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 “A certain man was preparing a great banquet and invited many guests. 17 At the time of the 
banquet he sent his servant to tell those who had been invited, ‘Come, for everything is now 
ready.’ 

18 “But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said, ‘I have just bought a field, and I 
must go and see it. Please excuse me.’ 

19 “Another said, ‘I have just bought five yoke of oxen, and I’m on my way to try them out. 
Please excuse me.’ 

20 “Still another said, ‘I just got married, so I can’t come.’ 
21 “The servant came back and reported this to his master. Then the owner of the house became 
angry and ordered his servant, ‘Go out quickly into the streets and alleys of the town and bring in 
the poor, the crippled, the blind and the lame.’ 

22 “‘Sir,’ the servant said, ‘what you ordered has been done, but there is still room.’ 
23 “Then the master told his servant, ‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to 
come in, so that my house will be full. 24 I tell you, not one of those who were invited will get a 
taste of my banquet.’” (Luke 14:16-23) 

I. The	Context	
This parable in Luke bears a few similarities to the parable of the wedding banquet as 
recorded by Matthew in the 22nd chapter of his gospel. In both, a great banquet is 
prepared and those who RSVP’d that they would be attending suddenly refused to fulfill 
their commitment. In both parables, those who refused to attend were replaced by 
anyone and everyone who would respond to the last minute invitation for a free 
banquet.  
Matthew’s parable is more complex in detailing the mistreatment of the servants who 
are violently mistreated by those who were invited, and by the king’s destruction of the 
stubborn rebels. While the parable in Matthew is built around marriage feast for the 
king’s son, the parable in Luke is only about a man who hosted a banquet for friends.  
In both parables, coming to the banquet is an allegorical symbol for coming into the 
Kingdom of God at His invitation. The parable in Matthew makes a more powerful 
statement about this since snubbing the King would have been the highest earthly form 
of disrespect imaginable.  
The snubbing of the man in Luke gives us the same message, but was not as major of a 
point in the parable.  
In the parable in Matthew 22, Jesus concludes the parable with an illustration about 
what it takes to qualify for being in the kingdom when those who had been invited did 
not have on the proper attire and were rejected.  
The parable in Luke does not venture in to the matter of what it takes to qualify for being 
“at the banquet” (in the kingdom), but Luke includes another parable that does address 
that issue. We deal with that one next.  
The occasion for the parables in Luke 14 is found in the first part of the 14th chapter of 
Luke. Jesus was the dinner guest at the house of a prominent Pharisee. Interestingly, 
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Luke includes a side story. On his way to the banquet, Jesus encountered a man who 
was suffering from abnormal swelling of the body. Jesus paused to ask the Pharisees 
“Is it lawful to heal on the Sabbath or not?” The Pharisees and lawyers refused to 
answer, then Jesus healed the man and continued on to his dinner appointment.  
Arriving at the banquet, Jesus takes notice of how some of the quests especially chose 
the places of honor at the table. And this prompted Jesus to share two bits of 
philosophical wisdom, then launch into the two parables that conclude the chapter.  
The first bit of wisdom Jesus shares is intended for all at the table.  
 8 “When someone invites you to a wedding feast, do not take the place of honor, for a person 
more distinguished than you may have been invited. 9 If so, the host who invited both of you will 
come and say to you, ‘Give this person your seat.’ Then, humiliated, you will have to take the 
least important place. 10 But when you are invited, take the lowest place, so that when your host 
comes, he will say to you, ‘Friend, move up to a better place.’ Then you will be honored in the 
presence of all the other guests. 11 For all those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and 
those who humble themselves will be exalted.” 
Then Jesus says shares the second bit of philosophical wisdom specifically with the 
host.  
“When you give a luncheon or dinner, do not invite your friends, your brothers or sisters, your 
relatives, or your rich neighbors; if you do, they may invite you back and so you will be 
repaid. 13 But when you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, 14 and 
you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the 
righteous.” 

Boom! The appetizers have not even been served yet and Jesus has already taught 
these people two valuable lessons on humility. He found himself dining with a bunch of 
stuffed shirts and he quickly kicked the props out from under every one of them.  
Jesus was a teacher. He taught all the time. And here at this banquet, He saw two 
prominent mistakes his host and fellow-diners were making and He corrected them. 
Only Heaven knows how well this mild rebuke was taken, but Jesus didn’t teach or 
preach for approval. He simply told the truth.  

After this, one of the guests pipes up and says, “Blessed is the one who will eat at the 
feast in the kingdom of God.” 

This was an awkward moment. It was the manifestation of a prideful, arrogant spirit. Not 
only was this man trying to impress Jesus with his religious rhetoric, but he was also 
subtly implying that very special and privileged people (such as himself and those 
gathered around that table) would also be special guests at God’s great banquet. The 
Jews often used the banquet as a metaphor to describe that eternal place with God at 
the end of the age.  
Essentially, the man just invited himself to a special place at God’s great banquet. After 
Jesus just told them to quit jockeying for the best place at the table as if they are 
someone important, this man makes the bold assumption that he and his friends are the 
“elite” who will dine with God at that great banquet in the sky.  
Sometimes, people just don’t get it.  
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So, Jesus proceeds to the parable to once again illustrate that familiar point He has 
made repeatedly – The first shall be last and the last shall be first.  

II. The	Parable	of	the	Great	Banquet	
A. God	invites	all;	Some	reject,	some	accept	

Although I continue to warn against over-allegorizing the details of a parable, there is 
one thought that is very tempting to pull out of this parable.  
Notice the class of people who reject the message and the class who accepts. If this 
parable was the only place where that was inferred, I would be reluctant to suggest 
Jesus was trying to make a valid point of it. However, we find this principle repeatedly in 
scriptures. The needy are more open to the message of hope than the well-to-do. The 
desperate people are more receptive than the comfortable people. Religious people are 
more resistant to the gospel message than the godless because people who already 
have a religion have convinced themselves their religion is all they need for all their 
needs. When Tiger Woods went through a divorce and had a public meltdown, Britt 
Hume publically suggested Tiger needed Jesus Christ in his life. Tiger responded that 
he had his Buddhism that was all he needed. It was evident his Buddhism was not 
enough, but Tiger clung to his religion.  
In scriptures, Jesus repeatedly warned about the danger of riches providing a false 
sense of security and causing people to think they have no need for God. When Christ 
announced his mission, he clearly declared he came to minister to the poor, the 
oppressed, the captive, the bruised. All are invited, but the hurting seem to be more 
receptive.  
In all three cases, it was the cares of this life that got in the way. There is nothing evil 
about buying land, or a team of oxen, or even getting married. But never are these 
things supposed to pre-empt God’s invitation for us to come into His kingdom.  
Every one of us knows someone who is too busy, or too comfortable, or too distracted 
to come to the banquet.  

B. There	are	no	valid	excuses	for	rejecting	God’s	invitation	into	the	Kingdom	
Some people try to make an issue out of buying land or oxen sight-unseen then going to 
prove them after the purchase. The original hearers would not have understood that to 
be the interpretation. They would have understood the individuals were either in the 
process of making a deal and were simply on their way to make their final inspections 
and complete the transaction, or they were so excited over their new purchase they 
would rather spend time admiring the land and the oxen rather than taking time to 
attend the banquet.   
We can’t make too much out of the excuses. They are there for only one reason – to 
illustrate that some people allow their preoccupation with the things of this world to 
cause them to miss the most important spiritual things.  
There are no legitimate excuses for declining God’s invitation.  

C. God’s	banquet	will	not	be	a	flop	
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I have been a part of a few banquets that were not very successful. Sometimes I just 
attended, sometimes I hosted. In any case, preparations were made for a big turnout 
and very few people showed up. I can tell you this for a fact - it is extremely 
disheartening to put in all that work and not even come close to reaching capacity. In 
the parable of the wedding feast in Matthew, the King was intensely offended that 
anyone would reject his invitation. How dare them to say they would come, and then to 
decide at the last minute they had better things to do. Look at all the food! Look at the 
beautiful tables! The King was enraged! He directed his servants to go find anyone who 
would come. The banquet hall must be filled! 
In both parables, the banquet was not a failure. There was always someone willing to 
come eat, they just had to extend the invitations.  
This is all allegorical for something much greater than a mere banquet. God’s kingdom 
will not fail just because there are some who decline to join.  
It is easy to get discouraged when you witness to people and they reject you. It can be 
discouraging when you cast the net and it comes back empty. But God built a kingdom 
to be inhabited and there are plenty of people who are willing to come in. We just have 
to widen the invitation. There are always people who are hurting who want and need 
healing. There are always people in bondage who desperately want to be set free. 
There are always people in darkness who are looking and hoping for someone to lead 
them into the light.  
God’s banquet will not fail. His kingdom will not die for lack of members. His church will 
not disappear from the face of the Earth before He comes back. Christianity may be on 
the skids in America because of aggressive skepticism and agnosticism and atheism, 
but revival fires are burning south of the equator. The church is exploding in communist 
China. When the Communists took power in China in 1949, there were 1 million 
Christians in China. Today they are over 60 million Christians worshiping in 
underground churches. The U.S. has the largest Christian population in the world with 
over 230 million, but China is on track to surpass the U.S. by 2030 if they sustain their 
current rate of growth. The five largest populations of Christians in the world are found 
in U.S., Mexico, Nigeria, Russia, and China. The U.S. has a per capita income of almost 
$60k; Russia, $27k; Mexico, less than $20k; Nigeria, less than $6k. The gospel is more 
readily received by the needy and oppressed.  
The invitation goes out to all. But if the elite decline, the banquet won’t fail. There are 
plenty of people willing to come to the feast. And God will gladly fill His kingdom with 
“whosoever will”. 
‘Go out to the roads and country lanes and compel them to come in, so that my house will be 
full.  (vs 23) 
Why would the poor, crippled, blind, and lame need to be compelled? The self-sufficient 
are easily distracted and see no need of God. They are more difficult to persuade. Why 
would the poor and oppressed need persuasion? Because their objection would be 
disbelief or a sense of unworthiness. They need a little persuading that God loves them 
and wants them.  


