
Perseverance, Stability, And Hope 

 1 

13 For when God made a promise to Abraham, since he had no one greater by whom to 
swear, he swore by himself, 14 saying, “Surely I will bless you and multiply you.” 15 And 
thus Abraham, having patiently waited, obtained the promise. 16 For people swear by 
something greater than themselves, and in all their disputes an oath is final for 
confirmation. 17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the 
promise the unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so 
that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have 
fled for refuge might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before 
us. 19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the 
inner place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our 
behalf, having become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

(Hebrews 6:13-20) 
At first glance it might seem a bit difficult to connect the thematic dots as the 
preacher seems to change subject matters every few verses. However, the 
preacher has not lost his way. He is still on point.  
The transition flows like this:  
*The faithfulness of Abraham. 
*God’s oath to Abraham because of his faithfulness.  
*God’s promises to us.  
*Our faithfulness and hope based on the surety of God’s promises and the 
eternal priesthood of Christ.  
Now, let’s look at three powerful lessons that arise out of this passage.  

I. Perseverance	
First, the preacher artfully captures the reader’s attention by invoking the 
example of father Abraham, a monumental hero in the Jewish faith. Abraham is 
set forth as a stellar example of perseverance in faith towards God. That is 
unquestionably the message these people needed to hear. Consider how 
Abraham’s faith was tested and how he, a heathen from a heathen family in a 
land of heathens, dared to step away from his godless biases and trust in a voice 
only he could hear. That was remarkable for a godless man to trust God to that 
extent. And for a while, everywhere God led him, he prospered and felt safe as 
God proved Himself to Abraham time and again, even delivering that child of 
promise against all earthly odds. Then came the famous incident at Moriah 
where God put Abraham’s faith to the ultimate test. God commanded Abraham to 
go to the mountain and offer his son as a burnt offering before Him. Our finest 
scholars have all speculated Isaac’s age at this time to be anywhere between 18 
and 33 years of age. He was not a child; he was by any count a young man.  
Imagine the tension and turmoil and conflict in Abraham’s heart as struggled 
between his love for his own son and his love for God. Yet, the writer of Hebrews 
informs us later in this book that Abraham was able to work his way through this 
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by coming to the conclusion that if he had to sacrifice his son, God was able to 
raise him back to life again.  
The application is compelling and challenging.  
Abraham powerfully exemplified what it truly means to love God more than you 
love anyone or anything else. And who among us can read that story and not 
hang our heads in shame, wondering if we could pass the test of loving God 
more than anyone or anything else? Who among us really trusts that God, whom 
we freely admit CAN raise the dead back to life, actually WOULD do that for us.  
This is the message these believers needed to hear. If the converted heathen 
Abraham could persevere in his faith, we can too. And we should; we must. We 
can’t jettison our faith just because we face a few difficulties in our lives. We must 
persevere!  
But perseverance is worthless if there is no payoff. We persevere in faith 
believing we are on the right track and there will be something of value we will 
achieve. The message is we have something dependable we can have faith in, 
which leads us to our next point.  

II. Stability	
17 So when God desired to show more convincingly to the heirs of the promise the 
unchangeable character of his purpose, he guaranteed it with an oath, 18 so that by two 
unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we who have fled for refuge 
might have strong encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.  

A. The	mystery	of	two	unchangeable	things	
The first thing we need to deal with is the question of the “two unchangeable 
things.” Those “two things” are not clearly explained in this passage. The 
preacher had something in his mind when he wrote that, but evidently assumed 
the reader would understand what he was alluding to. Unfortunately, it ended up 
being a very murky passage of scripture. It is by these two “immutable” or 
unchangeable things that “we who have fled for refuge might have strong 
encouragement to hold fast to the hope set before us.” That is a priceless benefit 
that comes to us courtesy of “two unchangeable things”. We understand the 
benefit, we just don’t understand the means of conveyance, or the terms of the 
guarantee.   
If we look back at chapter five where the preacher begins his discussion of Christ 
our superior priest, we see the partial quote from Psalm 110:4. The complete 
verse says,  
4The LORD has sworn and will not change his mind: "You are a priest forever, in the 
order of Melchizedek." (Psalm 110:4) 

That is where we get the theme of the unchangeable qualities of God. So when 
the preacher says it is by to unchangeable things that we have hope, it seems 
apparent he still has the eternal priesthood of Christ in mind. And the two 
components of this are 1.) Christ is our priest and 2.) forever after the order of 
Melchizedek. Those are fixed and eternal. And because Christ is our eternal 
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priest after the order of Melchizedek, those two things form the basis for the 
guarantee of our hope.  

B. The	theme	of	stability	clearly	established	
Stability is one of the most important qualities, values, or virtues one can 
possess. Think about how much we depend on stability. We build our home and 
having a stable foundation is vital. We pray for stability in the market for our 
investments. We long for stability in our relationships. We want a stable 
marriage. We want stability in our income and our career. We want stability in our 
emotions. I knew a man who for the first 30 years of his life lived with 
undiagnosed bipolar disorder. His life was out of control until he was correctly 
diagnosed and treated. I made the mistake of asking him why he had a peanut 
butter and jelly sandwich every day for 9:00 break (thinking, “this guy could really 
use some variety in his life”). He replied, “I am just so grateful to have some 
stability in my life.”  
The opposite of stability is chaos and volatility. If you are anything like me, I am 
deeply concerned about the instability of our world today. It feels like we are 
sitting atop Mount St. Helens and the earth is rumbling and the steam vents are 
active. But we should not be surprised. One of the major features of the end 
times is chaos and turmoil.  
But more specifically, people just want stability in their daily life. They are tired of 
the drama. They are tired of fighting. They are tired of all the disappointments 
and broken promises.  

C. Stability	based	on	God’s	integrity	
The important message of hope the preacher gives his readers is that God is the 
one dependable, unchanging rock of stability you can bank on in this crazy mixed 
up world. His oath is reliable. His word is gold. His track record is perfect. Just 
like he carried out his promise to Abraham, He will always do what He said he 
would do. Everything about God is stable, dependable, trustworthy. His oath is 
reliable. Plus, the eternal priesthood Christ is further testimony of the stability we 
find in him.  
He said He would never leave us nor forsake us. You can bank on that. 
He said He would go away and prepare a place for us. You can bank on that. 
He told us He is coming back. Bank on it! 
He told us He is going to intervene before humans completely wreck this entire 
world; He is going to set up His throne here on earth and tell all the rest of the 
kings and presidents and dictators and tyrants of the world, “You’re fired! I am 
taking over!” You can bank on that.  
He said He would destroy the Antichrist with the spirit of His mouth and the 
brightness of His coming. You can bank on that! 
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He said He would bind satan for a thousand years and at the end of that 
thousand years He would toss Him into the Lake of Fire and be done with him 
forever! Take that to the bank! 
He said He would wipe away the tears from every eye and there would be no 
more death and no more sorrow and no more crying and no more pain! If He said 
it, you can take it to the bank.  
Isn’t it priceless to be able to find solid ground in a world filled with shifting sands.  

III. Hope	
19 We have this as a sure and steadfast anchor of the soul, a hope that enters into the inner 
place behind the curtain, 20 where Jesus has gone as a forerunner on our behalf, having 
become a high priest forever after the order of Melchizedek. 

This theme of stability is further reinforced with the metaphor of an anchor. Our 
hope in God is an anchor for our soul. And the word “anchor” is further modified 
by powerful terms like “sure” and “steadfast”. The terms seem redundant, but that 
merely adds to the intensity of the message.  
Without hope we perish. We have hope and our hope is an anchor for us.  
In the United States, suicide is the tenth leading cause of death.  
123 Americans die every day by suicide. That is one every 12 minutes.  
There is one successful suicide for every 25 attempts.  
Depression affect 20-25% of our population. Statistics give different results, but 
somewhere between 45,000 and 100,000 suicides happen per year. If there but 
one successful suicide for every 25 attempts, that means there is somewhere 
between 1.2 million and 2.5 million people who attempt suicide every year in the 
U.S.  
These are shocking statistics about people who have lost hope. They need an 
anchor. They need something stable to cling to. They need hope in God who 
never disappoints and never changes, who never goes back on His Word.  
Perseverance! Stability! Hope! All in Jesus Christ! He is the answer people are 
looking for! 
 


