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 36 A Pharisee invited Jesus to have dinner with him, and Jesus went to his house and sat down to 
eat. 37 In that town was a woman who lived a sinful life. She heard that Jesus was eating in the 
Pharisee's house, so she brought an alabaster jar full of perfume 38 and stood behind Jesus, by his 
feet, crying and wetting his feet with her tears. Then she dried his feet with her hair, kissed them, 
and poured the perfume on them. 39 When the Pharisee saw this, he said to himself, “If this man 
really were a prophet, he would know who this woman is who is touching him; he would know 
what kind of sinful life she lives!” 40 Jesus spoke up and said to him, “Simon, I have something to 
tell you.” “Yes, Teacher,” he said, “tell me.”  
41 “There were two men who owed money to a moneylender,” Jesus began. “One owed him five 
hundred silver coins, and the other owed him fifty. 42 Neither of them could pay him back, so he 
canceled the debts of both. Which one, then, will love him more?” 
43 “I suppose,” answered Simon, “that it would be the one who was forgiven more.” Luke 7:41-43 
“You are right,” said Jesus. 44 Then he turned to the woman and said to Simon, “Do you see this 
woman? I came into your home, and you gave me no water for my feet, but she has washed my 
feet with her tears and dried them with her hair. 45 You did not welcome me with a kiss, but she has 
not stopped kissing my feet since I came. 46 You provided no olive oil for my head, but she has 
covered my feet with perfume. 47 I tell you, then, the great love she has shown proves that her 
many sins have been forgiven. But whoever has been forgiven little shows only a little love.” 
(Luke 7:37-47) 

I. What	We	Learn	From	Simon	and	the	Debtor	
Jesus doesn’t develop this character in the parable. We have to look to the 
corresponding character (Simon) for more information.  

A. Inconsistency	Is	Hypocrisy.		
A Pharisee named Simon invited Jesus to his house for a meal. This is already an 
interesting story and we haven’t even gotten to the parable. Luke is the only gospel writer 
that records Jesus accepting the hospitality of a Pharisee. The other gospel writers tend 
to highlight the friction that existed between them.  
But here is Jesus on fellowship terms with a Pharisee. That is a unique setting. But we 
are left to wonder why a Pharisee would want to host Jesus at his house. Was he a 
genuine seeker? Was he trying to set a trap for him? We are not told.  
But what we do know is this Pharisee sees a sinner woman enter his house and quietly 
take it upon herself – seemingly without an invitation and without permission – to wash 
the feet of Jesus with her tears, drying them with her hair, and anointing them with 
expensive alabaster perfume.  
Simon fully expects to have a quiet, private, invitation only meal with Jesus when this 
woman who is famous in the community for being a sinner crashes his meal. Jesus 
appears to be very pleased with this party crasher, but Simon is wondering, “What is the 
woman doing here and who let her in?” The Pharisee side of Simon is seething that this 
sinner woman has not only crashed his party, but is distracting his guest.  
Simon says to himself – not to the person sitting next to him – but to himself. Either under 
his breath or just in his own brain, but not aloud. He says, “If this man were really a 
prophet, he would know who this woman is who is touching him; He would know what 



The Two Debtors 

 2 

kind of sinful life she lives.” The Pharisee is cringing. Faithful to his Pharisee-ism, Simon 
is appalled this sinner woman is in his house and touching his guest. But that is not all 
Simon is thinking. He reasons that if Jesus was a true prophet, He would know what kind 
of woman this is, and if He was a decent and respectable Jewish religious leader, He 
would not allow this woman to touch him.  
The irony is rich. Not only is it ironic that Simon wrongly assumes Jesus is not a prophet, 
but the fact that Jesus was a prophet empowered him to know what Simon was thinking!  
There is another ironic moment. After sharing the parable, Jesus accuses Simon of not 
fulfilling his duties as a decent and godly man in properly honoring Jesus as his guest. 
Simon holds dearly to his Pharisaical prejudice against women and sinners, but he is 
sloppy and irresponsible in acting like a gracious host, as any decent Pharisee is 
expected to do. Selective religiosity. Picking what one wants to observe, but opting out of 
whatever else is inconvenient. In trying to hold Jesus to a religious standard, Simon then 
discovers he is the one who has failed to hold faithfully to the proper standard.  

B. Prejudice	is	despicable	
This woman was doing nothing offensive to Jesus. She was worshipping him in the most 
humble and broken manner. We see the attitudes and spirits of these two characters in 
sharp contrast. A sinner woman who is emotionally broken and deeply humbled in the 
presence of Jesus. In contrast, we see Simon who not overly impressed by the presence 
of Jesus in his house, at his table, sharing his food. In fact, Simon was so underwhelmed, 
he didn’t even extend basic guest courtesies to Jesus. But what Simon did demonstrate 
was his deeply ingrained prejudice against both women and lowly sinners. Simon 
evidently recognized this woman because he knew her reputation. It is apparent Simon 
never made any attempt to help this sinner woman out of her sinful lifestyle. He offered 
condemnation, but he never offered hope. That is the difference between the ministry of 
Jesus and the ministry of the Pharisees. Jesus did not condemn the broken and the 
captive. Instead He offered hope. Simon’s religion was to focus on his own piety, his own 
righteousness, and to despise and avoid sinners. By contrast, Jesus came to seek and to 
save the lost. At one end of the table sits the one who condemns sinners and at the other 
end sits the one who forgives and redeems sinners. Prejudice has no compassion. 
Prejudice cares nothing for the wellbeing of people. Prejudice can throw humanity aside 
like dirty rags. Prejudice is the fruit of arrogant self-importance.  

C. We	dare	not	despise	the	smallest	measure	of	grace.		
The debtor with the smaller debt was forgiven his debt. In the parable, we don’t know 
how he reacted to this act of kindness. But once again, as Jesus moves quickly from the 
parable to the real-life corresponding characters, we have to either assume Simon had 
been forgiven of much smaller sins in his life, or perhaps had not even seen his need for 
forgiveness. It is possible, being a Pharisee, Simon believed he was righteous by his own 
works and needed no forgiveness. But whatever the case, there was virtually no deep 
heartfelt gratitude in Simon’s heart for the forgiveness of sins. This sinner woman was 
deeply, demonstratively grateful.  
I have mentioned two possible scenarios in Simon. Either he had comparatively small 
sins that needed forgiving, or he believed he needed no forgiveness at all. In the first 
case, we have to be careful not to minimize the importance of any measure of grace. In 
my case, in my life, I grew up in a Christian home. I never went out and sowed wild oats. 
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Much of my success in avoiding these common pitfalls has to do with being raised in a 
Christian family, having godly parents who set boundaries for me when I was too young 
and irresponsible to set those boundaries for myself. But I know I need a Savior. My own 
weaknesses and shortcoming look overwhelming to me. I battle against the flesh like 
every other human being. I can’t live a perfect life. I inevitably fail God and displease him. 
I need forgiveness. I need a Savior. I hear of testimonies from people in this congregation 
that have gone far deeper into sin than I ever have. They have danced with the devil. 
They have chased every carnal pleasure they found appealing.  But regardless of how I 
managed to avoid the grossest sins, and regardless of how others here may have 
ventured deep into the belly of Hell, the fact remains that there are some here who have 
been forgiven of much greater sins than I have. Some of you know what it means to have 
been delivered from the bondages of sin, shackles you could not break under your own 
power. But Jesus set you free. A deeper, more dramatic, more powerful, more miraculous 
touch of God on one’s life will typically, logically have a much greater impact on the one 
who has been touched. A blind man who is healed will react with greater joy than the 
person who was healed of a tension headache. The person who was forgiven for a life of 
the grossest sins will likely show deeper gratitude than the person who was forgiven for 
lying or gossiping. Those who are forgiven and delivered from controlling sins are more 
grateful than those who are forgiven for sins that are little more than character flaws.  
Those among us here today who have never led a wild life have something very valuable 
to learn from Simon. We cannot minimize grace just because our debt was not as big as 
others. For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God. Without grace, without 
forgiveness, without Christ, without the cross, we are all doomed to Hell. Even the most 
godly among us can only enter Heaven and inherit eternal life through the atoning 
sacrifice of Jesus. When we grasp how precious grace is, even a thimble-full of grace, we 
should be just as excited and grateful as the vilest of sinners who has been cleansed, 
forgiven and set free. Shame on us for taking grace for granted. Shame on us for being 
too dignified to worship God just because we didn’t need an ocean full of grace. Shame 
on us for losing our sense of the deepest gratitude for having been forgiven our debt.  

II. What	We	Learn	from	the	Sinner	Woman	and	the	Other	Debtor	
The major debtor obviously corresponds to the sinner woman. The interesting thing here 
is something most people have never considered. It is very likely this woman had already 
been forgiven. We have some serious scholarly work on this passage that suggests the 
language used here in this passage, parallels the same language used elsewhere in 
Luke where the “weeping” is the result of forgiveness. John Kilgallen, having done an 
exhaustive study on this passage, even suggests this woman had already found salvation 
through the ministry of John the Baptist (who was pointing people to Christ). Verse 47 
also supports this.  
47 I tell you, then, the great love she has shown proves that her many sins have been forgiven. But 
whoever has been forgiven little shows only a little love.” 
And the words of Jesus “Your sins are forgiven” is more of a public affirmation of a work 
already done in her life than it was an instant declaration of forgiveness.  
This makes sense if we read this story with this perspective. We find it odd that any 
sinner, bound in their sins, worships Jesus like this. They may find themselves humbled 
before Him and unworthy of His presence, but this was worship! This was an 
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unmistakable expression of the deepest gratitude. And that was the point of the parable, 
to explain why this woman was acting like she was. She was doing so because of the 
heavy debt that had already been forgiven. Not in hopes of finding forgiveness, but in 
grateful response to the forgiveness already found.  

III. 	What	We	Learn	from	God	and	the	Moneylender	
A. We	are	all	in	debt	to	God	

Just like the parable of the prodigal son, this parable illustrates the love, forgiveness, and 
generosity of God. The Jews did not have a good understanding of what God the Father 
was like. They mainly saw him as an austere God, too holy to be approached by men, too 
holy for men to even dare to speak or write his name. But Jesus came to reveal the 
Father in a new light. He’s a compassionate Father. He is a generous Father. He is a 
forgiving Father. He is a loving Father. He is just and fair.  
The moneylender cancelled the debts. He absorbed the loss. Even though one was only 
50 silver coins and the other was ten times that amount, both were acts of great 
compassion and generosity. You see, it didn’t matter how much either one of them owed. 
What mattered is if the debt was not paid, they were both headed for debtor’s prison.  

B. You	can’t	pay	your	debt	
No matter how great or how small your sin, your debt must be paid. Of course, we 
understand in reality our debt is our sin. And we also understand we cannot pay the debt 
of sin. Nothing will satisfy our debt of sinfulness except the blood of Jesus. It is the only 
currency God accepts. He doesn’t honor our good works. He doesn’t honor our own 
efforts at self-righteousness. He doesn’t honor religious acts of worship. He only honors 
the shed blood of Christ. You may not think yourself to be a particularly wicked person. 
You may treat people decently, give generously to the needy, respect authority, be 
completely honest and upright in all your dealings. But all have sinned and come short of 
the glory of God. Somewhere in your life, you have fallen short of what God expects of 
you. You have incurred a debt you cannot pay. You need the appeal to the Lamb of 
Heaven. You need to accept His sacrifice in your behalf. The creditor will forgive you, but 
you have to strike the deal. It won’t be automatic. You have to come to God in 
repentance, confess your need for Him, surrender to Him, and appeal to Him for 
forgiveness.  
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.  (1 John 1:9) 


