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As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 
sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the works 
of God might be displayed in him. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the works of him who 
sent me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of 
the world.” 
6 After saying this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 
man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means “Sent”). So 
the man went and washed, and came home seeing. (John 9) 

I. The	  Strange	  Beliefs	  of	  the	  Jews	  
In this story, we catch an interesting glimpse into some of the strange beliefs in 
Judaism.   

A. Sometimes,	  things	  just	  happen.	  
The first curiosity was the commonly held belief that sicknesses, disorders, and 
maladies all stemmed directly from some act of sin. Christ’s own disciples were 
familiar with and evidently believed in this theory, for they were the ones that put the 
question to Christ: “Who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind.” It is 
interesting that the disciples have by this time discovered Jesus is an outstanding 
source of wisdom and information.  
First of all, the premise is faulty. The assumption is that all sickness, maladies, 
tragedies, etc. are a direct result of someone’s sin. The disciples did not ask Christ, 
“Is it true that all our infirmities and sicknesses and diseases and maladies are 
directly caused by an act of sin?” No, they assumed the matter was settled. All they 
wanted to know is how to trace it back to the proper person, and what kind of sin 
would cause blindness.  
An ancient Aramaic interpretation of the Bible tells the story of parents bringing their 
rebellious son before the elders and saying, “we have transgressed the decree of the 
word of the Lord; because of this, this son of ours, born to us, is stubborn and 
rebellious; a glutton with meat and a drunkard with wine.” 
We have to be careful not to be overly harsh on the Jews for believing such a thing. I 
know we have similar theories from time to time.  
How many times in your life have you endured great difficulties, harsh trials, or been 
stricken with a disease and you begin to wonder if some moral failure of yours is 
somehow responsible for the problems you face. If we don’t make the personal 
application, I certainly know people often judge others that way. When someone is 
going through difficult times, there are always those people who judge them. We will 
call them Job’s friends. They always seem to know the root cause of the suffering of 
others. They think it is a direct sowing and reaping dynamic. “If they hadn’t treated 
me the way they did, they wouldn’t be going through all of this.” “If they hadn’t gone 
out on that tangent of sowing wild oats, they wouldn’t be having this trouble now.”  
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Now don’t get me wrong. There are certain actions that have predictable 
consequences. But sometimes people try to make a connection where there is none.  

B. The	  second	  oddity	  we	  encounter	  is	  embedded	  in	  the	  question	  the	  disciples	  
asked.	  	  

“…who sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 

For those of you who haven’t caught it yet, I will explain.  
The man was born blind. The disciples actually asked Jesus, “Did this man sin to 
cause him to be born blind?” There is a chronological difficulty embedded in this 
suggested scenario. How can a baby sin before being born?  
However, the answer to this once again goes back to the strange beliefs in Judaism. 
There were two ways in which the Jews thought it possible for the baby in the womb 
to sin. One way is by the baby’s actual actions. The specific case they point to is how 
Esau and Jacob struggled in Rebecca’s womb. The Jews actually speculated there 
was some ungodly attitude going on in there. If it could happen with Jacob and Esau, 
it could happen with other children in the womb.  
The second scenario is the child in the womb vicariously partaking in the sinful 
actions of the expectant mother. Some ancient texts tell of a mother worshiping in a 
pagan temple during her pregnancy, thus causing the fetus to “participate” in the 
pagan rite.  

C. Then,	  why	  was	  the	  man	  born	  blind?	  
Jesus doesn’t actually answer that. His only response was that even when there is 
evil, or sin, or tragedy. God didn’t cause those things to happen so He could get the 
glory, but if we give God a chance, He can still get the glory.  
It is possible we spend entirely too much time trying to analyze.   

II. The	  Healing	  
A. Unorthodoxy	  is	  sometimes	  necessary	  

Tradition can be the means of preserving sacred things. However, sometimes 
tradition becomes a religion in and of itself. Jesus never profaned any sacred thing, 
but He had no problem breaking weak and meaningless traditions. But the Jewish 
religious leaders were hopeless traditionalists who kept tradition for tradition’s sake.  
On the flip side there are two groups of people who break tradition. First, there are 
those who despise any and all tradition with no regard for the intrinsic fundamental 
value that may be associated with the tradition. In simple terms, they are rebels. They 
see everything that is traditional as outdated, irrelevant, and offensive. Then the 
there are those who can discern good and valuable tradition from empty, 
meaningless and cumbersome tradition. These people appreciate and support the 
good tradition, but are not afraid to challenge the bad traditions and weed them out. 
This was Jesus. He did not come to destroy every tradition held by men. Some were 
good and valuable traditions. In the fifteenth chapter of Matthew, the Pharisees 
challenge Jesus over their traditions.  
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When they Pharisees saw that the disciples ate without the proper ceremonial 
washing of hands, they challenged Jesus:  
2 “Why do your disciples break the tradition of the elders? They don’t wash their hands 
before they eat!” 

3 Jesus replied, “And why do you break the command of God for the sake of your tradition? 
4 For God said, ‘Honor your father and mother’[a] and ‘Anyone who curses their father or 
mother is to be put to death.’[b] 5 But you say that if anyone declares that what might have 
been used to help their father or mother is ‘devoted to God,’ 6 they are not to ‘honor their 
father or mother’ with it. Thus you nullify the word of God for the sake of your tradition. 
7 You hypocrites! Isaiah was right when he prophesied about you: 

8 “‘These people honor me with their lips, but their hearts are far from me. 
9 They worship me in vain; their teachings are merely human rules.’” 

The fact that Jesus dared to challenge weak, shallow, and meaningless traditions 
fascinates us. In the healing of the blind man, Jesus does three things that He knows 
is going to gall the Jewish religious leaders.  

1. First,	  he	  performs	  the	  healing	  with	  mud.	  	  
Mud was popularly used by pagan religions in their healthcare, but not in Judaism. 
God didn’t prohibit the use of mud, but Jewish traditions and man made laws had 
trended away from mud and dirt and being unsanitary and religiously repulsive. The 
fact that Jesus used mud was shocking.  

2. Second,	  he	  made	  the	  mud	  from	  his	  own	  saliva.	  	  
Once again, the prim and proper Jews were repulsed by this. There were two other 
times Jesus used His saliva in the healing process: In Mark 7, Jesus spit and touched 
the man’s tongue and the man was able to talk. In Mark 8, Jesus spit on the blind 
man’s eyes, then laid his hands on him and the blind man was healed. These are the 
“spit miracles.” For those people who have come to believe everything they read in 
the Bible is normative and prescriptive, we hope and pray we don’t encounter them 
when we need prayer.  

3. Third,	  He	  purposely	  performs	  this	  miracle	  on	  the	  Sabbath.	  	  
He has already ruffled the traditionalists twice before by healing on the Sabbath, and 
here He does it again. Take particular notice of exactly what it was that upset the 
legalistic Jews. It was profaning the Sabbath by doing “work”.  
Let’s move down and pick up the 15th and 16th verses.  
15 Therefore the Pharisees also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my 
eyes,” the man replied, “and I washed, and now I see.” 

16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 
The work that Jesus did here that broke Sabbath laws was not healing the blind man. 
If Jesus would have merely spoken the words and the man was healed, there would 
not have been a case to be made for breaking the Sabbath rules. But the fact that 
Jesus stooped down and mixed the dough with his saliva was considered “kneading”, 
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like kneading dough. And the Jews had 39 classes of work they had defined as being 
forbidden on the Sabbath. Kneading was one of them. It didn’t matter if it was 
kneading dough, or kneading mud, kneading was work and work was prohibited on 
the Sabbath.  

4. Jesus	  was	  particularly	  fond	  of	  working	  on	  the	  Sabbath,	  knowing	  the	  
reaction	  he	  would	  get	  from	  the	  Jewish	  leaders.	  But	  He	  did	  it	  not	  just	  to	  goad	  
them,	  but	  to	  drive	  home	  for	  us	  a	  valuable	  point.	  Jesus	  has	  no	  use	  for	  dead	  
traditions	  and	  neither	  should	  we.	  	  

III. The	  Reaction	  
Those who knew the blind man now saw him completely healed and they were so 
perplexed by what they saw that they even debated as to whether this was the same 
man. I suppose their doubts came from their unwillingness or inability to believe in 
the possibility of miracles.  
Interestingly, it was the “neighbors” who brought the Pharisees into this issue. They 
took the man to the Pharisees to help settle the dispute over the issue of his healing. 
The neighbors were not so concerned about the issue of the Sabbath, but they had 
just witnessed an unexplainable miracle that they thought the religious leaders would 
be interested in, so they took the man to the Pharisees. That is when they began 
their inquisition and investigation into the matter.  
This also caused division and debate among the Pharisees.  
Some were immediately offended, but others were asking the hard questions.  
“How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” (vs 16) 

And here is how the group was divided. The critics were focused on the legal aspect 
in complete disregard to the miracle, the others were more focused on the miracle 
and less willing to condemn Jesus.  
Since this impromptu investigative committee was split on the issue, they took 
another approach. They asked the man his opinion.  
“What have you to say about him? It was your eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.”  (vs 17) 
They didn’t anticipate the kind of reply the man would give. He declared Jesus to be 
a prophet, but that was not the kind of answer they wanted and it was controversial 
enough to unite the two factions of the Pharisees. Neither group wanted Jesus to be 
a considered a prophet, on the level with Elijah and Elisha. So now they turn to the 
man’s parents to get their input. Of course the parent’s, fearing being banned from 
the synagogue, wimp out. They pointed back to their son and said, “He is an adult, let 
him speak for himself.” 
As it reads, we are led to deal only with the issue of these parents refusing to defend 
their son. That alone is unsettling for us and we expect something more from the 
parents than just to throw their son under the chariot.  
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However, there is something very subtle going on here, unapparent to the naked eye. 
Many of our most reputable and trustworthy scholars see some evidence of an 
anachronism in this part of the story. An anachronism is something not necessarily 
belonging to the time period that is inserted into the story. That is, in the time John 
wrote this, it may have been much more of an offense worthy of expulsion from the 
synagogue for confessing Jesus than it actually was at that time. That doesn’t mean 
the parents didn’t actually fear the authorities and hesitate to speak the truth, but it 
does mean John was using this conflict to drive home a message to his 
contemporary readers that unquestionably did know what it meant to risk expulsion 
for confessing Christ. Furthermore, the message resonates with us today. We are 
living in an age when we are realizing a heavier price being exacted for confessing 
Christ. Christian persecution in the United States is growing closer and more intense 
every day. But some of the most violent persecution of Christians ever in the history 
of the church is certainly happening today in other parts of the world. It is more than 
fear of expulsion from a synagogue. For many, confessing Christ means being 
severely tortured and violently executed for their faith. That was what awaited the 
Christians in John’s day and he was preparing his readers for the coming 
persecution. We are equally warned in our day and age of the high price of following 
Christ.  
But some of you know what it is like to not have the support of your family as you try 
to live for God.  
Since the Pharisees could not doubt that the man could see, they resorted to 
doubting he was ever blind.  
Failing to get any cooperation from his parents, the Pharisees return to round two of 
their interrogation of the healed man.  

IV. Young	  Faith	  
“Give glory to God by telling the truth,” they said. “We know this man is a sinner.” 

25 He replied, “Whether he is a sinner or not, I don’t know. One thing I do know. I was blind 
but now I see!” 

“Give glory to God” is a translation of a phrase used by the Jews to give solemn oath 
to tell the truth and make confession, implying that the person was previously lying 
and now must come clean.  
Here is the interesting thing. They Pharisees claim they KNOW Jesus is a sinner. 
What they want is a satisfactory explanation how this sinner managed to heal the 
blind man. The healed man is totally frustrated. He doesn’t know how. He told them 
repeatedly that Jesus put mud on his eyes and he was healed. He can’t answer all 
these other questions. So he resorts to the one thing he knows. “I was blind, but now 
I see.”  
People who are relatively new to the faith can be put through the mill by their 
doubting friends and family. The new convert may not be able to eloquently, skillfully 
answer all the hard questions people will throw at them. But one thing they do know. 
Jesus touched them and now they are changed. They can’t give a theological 
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explanation for how this happens, but they know it happened and nobody can take 
that away from them.  
That is why a personal encounter with Christ is so important. When you know what 
Christ has done in you, you don’t have to be a scholar and answer all the theological 
questions. Of course you should grow and learn and deepen your faith, but the very 
first thing you will have going for you is your persona experience with Christ.  

V. A	  Blindness	  That	  Cannot	  Be	  Healed	  
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 
believe in the Son of Man?” 

36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 

38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
This story once again highlights the bullying tactics of the Jewish religious leaders. 
The healed man became so frustrated with these spiritually blind Jews he lashed out 
at them for asking the same questions over and over. He knew one of the most 
hurtful insults he could level against them was say, “Why do you keep asking about 
how he healed me? Do you want to become his disciples too?” The sarcasm is 
almost lost in the busy argument, but it rich. The Jews not  only considered that a 
major insult, they hurled it back at him. “No. You are his disciple.  We are disciples of 
Moses!” The back and forth was so immature.  
Then the Jews dealt the lowest blow. “You are a sinner!” That would have been a 
serious judgment issued by them and it meant they would completely exclude this 
man from their community. He was a marked man, condemned by the religious elites.  
But notice how John positions the treatment of this man against the way Christ 
ministered to him.  
Then Jesus makes this closing statement:  
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 
who see will become blind.” 
The Jews suspect that Jesus has implicated the Jews in this statement and they 
challenge him, “Are you saying we are blind?” Yes. Blind by choice.  
If they were truly blind, (ignorant through no fault of your own), they would not be 
guilty.  
But when people choose their blindness, that is willful ignorance. That is choosing to 
ignore facts and cling to pet doctrines, traditions and theories.  
There is no hope for those who will refuse to see.  
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