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5 For to which of the angels did God ever say, “You are my Son; 
today I have become your Father”? Or again, “I will be his Father, 
and he will be my Son”? 6 And again, when God brings his firstborn into the world, he says, 
“Let all God’s angels worship him.” 7 In speaking of the angels he says, “He makes his angels 
spirits, and his servants flames of fire.” 

8 But about the Son he says, “Your throne, O God, will last for ever and ever; 
a scepter of justice will be the scepter of your kingdom. 
9 You have loved righteousness and hated wickedness; therefore God, your God, has set you 
above your companions by anointing you with the oil of joy.” 

10 He also says, “In the beginning, Lord, you laid the foundations of the earth, 
and the heavens are the work of your hands. 11 They will perish, but you remain; they will all 
wear out like a garment. 12 You will roll them up like a robe; like a garment they will be 
changed. But you remain the same, and your years will never end.” 

13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand until I make your enemies a 
footstool for your feet”? 14 Are not all angels ministering spirits sent to serve those who will 
inherit salvation? (Hebrews 1:5-24) 

I. The	Superiority	of	Jesus	
Last week in our introduction to the book of Hebrews, we heard the preacher’s 
opening statement to his sermon. Therein, he gave us a brief glimpse into the theme 
of his sermon. The authors repeated references to God, Jesus, God’s word, and the 
Christian community all serve as the scaffolding for this sermon. God speaks to us! 
And in the rest of the book, we find out what the author suggests God is saying to us. 
Before we get further into the message, we have to clean up the last part of chapter 
one where the author demonstrates the various ways in which Jesus is superior to 
the angels.  
Hebrews 1:5-14 
In establishing the superiority of Jesus, the author gives four arguments, all 
supported by OT scripture.  

A. First,	the	Son	has	a	unique	relationship	to	the	Father	
B. Second,	the	Son	is	far	superior	to	the	angels.	
C. Third,	the	eternal	quality	of	the	Son	

He is eternal. He was there “in the beginning” and he was responsible for laying the 
foundations of the earth and the architecture of the Heavens.  
His throne is eternal. Unlike Israel’s long list of kings (fifty kings over a period of 1000 
years), Christ assumed the throne will not abdicate the throne to anyone else. He is 
the last one will reign for evermore.  

D. Fourth,	the	argument	of	the	Son’s	eternal	position.	
At the right hand of the Father, as contrasted with the angels, none of whom have 
ever been invited to sit at the right hand of the Father. The stark difference between 
royalty and servants is depicted here. The King sits on the Throne. The servants are 
sent by the King to carry out His orders.  
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When reading this passage, it is very apparent the author is making a convincing 
case of the superiority of Christ over angels. The word “angels” is used seven times 
in these 15 verses and almost every verse is in reference to angels.  
So why is the author putting such a heavy emphasis on angelology? It is possible his 
readers had an inordinate infatuation for angels while at the same time allowing their 
respect for and devotion to Jesus to wane. Therefore, the author merely uses that to 
make the argument, “if you give that much honor and respect to angels, let me show 
you how Jesus deserves even more devotion and respect”. 
We can benefit from this passage today. Regardless of what you might think of 
angels, the fact remains that our culture today seems to have their own infatuation 
with angels. One minister told of being in a secular bookstore and, out curiosity just 
investigating how may books they had on angels. He found eighty-five different 
works, all focused on angels. Billy Graham wrote a very popular book entitled 
“Angels”. I read it. I could not understand why it was a bestseller, other than the fact 
people are preoccupied with angels and want to read anything they can about 
angels.  
Two popular television shows in the late 1990’s were Highway to Heaven and 
Touched By An Angel, both featuring angelic beings sent to earth by God to solve 
various problems among earthlings. There was nothing Biblical about either show, 
but there were evidently enough people interested in the concept to make both of 
them somewhat successful. Several classic Hollywood movies have plots built on the 
same premise, perhaps most notably, “It’s A Wonderful Life.”  
Perhaps the most absurd evidence of human preoccupation with angels within the 
church excitement in recent years over people allegedly discovering angel feathers 
making appearances during heightened episodes of worship. We still see occasional 
videos on social media of people in various scenarios (riding in a car, taking a walk, 
eating in a café, etc.) and finding a random feather, then excitedly concluding they 
had mysteriously been visited by an angel.  
The important message is this: Let’s keep our eyes fixed on Jesus! 
Before we leave this chapter, there is one more thought.  
In verse 13, there is an important truth we should not pass over.  
13 To which of the angels did God ever say, “Sit at my right hand 
    until I make your enemies a footstool for your feet” 
Of course the main point of this verse is that God never promised any angel at any 
time that they soon would be places in a position of total victory over their enemies, 
but God did make that promise to His Son. But it is the side point I am interested in. It 
is an accepted and established fact that Jesus has enemies. Why does Jesus have 
enemies? What did He do to make anyone hate Him? He left His position in Heaven, 
took upon Himself a lowly form of a servant, walked among us for a little over three 
decades, endured all the hardships of common man, healed the sick, raised the 
dead, loved the unlovely and embraced the outcast, died a criminal’s death without 
having committed any crime, and through indescribable pain and suffering bore the 
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sins of the world to purchase our salvation. Why does He have enemies? Why do 
people hate Him today?  
There are many reasons people hate Jesus, but here are three. First, they hate Him 
because at some point in their life they felt He failed them. When they think of God, 
they think of someone who is all-powerful. And when they think of someone who is 
all-powerful, they expect such a person to wipe out all injustices in this world. The 
gnawing question is, “Why does God let people suffer?” Unable to find a satisfactory 
answer to that question, people either hate God for being a cruel uncaring God, or 
they completely quit believing in Him.  
The second common reason people hate Jesus is because He represents purity and 
holiness and perfection. He clearly delineates good from evil. He expects people to 
live above their carnal cravings, and He represents judgment against all wickedness. 
Therefore, people hate Him because they are condemned by His perfection and His 
high standard for goodness and godliness.  
Jesus knew he would be a controversial figure. He admitted he would split families. 
34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn  “‘a man against his father, 
a daughter against her mother, a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
36 a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 
As curious as it is that God incarnate would simultaneously draw multitudes to 
Himself, and offend so many, we have to remember that those who hate Christ also 
hate those who love Him.  

II. The	Call	to	Personal	Commitment	and	Responsibility	
We must pay the most careful attention, therefore, to what we have heard, so that we do not 
drift away. 2 For since the message spoken through angels was binding, and every violation 
and disobedience received its just punishment, 3 how shall we escape if we ignore so great a 
salvation? This salvation, which was first announced by the Lord, was confirmed to us by 
those who heard him. 4 God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, and by 
gifts of the Holy Spirit distributed according to his will. (Hebrews 2:1-4) 

“Therefore” connects this passage to the previous chapter, and specifically verses 5-
14. That is why I reviewed the passage on the superiority of Christ – to give us a 
bridge from that passage to this one. “Therefore”, in view of the fact Jesus is far 
superior to angels in every way, then it follows logically that if in ages past the 
message spoken by inferior angels was binding, how much more binding are the 
parameters surrounding the salvation plan? The parameters. That is what we need to 
talk about. The most fundamental and primary condition of salvation is that it comes 
only through Jesus Christ. When Peter and John were hauled before the Sanhedrin 
to defend the healing of the lame man, the counsel demanded to know by whose 
authority they dared to operate. Now that is a strange line of questioning, considering 
the fact that the actual physical healing of the man should have stood on its own 
merit. However, the Sanhedrin seemed more interested in indicting the men for not 
having been granted the authority to go about the town healing people. But Peter’s 
response was two-fold: 
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First, it was by the power and authority of Jesus (whom, incidentally, you crucified) 
that this man was healed. 
Second, furthermore, salvation is not found in any other name under Heaven.  
The one who rejects Jesus rejects the only means of salvation. If the message given 
by inferior angels was binding, and the disobedient were judged, then so much more 
the message of salvation that Jesus proclaimed is binding, and the disobedient, the 
skeptics, the deniers, and the rebellious will not be given a pass. 
The word was first announced by Jesus.  
16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 
the synagogue, as was his custom. He stood up to read, 17 and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah 
was handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 
18 “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has anointed me to proclaim good news to the 
poor. He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, 
to set the oppressed free, 19 to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” (Luke 4) 

But neither this preacher nor his readers heard that message directly from Jesus. 
They heard it second or third hand. But if they didn’t directly hear Jesus, how can 
they be sure to trust the others who would bring that message to the world? After all, 
Jesus was limited as a human as to how many places he could be at once and how 
long he would live and how many people he would speak to personally. Beyond, that 
we have to take the word of witnesses. How can we trust them? God gave confirming 
and supportive witnesses – signs, miracles, wonders, and gifts of the Holy Spirit.  
“God also testified to it by signs, wonders and various miracles, etc.” 
The word “testified” is a legal term that pictures God as entering a courtroom with his 
evidence and giving testimony in behalf of those who preached the good news that 
their message was valid.  

III. Are	You	Drifting?	
The preacher addresses the problem of drift. He warns drifters that God is indeed 
willing to punish those who are willfully disobedient. He reminds them that Christ 
brought the genuine message of salvation and proclaimed, “No one comes to the 
Father except through me.” He clearly implies that for them to walk away from Christ 
is to walk away from any hope of salvation.  
The preacher adjures them to take personal responsibility for the path they choose.  
Are you drifting? How is your commitment to Christ? Are you stable? Are you growing 
lukewarm? Is your relationship with God being displaced by all the competing 
responsibilities and interests? Are you banking on saving grace to cover up your 
compromises? If salvation cannot be found in any other name, or any other 
discipline, or any other accomplishment; and if finding eternal rest in God at the end 
of this earthly journey is important to you, then it makes sense to check your life and 
see if you are drifting.  


