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Therefore, holy brothers and sisters, who share in the heavenly calling, fix your thoughts 
on Jesus, whom we acknowledge as our apostle and high priest. 2 He was faithful to the 
one who appointed him, just as Moses was faithful in all God’s house. 3 Jesus has been 
found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house has greater 
honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is the builder 
of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,”  
bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6 But Christ is faithful as 
the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our 
confidence and the hope in which we glory. (Hebrews 3:1-6) 

Give very careful consideration to. The same Greek word used by Luke when 
recording these words of Jesus: 
Why do you look at the speck of sawdust in your brother’s eye and pay no attention to 
the plank in your own eye?”  (Luke 6:41) 

The translation, “fix your thoughts” is very powerful. This is more information. 
This is pondering and exploring and milking it for all its worth.  

I. Fix	your	thoughts	on	how	Jesus	was	faithful.	
A. Faithful	to	the	appointment	
B. Faithful	to	the	one	who	appointed	him.		

If we contemplate this, we will consider what it took for Jesus to remain faithful. 
Look at what Jesus had to endure to complete the mission. He evidently had the 
ability to opt out at any time, but he didn’t. We endure our trials and difficulties 
because we have no other choice. Who among us would not stop the pain and 
suffering we endure if given the power and choice to do so? But Jesus had to 
power to stop those who mistreated him. He demonstrated his power and 
authority on different occasions. At one time, the angry mob was going to throw 
him off a cliff, but he miraculously escaped their grip and simply walked away 
from them. They didn’t have a clue how he escaped. Another time he spoke the 
words, “I am he” and by the power of his words, flattened an entire unit of 
arresting soldiers.  
Immediately after that incident, Peter drew his sword and made like he was going 
to take these men on. Jesus told him to put his sword back, he didn’t need his 
help.  
53 Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and he will at once put at my disposal more 
than twelve legions of angels? 54 But how then would the Scriptures be fulfilled that say it 
must happen in this way?” (Matthew 26:53-54) 
He could have rescued himself, but he didn’t. He could have conquered the 
entire Roman army, but he didn’t. He could have used his powers to prove to 
Pilate he was God incarnate, but he didn’t. He could have avoided the whipping 
post, but he didn’t. He could have walked away from Calvary, but he didn’t. Fix 
your mind on the choices he made to remain faithful to the task at hand.  
Then fix your mind on what it meant for him to be faithful to his father.  
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In his memoirs, Eric Metaxes tells the story of how he, as a young boy, had 
spoken rather rudely to his father. His uncle took Eric and his brother aside and 
gave them a long, powerful talking-to of why these boys should honor their father 
and never speak rudely to him. Eric described it as almost a sermon with a 
recurring refrain of “because he is your father.” This repetitious message -  
You should honor him because he is your father” – etched itself deeply into the 
mind of young Eric and it changed his entire attitude toward his father.  
Jesus set a perfect example of obedience and faithfulness for all of us.  

II. Fix	your	thoughts	on	Jesus	Being	Greater	Than	Moses	
Keep in mind this letter was written to the Hebrews – converted Jews. In 
Judaism, Moses was “the man”. Without a doubt the patriarchs were deeply 
revered, and Abraham was their fountainhead.  But Moses was the deliverer. He 
served as prophet, he dabbled a bit in the role of priest while training Aaron, and 
he was famously the one who led the children of Israel out of Egyptian bondage. 
Moses was an OT type of Christ, but inferior to Christ in every aspect. 
Nevertheless, before the Jews converted to Christianity, they held Moses in the 
highest esteem. Now he writer of Hebrews tells his wavering readers that if they 
can remain unswervingly devoted to Moses, they can certainly remain faithful to 
Christ who is far superior their OT hero. The preacher uses an example of a 
house to make his point. He starts out by saying Moses was “faithful as a servant 
in all God’s house.” Then, it is as though he says, “And, speaking of houses, here 
is a fitting illustration”. He then uses the “house” theme to show why Jesus is 
greater than Moses.  
3 Jesus has been found worthy of greater honor than Moses, just as the builder of a house 
has greater honor than the house itself. 4 For every house is built by someone, but God is 
the builder of everything. 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,”  
bearing witness to what would be spoken by God in the future. 6 But Christ is faithful as 
the Son over God’s house. And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our 
confidence and the hope in which we glory. 

It may seem a bit confusing at first glance what point the preacher is trying to 
make. So, it is necessary to understand how to interpret the details and the two 
different ways in which “house” is used in the same passage.   

A. Compare	these	two	statements.		
 5 “Moses was faithful as a servant in all God’s house,”  
6 But Christ is faithful as the Son over God’s house. 

First, notice “Moses was” compared to “Christ is”. The work of Moses is history. 
The work of Jesus is ongoing.  
Second, Moses was a servant. Christ is the Son. Who has the higher status in a 
house? The servant, or the Son? 
Third, Moses was a faithful servant “in” all God’s house. Jesus is faithful as the 
Son “over” God’s house. In this case the house is used as a metaphor God’s 
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kingdom. Moses served faithfully “in the house” taking care of whatever God 
appointed to him.  
Moses didn’t build the house. He was a servant in the house. The builder of the 
house has greater honor than the house itself. It would seem the preacher would 
say, “The builder of the house is greater than the servant of the house” (Moses). 
That is where it gets confusing. But he says the builder is greater than the 
structure. Then he says, God is the builder of everything.  
Then he says “we are his house”. Humans are his house. Moses was human. 
That makes him the thing created.  Jesus, as God, is the builder of the house.  In 
other words, the Creator is greater than the creation. Moses was great as a 
servant, but Jesus is the Creator of all. He is the Creator, Moses is merely a 
creature. You can’t just compare Moses and Jesus as prophet to prophet. You 
compare Jesus and Moses as the Creator is compared to the creature.  

B. Get	a	Grip	
And we are his house, if indeed we hold firmly to our confidence and the hope in which 
we glory. (Hebrews 3:6b) 
“If we hold firmly”. If we grip tightly and hold on. We have to cling to our 
confidence and hope. Both of those are found in Jesus. Remember, the preacher 
is preaching to fainting Christians. The logical message is going to be “Hold on!” 
“Don’t Quit.”  
Some translations use the word “courage” instead of “confidence” because the 
context of this verse very much alludes to personal courage. The message can 
be summarized, “Hold on! Don’t Fear!” We are His house if we remain 
courageous in difficult circumstances. If we don’t, we move out of the house. It is 
not a house for cowards.  
Our faith is being tested to day to a greater degree than any of us have ever 
experienced. All we have ever known is the relaxed freedom for people to make 
a choice about whether they wanted to be associated with Christianity or not. If 
they did, they did what Christians do: pray, go to church, strive to live holy lives, 
etc. If they didn’t, they slept in late on Sundays, then did whatever they wanted 
with the rest of the day.  
But those days of casually accepting or denying the faith are coming to a close. 
There are much greater consequences to holding to the faith today. It will cost 
you something. The faithful must be prepared to hold on with courage. The 
faithless will run and hide and emphatically deny Jesus like Peter did out of fear.  

III. Anatomy	of	a	backslider	(vss	7-19)	
In these verses, the preacher drives home several key points.  
First, he quotes from the OT passages that tell about the rebellion against Moses 
in the wilderness. He quotes this passage twice:  
“Today, if you hear his voice, do not harden your hearts as you did in the rebellion.” 
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The command is clear: “Do not harden your hearts.” That hardening of the hearts 
came through unbelief, doubt, and fear. The people doubted Moses and turned 
them into hardened rebels against God’s plan for them.  
He then directs them to do two things: 
12 Take care, brothers, lest there be in any of you an evil, unbelieving heart, leading you 
to fall away from the living God. 13 But exhort one another every day, as long as it is 
called “today,” that none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.  
First, “take care” or “beware” or “see to it” – concerning being on the alert for 
drifters in their midst. Those in the Christian community who began to waver and 
doubt sow seeds of rebellion against God and often lead others astray. Doubt 
and fear and unbelief are contagious. “Beware” lest there are any among you 
who are sowing doubt and fear. They are toxic! 
Second, encourage one another daily. Mutual encouragement is vital to curtailing 
doubt and fear and rebellion.  
“That none of you may be hardened by the deceitfulness of sin.”   
We need each other. We need to tell each other, “We are going to make it! God 
is still in control! You can do this! God is working things out in our favor!” Our 
conversations have to end on a note of encouragement. We can’t waste our time 
fretting and stewing and wringing our hands. We need a community that shares a 
word of encouragement with one another. When we come to church, we need to 
go home feeling more encouraged than when we came. We need to be reminded 
we have a hope and a future.  

IV. In	Summary	
You admire Moses, but are threatening to leave Jesus. Moses was a failure. His 
followers turned in rebellion against him. He got his people to the banks of the 
Jordan but could not close the deal. He didn’t get to cross Jordan into the 
Promised Land. Jesus is far superior to Moses. He won’t fail you. He will get you 
all the way home. Don’t be like the hard-hearted rebels against Moses. Follow 
Jesus and stay true to Him. Jesus is a faithful Son over all God’s house. You are 
God’s house. There is nothing to be gained leaving the house.  
Faithfulness is the key. Jesus is faithful. You must be faithful. Hold on! Don’t quit. 
Don’t despair. Don’t doubt and fear. Don’t sow seeds of discontent. Mark those 
among you who sow seeds of rebellion. Cultivate a culture of encouragement in 
our fellowship. Make it a focus every time we get together.  
 


