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I. Introduction	To	The	Book	of	Hebrews	
Trivia question: Where do you find the longest sermon in the New Testament? The 
surprising answer is, the entire book of Hebrews. Notice, the letter, written to Hebrew 
Christians, very likely those located in Rome, dispenses with the typical greetings and 
salutations we find in other epistles. This letter is written in sermon form and was 
possibly intended to be read before a congregation as a transcript of a sermon. Look 
at how quickly the writer gets off to a start. 
1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The Son is the radiance of God’s 
glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all things by his powerful word. 
After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty in 
heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the name he has inherited is superior 
to theirs.  (Hebrews 1:1-4) 
These four verses were written in the original language as one continuous sentence 
and have been called the most perfect Greek sentence in the New Testament. Our 
English translations break the sentence down into multiple sentences for our cultural 
preferences.  
But scholars marvel at the mastery of the Greek language and rhetorical skills 
demonstrated in this passage. This produces indisputable evidence that the author 
was a very well-read and skillful wordsmith, and presumably a very powerful 
preacher.  
Let’s get one gnawing question out of the way before we go any further. Anytime we 
study Hebrews, there will be debates and speculations concerning the identity of the 
author. Probably the most common attribution of authorship goes to Paul, but others 
have been suggested including Luke, Clement of Rome (first apostolic church father), 
Jude, Philip, Priscilla, and Apollos. Of all those, Apollos is one of the most compelling 
candidates (as suggested by Martin Luther) since he was already identified in Acts 18 
as being “eloquent” (highly trained in Greek rhetorical skills). Regardless, we simply 
do not know for sure who wrote Hebrews, but we do know they were very eloquent.  

II. What	Was	The	Purpose	of	Writing	Hebrews?	
Keep this in mind as we work our way through this book. Hebrews was written to 
encourage discouraged believers, many of whom were departing from the faith and 
returning to their old religion of Judaism. As we trek through the book we will see the 
author speak convincingly of the superiority of Jesus to angels, and OT priests, and 
the prophets, and Moses. We will see the author give warnings about turning back, 
then give inspiring examples of those who in faith never gave up. The whole sermon 
is designed to stop the desertion and keep the saints pressing forward in their faith. 
That makes this book an extremely valuable piece of literature for believers, because 
one thing we all have in common is we tend to get discouraged. We all have stories 
we could tell of someone we know who dropped out of the race.  

III. God	Still	Speaks	To	Us	
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1 In the past God spoke to our ancestors through the prophets at many times and in various 
ways, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed heir of all 
things, and through whom also he made the universe. 
The people of Hebrew descent were well aware of how God spoke to us in history. 
More than just on occasional voice booming out of Heaven, we read of God speaking 
to a heathen named Abram and inspiring him to pack up his family and go looking for 
the Promised Land. We read of God speaking to Moses out of the burning bush and 
atop the burning mountain. We read of personal appearances of God at various times. 
Abraham cooked a meal for him. Jacob wrestled with Him. We read of God speaking 
to His people through mouths of prophets like Elijah, and Jeremiah, and Isaiah.  We 
read of God speaking to Joseph and Jacob through dreams, and speaking to Ezekiel 
through visions. God spoke to our ancestors through prophets and in various ways. 
But is He saying anything to us today?  
Christianity is waning in the United States. You would think parents would pass their 
faith along to their children who would pass their faith along to their children and 
Christianity would grow simply as a result of Christians multiplying on the face of the 
earth. But here in the U.S. Christianity is in decline, and part of the decline can be 
attributed to subsequent generations departing from the faith of their fathers and 
mothers. They were raised in the faith, but they walked away from the faith and then 
had no faith to pass along to their children. Those who walked away seem to think 
Christianity has nothing of any significance or relevance for them. It is their parents’ 
religion, but there is nothing there for them. They don’t hear God speaking to them. 
They don’t believe He has a relevant message for them.  
But God, who in times past spoke to our ancestors through many prophets and in 
various ways, speaks to us in these last days through his Son. And what the Son has 
to say to this world is still relevant and always will be relevant.  

IV. Is	Jesus	of	Antiquity	Relevant	Today?	
Who is this Jesus who allegedly has something pertinent to say to us today? What are 
His credentials?  
…whom he appointed heir of all things, and through whom also he made the universe. 3 The 
Son is the radiance of God’s glory and the exact representation of his being, sustaining all 
things by his powerful word. After he had provided purification for sins, he sat down at the 
right hand of the Majesty in heaven. 4 So he became as much superior to the angels as the 
name he has inherited is superior to theirs.  

A. He	is	the	appointed	heir	of	all	things.		
B. He	is	the	one	through	whom	all	things	were	created.		
C. He	is	divine	and	the	manifestation	of	God’s	presence	(the	radiance	of	God’s	
glory	and	the	exact	representation	of	his	being)	
D. The	sustainer	of	all	things	by	his	powerful	word.		

This world was created by His powerful word and it is sustained by His powerful word.  

E. He	is	the	ultimate	atoning	sacrifice.	
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His remedy for sin is once, for all and forever effective. He won’t have to die again. 
Another sacrifice will never be required. There is no further need for another lamb. It 
is finished.  

F. He	is	positioned	at	the	right	hand	of	the	Father.		
He is at the right hand of the Father because that is the position of highest honor.  
He is at the right hand of the Father because it is the position of power and authority. 
He is at the right hand of the Father because it is there he serves as judge, and priest, 
and intercessor for the believers.  

G. 	He	is	far	superior	to	the	angels		
As far superior as his inherited name implies. What name did He inherit? To put it 
simply, He inherited the title, “the name”. According to George Guthrie, “name” in 
Greek has a broad range of meanings – status, title, rank, reputation, or even 
“person.” The Jews historically referred to God as “the name”. That is what Jesus 
inherited. The same honor and respect and reverence due to Him that was given to 
God by the Jews throughout history. He inherited the Father’s name (reputation, 
status, rank, etc).  
When we say “His name is above every other name” we aren’t talking about the 
actual name “Jesus” for there are many other people named Jesus. We are talking 
about his rank and reputation that is above everything else. When we say, “there is 
power in His name”, we don’t mean merely saying the name “Jesus” heals people. 
We mean Jesus himself has all power and authority. 
Hebrews goes on to describe Christ’s superiority to angels in many ways. We will 
come back to that later, but now let’s continue with the thought of God speaking to us 
today through Christ.  
What about the people who are walking away from the faith? What became so 
commonplace, so lackluster, so unfulfilling, so boring, so meaningless their walk with 
God that they figured they had evolved beyond their need for Him? At what point did 
these people decide Christ was irrelevant?  
The fact is, Christ has something very relevant and very powerful to say to the world 
today. For all the questions the world has about their dilemmas and struggles and 
difficulties and challenges; for all the doubts and fears they have about our future; for 
all their concerns about the hatred and violence and injustices in this world, the fact is, 
Jesus is the answer. He is the only answer. How can people become so sophisticated 
they reject the only hope this world has? How can they be so arrogant as to believe 
there is another way?   

V. The	Walk-Away	Crowd	
 In the sixth chapter of John, we read an interesting account of curiosity seekers 
flocking around Jesus. Jesus told them to their face, “The only reason you are 
following me right now is because you saw me feed five thousand with five loaves of 
bread to two fish.” But these shallow people insisted their motives were noble. “What 
must we do to do the works God requires?” they asked. Jesus told them it wasn’t a 
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matter of doing works of God, it was a matter of believing in the one sent by God. 
Then they asked him  
“What sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 Our 
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to 
eat.’  (John 6:30-31) 
That is when Jesus described Himself at the Bread of Life sent from Heaven. (You 
see, God still speaks to us today through Jesus!)  
“Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be 
thirsty.” 
But as Jesus developed this theme and talked about metaphorically eating his body 
and drinking his blood, the crowd became offended at His words. This discourse 
culminated in this one sobering and heartbreaking verse: 
66 From this time many of his disciples turned back and no longer followed him. 
That is the walk away crowd. They followed Jesus for a while, but they had false 
expectations of what it meant to follow Him. They were spiritually blind. If Jesus did 
not meet their immediate carnal needs, they had no use for Him.   
The church in Rome was suffering from a walk-away campaign. People were 
deserting their Christian faith and returning to their old ways. The writer of Hebrews 
writes this powerful sermon encouraging them not to walk away. The very first thing 
he tells them is God is still speaking to us today. You don’t need to go back to your 
old religion to find spiritual satisfaction, God is still speaking today! He is speaking to 
us through Jesus, and Jesus is far superior to what you left behind and he is far 
superior to anything else you try to substitute for him. 
In verse 67 of John chapter 6, Jesus turned to his disciples and asked 
Do you want to leave too? 
It is what Peter said that really sums this up.  
“Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life. 69 We have come to believe 
and to know that you are the Holy One of God.” 

I say this to the walk-away crowd – Where are you going to go? What are you looking 
for? How do you plan on finding true happiness? How will you ever find peace of mind 
and contentment? Are you seeking happiness in a large bank account? How many 
marriages are you going to go through? How many times will you change careers? 
How deep will you go in debt to possess “things” to find happiness?  
Maybe these people think Christianity is an obsolete, stodgy, old crutch for feeble-
minded people. Maybe they think the God of the Old Testament doesn’t interact with 
us today. But He speaks to us through Jesus. And Jesus is the answer! 
 
 


