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5 For it was not to angels that God subjected the world to come, of which we are 
speaking. 6 It has been testified somewhere, 
“What is man, that you are mindful of him, or the son of man, that you care for him? 
7 You made him for a little while lower than the angels; you have crowned him with 
glory and honor, 8 putting everything in subjection under his feet.” 

Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At 
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a 
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone. (Hebrews 2:5-9 ESV) 

I. Is	God	In	Charge	or	Not?	
A. He	stepped	Down	

Thus far the preacher has made a powerful case for the superiority of Christ over 
angels. And building on that thought, he takes a little detour. First, He continues 
on the theme of he superiority of Christ with regard to His complete power and 
authority over the entire world.  
5 It is not to angels that he has subjected the world to come, about which we are 
speaking.  
But then the preacher takes us through the incarnation, which includes the fact 
Christ was temporarily made lower than the angels. The higher voluntarily took a 
lower position.  
The implication of the word “little” is tricky. The way this reads in our translation, it 
seems to refer to the degree to which Christ was made lower than the angels. 
But the word “little” can be used as a measure of degree or a duration of time. It 
is indeed likely the psalmist, not knowing his words would be applicable to the 
incarnation of the Son of God, referred to all humans being made a little lower in 
hierarchy than angels. However, when the preacher cites this verse as applying 
to Jesus, it is likely he was more interested in the temporary span of time Christ 
was lower than the angels, rather than to what degree he accepted a lower 
position.  
“He was made”, as refers to humans, means we were created as a slightly lower 
order of creation compared to angels.  
But as it refers to Christ, “he was made” refers not to creation, but to how Christ 
was obedient to the plan to come live as a human and, as a man, exist as one 
lower than the angels for a short period of time.   

B. The	Subjection	of	the	world	to	Christ	
The main point of this passage is not the incarnation, but the exaltation and 
glorification of Christ to the point that the whole world is made subject to Him, 
which emphasizes the preachers theme of the greatness of Christ.  
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But the passage quoted here spawns a question from deep thinkers. The 
preacher quotes Psalm 110:1 in chapter one. 
To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies 
a footstool for your feet. (Hebrews 1:13) 

And here the preacher quotes Psalm 8 
7 You made them a little lower than the angels; you crowned them with glory and honor 
8 and put everything under their feet.” 
Both refer to the world being made subject to Christ. The first one is futuristic. 
The second one places that subjugation as an already accomplished deal. The 
critical thinker says, “Ok. Which is it? Already, or yet future?” 
The preacher anticipates that question and answers it. The answer is “both”. 
In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at 
present we do not see everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made 
lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor … 

It is already an established fact, but we don’t clearly see it. We don’t have the full 
impact of it yet.  
This is important to understand because it helps answer a tough question for us. 
Why is it God is over all, and this whole world has been made subject to Jesus, 
yet this world seems to be spiraling out of control? How can it be this world has 
already been put in subjugation to Jesus, but we, as children of God, get bullied 
and persecuted and have to suffer at the hands of those who are subjugated to 
our Lord? Even these early Christians to whom the preacher is writing must have 
grappled with the same question. As they would endure strong persecution for 
their faith, they would have to wonder how these enemies of the cross were 
allowed to persecute the believers if everything had already been put under his 
feet. This is the kind of perplexity that sometimes drives people away from the 
faith. I am aware of people who have walked away from the faith because they 
could not reconcile an all-powerful God who allowed bad things to happen in this 
world. They reason that if God was all-powerful and in complete control, yet 
allowed bad things to happen, then He must not be a very loving and caring God. 
If that is the case, they want nothing to do with Him. Or, if that is not the case, 
then He must be a God that cares very much, but is powerless to help us. In 
which case, we are serving a weak and powerless God. So why serve Him. Why 
pray? Why trust Him?  
We have to come to grips with the fact all things indeed have already been put in 
subjugation to God, yet the forces of darkness still are able to harass us, and 
God allows that. We have to learn to trust God that although He allows suffering 
and persecution He is still a loving and caring God and He will still get the last 
word. Under these circumstances, every trial we endure is a test of the strength 
of our faith and commitment to God. Anyone can love and serve a God who 
coddles them and shelters them and keeps them comfortable and cozy and well-
fed and never allows them any pain or suffering. But that is not a test of faith and 
commitment. We are never fully developed into everything we can be and 
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everything God wants us to be without meeting our struggles and difficulties and 
challenges head on and learning to prevail. Two of my sons seemed to be willing 
and able to handle their own conflicts most of the time. One of my sons was less 
assertive and really wanted me to use my power and influence as an adult to 
come to his defense. I remember when he felt a teacher was treating him 
unfairly, and he wanted me to confront the teacher. I told him I could, but I 
wanted him to learn to confront those issues himself because I would not always 
be there for him for the rest of his life. He thought I didn’t care. I cared deeply. I 
wanted him to develop, not just depend on my to fight his battles.  
That is what God does. He could miraculously come to our rescue every time we 
had a trial, or a conflict. But he wants us to grow and develop coping and 
negotiating skills. He wants us learn nothing of any value comes easily.  

II. The	Pathway	to	Glory	and	Honor	
Now in putting everything in subjection to him, he left nothing outside his control. At 
present, we do not yet see everything in subjection to him. 9 But we see him who for a 
little while was made lower than the angels, namely Jesus, crowned with glory and 
honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the grace of God he might taste 
death for everyone.  (ESV) 

A. Who	is	“him”?	
This is a good translation. However, the NIV has an unusual rendering in this 
passage. Based on NIV’s translation of Psalm 8 where they imply “man” stands 
for all mankind, they continue to translate the rest of the passage using the 
plurals “them” instead of “him”. 
In putting everything under them, God left nothing that is not subject to them. Yet at 
present we do not see everything subject to them. 9 But we do see Jesus, who was made 
lower than the angels for a little while, now crowned with glory and honor because he 
suffered death, so that by the grace of God he might taste death for everyone. (NIV) 

They can get away with that in Psalm 8 where the context is about God caring for 
all humans, but when the application of the Psalm is made in reference to Jesus 
specifically, they plural “them” wrecks the passage. God has not put everything 
under the feet of all humanity. He put everything under the feet of Christ. So, 
mark this as one of the clumsier failures in the NIV.  

B. “We	see	Jesus”	
9 But we see him who for a little while was made lower than the angels, namely 
Jesus, crowned with glory and honor because of the suffering of death, so that by the 
grace of God he might taste death for everyone. 
The author likes to use Jesus as the exemplary pattern for us. He is our 
inspiration. He is our model. He is our hero. He uses similar language later in the 
letter when he says  
“Let us run with patience the race that is set before us, looking unto Jesus, the author and 
finisher of our faith.” (Hebrews 12:1) 
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Here, the preachers suggest we see Jesus as the one who came down from 
Heaven and walked among us in the flesh.  
We see Jesus as the one who has all things put under His feet.  
We see Jesus as the one who is crowned with glory and honor. 
We see Jesus who was crowned with glory because he suffered death for all of 
us.  
Notice, it was through the pathway of death and suffering that he came to be 
crowned with glory and honor.  
The old saying is “There is not a crown without a cross.” And Jesus is our perfect 
example to show us the pathway to honor is through our trials and difficulties.  
We see Jesus as the ultimate inspiration for all of us.  

C. Who	is	your	hero?		
Multi-billionaire Warren Buffet said, “You are lucky in life if you have the 
right heroes.  I advise all of you, to the extent you can, to pick out a few 
heroes.” 
It has become common during job interviews to ask the applicant, “Who is your 
hero and why.” The answer to that tells a lot about a person.  
Kids have often been given a class assignment to write about their hero. I have 
read of cases in which the child chose to write about Jesus, and the teacher 
made them rewrite the paper.  
People have heroes from sports, from Hollywood, from the music industry, from 
high tech industry, from the fashion industry, from American history, from world 
history, and it seems all heroes are acceptable in this world except Jesus. But we 
look to Jesus. He is incomparable.  
 


