 
salvation. Give then the sword of the Spirit. Give them the breastplate of righteousness. 
Dress them for battle! We can’t afford to lose our kids to Hell! You must make it. Your 
family must make it! Be a Joshua! “As for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” 
There is a reward waiting for those who endure! God’s people will shine like the sun in 
their Father’s kingdom!!! 
 


