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 For this Melchizedek, king of Salem, priest of the Most High God, met Abraham returning from 
the slaughter of the kings and blessed him, 2 and to him Abraham apportioned a tenth part of 
everything. He is first, by translation of his name, king of righteousness, and then he is also king of 
Salem, that is, king of peace. 3 He is without father or mother or genealogy, having neither 
beginning of days nor end of life, but resembling the Son of God he continues a priest forever. 
4 See how great this man was to whom Abraham the patriarch gave a tenth of the spoils! 5 And those 
descendants of Levi who receive the priestly office have a commandment in the law to take tithes 
from the people, that is, from their brothers, though these also are descended from Abraham. 6 But 
this man who does not have his descent from them received tithes from Abraham and blessed him 
who had the promises. 7 It is beyond dispute that the inferior is blessed by the superior. 8 In the one 
case tithes are received by mortal men, but in the other case, by one of whom it is testified that he 
lives. 9 One might even say that Levi himself, who receives tithes, paid tithes through 
Abraham, 10 for he was still in the loins of his ancestor when Melchizedek met him. (Hebrews 7:1-
10) 

I. The	Mystery	of	Melchizedek	
A. The	king	of	righteousness;	the	king	of	peace.		

The name “Melchizedek” means  
He was king of Salem. The Hebrew word “salom” from which we get “Salem” means 
peace. His name means “righteousness”, his domain means “peace”. These are very 
convenient attributes to connect to Jesus.  
The preacher is using a technique we call typological interpretation. Typology recognizes 
people, events, activities, etc. in the Old Testament as being foreshadows of New 
Testament realities. For example, the unblemished sacrificial lamb is a typological 
foreshadow of Jesus as the sacrificial Lamb of God. The anointing oil is a typological 
foreshadow of the anointing by the Holy Spirit. Adam was the first Christ. Jesus used Elijah 
as a type of foreshadow of himself. The lifting of the brazen serpent in the wilderness was 
a legitimate typological foreshadow of the lifting up of Jesus for the salvation of all. The 
Jewish feasts were clear typological foreshadows – Passover; Pentecost;  
Typology gets abused. For example, the scarlet cord Rahab hung out the window to spare 
her from the attacking Hebrew army is not a legitimate typological reference to the blood of 
Jesus. The five stones David picked up don’t foreshadow the five loaves of bread Jesus 
used to feed the multitude. The stream from which he took the stones don’t represent the 
Holy Spirit. In the New Testament, the oil in the lamps of the Ten Virgins do not represent 
the Holy Spirit. The “virgins” do not represent Christians. Extremists try to see significance 
in every detail of the tabernacle, including the cords and tent pegs, and the various colors 
used in the threads of the tabernacle. Please, avoid such unfettered, unfounded 
typological sensationalism.  
Yet the preacher seems to push the boundaries of typological interpretation. He gets away 
with it because we believe his writings were inspired by God. I can’t get away with doing 
something like that because nobody every accuse me of writing divinely inspired words 
that carried Biblical authority.  

B. His	superior	status	
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Deemed to be superior because Abraham “tithed” to him. (The lesser tithes to the greater).  
The case for the superiority of Jesus over any Levitical priest is presented in verses 11-26, 
which we will deal with later in greater detail.  

C. His	eternality	
Melchizedek has been the subject of much mysterious speculation by amateur theologians 
who try to make more of this narrative than was intended. Melchizedek was not literally 
“without father or mother”. His genealogy is merely unknown, making him a fitting example 
of one who is eternal.  

D. The	Tithe	Issue	
Each of the twelve tribes of Israel was promised a split of the inheritance, but the tribe of 
Levi had a special arrangement. Because they would serve as priests, they would be 
supported by the tithe of the other eleven tribes. That tithe would be their inheritance. The 
Levites felt a certain sense of honor being the recipients of the tithe. In fact, that sense of 
honor may have eventually bordered on a sense of superiority. Perhaps it is that sense of 
superiority that the preacher takes advantage of and uses that same logic to demonstrate 
the superiority of Melchizedek. If in tithing the recipient is greater than the giver, then 
Melchizedek has to be greater that the Levites.  
The preacher demonstrates that the Levites were essentially in subjection to Melchizedek 
by virtue of the fact that their father Abraham paid tithe to Melchizedek while the Levites 
were still in the body of their beloved ancestor. By that reckoning, the Levites tithed to 
Melchizedek, and the Melchizedekan priesthood is superior to the Levitical priesthood.  

II. The	Superiority	of	Christ	
A. New	Rules;	New	Priest	

11 Now if perfection had been attainable through the Levitical priesthood (for under it the people 
received the law), what further need would there have been for another priest to arise after the order 
of Melchizedek, rather than one named after the order of Aaron?  
The old law required the priest to be from the tribe of Levi. Let’s trace this back a few 
generations. Levi had three sons: Gershon, Kohath, and Merari. Moses made these 
appointments to the descendants of Levi.  
The descendants of Gershon that were put in charge of moving the tabernacle covers, 
curtains, screens, and cords with ox carts.  
The descendant of Merari were charged with moving the tabernacle poles, boards, 
sockets, pillars, and bars individually by hand.  
The descendants of Kohath were assigned the duties of moving the Ark and the holy 
furniture with poles. All three lines contributed to the priesthood, but only the line of Kohath 
through Aaron were allowed to perform the most sacred priestly duties, such as moving 
the ark and making sacrifices.  
As Israel settled, there was a priest over every city. King David reorganized the priesthood 
during his reign and that system remained intact until the incarnation of Jesus, at which 
time high priests were actually appointed for the Jews by the Roman government. The 
priesthood had drifted far from its founding. The history of the Jewish priesthood is filled 
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with accounts of shocking corruption, culminating in Caiaphas, the priest by Roman 
appointment who was famous for accusing Jesus of blasphemy, and who would become a 
forceful persecutor of Christians. It was also the other high priests that shouted, “Crucify 
him! Crucify him!” when Pilate asked what he should do with Jesus.  
No wonder the writer of Hebrews ties the priesthood of Jesus to Melchizedek. He was not 
descended from Levi and had no connection to the centuries of chaos and corruption that 
marked the Levitical priesthood.  
Jesus did not come from the tribe of Levi. He came from Judah. How could an outsider 
from Judah supercede and surpass the legally qualified Levites?  
12 For when there is a change in the priesthood, there is necessarily a change in the law as 
well. 13 For the one of whom these things are spoken belonged to another tribe, from which no one 
has ever served at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord was descended from Judah, and in 
connection with that tribe Moses said nothing about priests. 
The preacher anticipates being challenged based on the ancient tradition of Levites of 
through the branch of Aaron are the only ones qualified to serve as high priests.  
, not on the basis of a legal requirement concerning bodily descent, but by the power of an 
indestructible life. (7:16) 
The only reason there were so many priests in the Old Testament is because they kept 
dying and had to be replaced. Jesus conquered death and has not forfeited his office. 

B. Superior	in	effectiveness	
18 For on the one hand, a former commandment is set aside because of its weakness and 
uselessness 19 (for the law made nothing perfect); but on the other hand, a better hope is introduced, 
through which we draw near to God. (7:19b) 

The old system was deeply flawed and incapable of making “perfect”. The word means 
implies reaching a desired goal or result. The desired goal was to close the gap between 
humans and God. The old system did not accomplish that.  
This priest gives us direct access to God. The old priesthood stood between humans and 
God.  

C. 	Superior	in	endorsement	
20 And it was not without an oath. For those who formerly became priests were made such without 
an oath, 21 but this one was made a priest with an oath by the one who said to him: “The Lord has 
sworn and will not change his mind, “You are a priest forever.’” 
22 This makes Jesus the guarantor of a better covenant. 

D. Superior	in	permanence	
23 The former priests were many in number, because they were prevented by death from continuing 
in office, 24 but he holds his priesthood permanently, because he 
continues forever. 25 Consequently, he is able to save to the uttermost those who draw near to 
God through him, since he always lives to make intercession for them. 

E. Superior	in	personal	integrity	
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26 For it was indeed fitting that we should have such a high priest, holy, innocent, 
unstained, separated from sinners, and exalted above the heavens. 27 He has no need, like those 
high priests, to offer sacrifices daily, first for his own sins and then for those of the people, since he 
did this once for all when he offered up himself. 28 For the law appoints men in their weakness as 
high priests, but the word of the oath, which came later than the law, appoints a Son who has been 
made perfect forever. 

III. What	Is	All	This	To	Me?		
Most of this seems like dry history. We didn’t come to church to get a history lesson. We 
came to glean something of spiritual value what we can take with us. We don’t place an 
inordinate value on the OT priesthood. We live in the era of Christ the superior priest and 
have never known anything different. So what is the benefit of reviewing things that we are 
already so familiar with?  
Here are two valuable take-away for modern Christians 

A. Perfection	
We are all a work in progress. We are supposed to be moving toward perfection. Not made 
flawless, but achieving a desired goal and outcome. But are we moving ahead in that 
process? We can appreciate that under the law there was no process of bringing the 
people into the kind of person God wants us to be. But with our priest ever interceding in 
our behalf, we can achieve our goal of drawing closer to God. Habits can be broken. 
Tempers can be tamed. Foolishness can be turned to wisdom. We can grow in grace. We 
can move closer to Christ-likeness. While the world is today focused on loving and 
accepting everybody right where they are, God is calling us to transformation through him. 
He sets a higher standard for us than the world does. He sets our goals higher than 
achieving self-actualization. He calls us to godliness and righteousness.  

B. Surviving	the	paradigm	shift	
These readers of the original document had endured a massive paradigm shift in their 
religion in order to come to Jesus. They went from viewing scripture through rabbinical 
teachings and with Jewish eyes to being expected to view scripture from a Christological 
point of view. Their old system of religion was challenged in every way. New priest. New 
rules. New worship. New relationship. Old was most certainly passed away. But could they 
make the transition? How does one simply drop their former religion without feeling they 
are doing something sacrilegious?  
We may not be struggling with an old Jehovah-centric religion like these people were. But 
most believers today come from a lifestyle totally estranged from God and that is a 
paradigm shift that some fail to make. One major reason many people do not surrender to 
God is they know such a commitment will be a crisis moment in their life and that scares 
them. But committing one’s self to God and accepting eternal life is not about signing up 
for some benefits. It is about wholesale commitment to a new way of life in Jesus Christ.  
You don’t have to go this alone. We have an effective and superior High Priest that is there 
to make this happen if you are willing.  


