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10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call 
them brothers, 12 saying, 
“I will tell of your name to my brothers; in the midst of the congregation I will sing your praise.” 
13 And again, “I will put my trust in him.” And again, “Behold, I and the children God has given 
me.”  

I. The	Power	of	the	Cross	
A. The	Cross	is	Offensive	

The message of the cross was a scandalous thing in the first century. It was, what we 
would call today, politically incorrect. The fact of Christ’s resurrection was hotly contested 
from the very moment it happened. In fact, the enemies of Jesus anticipated the problem 
the message of the resurrection would cause and took preventative measures to ensure 
such a resurrection hoax could not be orchestrated to fuel his followers. They believed 
they had rid themselves of Jesus and now they had to beat down the remnant of his 
followers in order to completely put this Jesus movement behind them. They knew the 
movement would not go away as long as these people would cling to some resurrection 
theory, so the resurrection issue had to be killed.  
The massive stone was set in place and sealed, then guards were placed at the tomb 
around the clock to keep anyone from stealing the corpse then falsely claiming a 
resurrection. They did everything they could to prevent a fake resurrection, which did a 
great favor to Christianity. They did everything they could to prevent a fake resurrection, 
but there was nothing they could do to stop the real resurrection. After the guards 
witnessed the empty tomb and swore to their superiors that nobody had moved the stone 
and stole the body, then the chief priests and elders panicked and gave the soldiers bribe 
money to invent a story about the disciples stealing the body while they slept.  
That element of denial and skepticism took root in that culture and the general public 
aligned themselves on either side of the issue. The resurrection of Jesus became one of 
the most divisive issues of the first century in the Roman Empire. It was an issue 
everyone was aware of and everyone was either a pro-resurrectionist or an anti-
resurrectionist.  
Therefore, for this preacher to preach the message of the resurrection was to dare to 
identify with what the world would consider the “crazy conspiracists” of that day and age.  
We catch a whiff of that from Paul’s writings when he wrote  
23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to 
those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of 
God. (1 Cor 1:23-24) 

Quite clearly, the message of the cross was despised and derided by all except the 
believers. That put the believers in the unpopular minority in their culture. Yet, they were 
not supposed to downplay or sidestep the issue. They were to ambitiously and 
aggressively promote the very message the world mocked.  
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B. The	Cross	is	appropriate	
The wording here is a bit intriguing.  
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 
“It is fitting” means “It is appropriate”. It is appropriate in two ways.  
First, it is appropriate insomuch as the crucifixion of Christ for the sins of the world is 
perfectly appropriate with the nature and character of God and perfectly in line with His 
purpose, contrary to how the critics portray it. Famed Atheist Christopher Hitchens 
travelled the world bitterly condemning Christianity in every aspect. He belittled Jesus as 
being nothing more than a deluded Jewish peasant, and he mocked the idea of any God 
who would murder his own son. But what God did is not shameful, but it is appropriate. It 
is does not condemn God as an evil tyrant, but as a loving God. The crucifixion was not a 
failure and an interruption in God’s plan, but a fulfillment of his purpose and plan. It was 
fitting. It was appropriate.  
Second, it is entirely fitting, appropriate, and relevant for the most pressing needs of the 
world. The world may not like it or appreciate it, but it is just what the doctor ordered. It is 
not a message that we should be embarrassed to share. It is the message the world 
needs to hear, even though the world by and large rejects it. The fact is, even if the 
majority reject it, there are a few out there in whom the seed of the gospel takes root and 
those are the people we are after.  

C. No	Shame!	
The world today mocks Christianity. I know they mock our references to Jesus. They 
mock the very idea we believed he even existed. They mock the account of his virgin 
birth and the fact of his deity. They mock the account of his crucifixion. Madonna 
famously put on a show in which she performed her own mock-crucifixion on stage, 
lampooning Christ’s crucifixion.  
The world mocks our message of salvation. The world mocks the message of His Second 
Coming. Sin-crazed protestors recently held up signs boasting when Jesus comes back 
they will crucify Him again.  
These attacks on Christianity are designed to intimidate the believers and, ultimately, to 
stop the spread of the gospel. “If the believers will just quit believing. If the believers will 
just cower in fear.” As far as the powers of evil are concerned, the message must be 
stopped.  
It is the duty of every born again believer to proclaim the gospel of the Kingdom. We 
cannot shirk our duty. We cannot shrink from out duty. We cannot allow anyone or any 
power to intimidate us from our mission. We cannot cower in fear. We cannot be 
intimidated by Hell. And we certainly cannot allow ourselves to be shamed into silence. 
And here is why - our champion set the example. 
10 For it was fitting that he, for whom and by whom all things exist, in bringing many sons to 
glory, should make the founder of their salvation perfect through suffering. 11 For he who 
sanctifies and those who are sanctified all have one source. That is why he is not ashamed to call 
them brothers… 
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First, look at the word “founder” (ESV). The KJV says, “author”. The NIV says, “pioneer”. 
The NKJV says “captain”. All of these acknowledge our salvation originates from Jesus. 
The word (archegon) is alternately translated “trailblazer” or “guide”. But the same word 
was used in Greek literature to describe Hercules as the “champion”. It is possible the 
preacher made a play on the word to refer to Jesus not only as the author of our salvation 
but also as the true Champion of all champions.  
And look what our “champion” did for us. We all trace our sanctification back to a 
common source – Jesus. And Jesus, the preacher reminds us, is not ashamed to call us 
“family.”  
If Jesus is not ashamed of us, we cannot be ashamed of Him.  
Once again we quote from Paul,  
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, because it is the power of God that brings salvation to 
everyone who believes: first to the Jew, then to the Gentile.  (Romans 1:16) 
I do not believe we have ever seen a time here in America when the potential was so 
great for muzzling and corralling the church. I believe this message I am preaching today 
to be timely and relevant. Are you ready to unashamedly proclaim the truth of the gospel 
regardless of the mandates and restrictions that may be placed upon you? Are you 
prepared to declare the gospel if it is ruled to be intolerant hate speech? Are you willing 
to bear the shame and reproach of the cross? We are moving out of the era of easy 
Christianity in America today. From this day forward, your commitment to Jesus will 
increasingly cost you something more than you have ever had to pay. Are you ready?  

II. The	Power	of	the	Incarnation	
14 Since therefore the children share in flesh and blood, he himself likewise partook of the same 
things, that through death he might destroy the one who has the power of death, that is, the 
devil, 15 and deliver all those who through fear of death were subject to lifelong slavery. 16 For 
surely it is not angels that he helps, but he helps the offspring of Abraham. 17 Therefore he had to 
be made like his brothers in every respect, so that he might become a merciful and faithful high 
priest in the service of God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people. 18 For because he 
himself has suffered when tempted, he is able to help those who are being tempted. (Hebrews 
2:10-14 ESV) 

A. To	destroy	Death	
B. To	liberate	those	who	were	enslaved	by	their	fear	of	death.		

(Discussion suggestion – Why do people fear death?) (Robert Neale: The Art of Dying) 

C. To	qualify	as	the	most	effective	high	priest.	
As an especially qualified high priest he can do what no other high priest has ever been 
able to do.  

1. To	connect	with	us	
“It is not angels that he helps, but the offspring of Abraham.”  

Through his incarnation – through the process of stepping down from his Heavenly 
position to take upon himself he form of a servant – he proved his willingness to connect 
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with us, to identify with us. He walked among us. He ate our food. He slept on crude 
beds. He endured the stifling heat of summer and the brutal temperatures of winter. He 
allowed himself to be mocked and ridiculed and despised by the elite. He touched the 
unclean and mingled with the outcasts. He befriended friendless and spent time with the 
underprivileged. He connected with us. He sneezed when his body reacted to pollen or 
dust. He awoke with a crick in his neck when he slept the wrong way. He stubbed his toe 
or got a splinter just like us. He was cut and bruised from time to time. He fell as a child 
and scraped his knee and cried on his mother’s lap. If the food was tainted, he got 
stomach pains. He got sunburned and wind-chapped and stabbed by thorns and stung by 
insects. If you think the earthly Christ did not suffer just like us, you are guilty of 
Neoapollinarianism – embracing his deity but denying his full humanity. He didn’t endure 
all the same hardships we endure so he could minister to the angels. He did this for us, 
we who were created a lower than the angels.  

2. Tangibly	prove	how	he	could	sympathize	with	us.	
We find it particularly comforting to go to our high priest who understands our struggles 
and identifies with us by first hand knowledge.  That would not have been the case in 
historic Judaism in which the priest who ministered in behalf of the people was set apart 
from them, fulfilling the theoretical role of a holy, sanctified person disconnected from the 
common people.  
But in stark contrast to that, Jesus became like the common person and then became our 
high priest. The preacher further develops this thought in the fourth chapter where he 
says,  
15 For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our weaknesses, but we have 
one who has been tempted in every way, just as we are-yet he did not sin. (4:15) 
Like the preacher, I will withhold further comments on this until we get to the fourth 
chapter.  

3. To	make	propitiation	for	our	sins	
4. To	help	us	in	our	times	of	temptation	

Don’t make the mistake of thinking the word “temptation” is limited to sinful allurement. It 
covers all the trials and difficulties we encounter as humans. The point being made is that 
there is not any kind of struggle or difficulty we can go through that we can say to Jesus, 
“But you don’t understand because you have never been through what I am going 
through.” He knows. He understands. He sympathizes. He can help, no matter what you 
are going through.  


