
The New Testament Evangelist 

 1 

42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer. 43 Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs performed 
by the apostles.  (Acts 2:42-43) 

Acts 3:1-26 

I. Signs	and	Wonders	
In Luke’s concluding comments on the community life that had quickly been created 
in response to the thousands who were being saved, he added an important bit of 
information: “Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonder and signs performed 
by the apostles.”  
That passage spawns important questions for the 21st century church. Are signs and 
wonders supposed to be a normal part of the operation of the modern day church? Is 
this passage to be taken as normative or merely informative? Does the fact that the 
apostles are designated as the ones performing the miracles insinuate signs and 
wonders passed with the apostles? 
We are continuationists and we believe such was intended to be the norm for the 
Spirit-empowered NT church. We also admit that in many cases the modern day 
church does not operate with signs and wonders. Furthermore, even among those 
churches that believe God still provides signs and wonders today, the signs and 
wonders are somewhat rare.  
And another important observation is that there are some instances of churches 
promoting signs and wonders that venture off into questionable, and in some cases 
ridiculous, manifestations that seem to have no practical purpose or function other 
than to amuse and bewilder.  
One of the most popular West Coast pastors whose church is heavily associated with 
odd signs and wonders has even twisted the scripture reference to describe such 
manifestations as “signs that make you wonder”, (primarily because there is no 
defensible explanation for why gold dust or feathers should mysteriously fall on 
people; or why misty clouds should fill the sanctuary; or why “orbs” of light should 
dance around the room (only captured by photographers – never witnessed in real 
time); or why tiny gems should land in the carpet and on the chairs. I have no 
appreciation at all for these kinds of manifestations and view them as nothing more 
than confusing distractions that fail to effectively advance the kingdom of God. 
These kinds of mysterious yet meaningless signs and wonders aside, we still do 
believe God works miracles through Spirit-empowered people today, such miracles 
as more closely parallel the kinds of miracles performed in Acts.  
Chapter three begins a new account of the ministry of Peter and John encountering a 
lame man who is miraculously healed. That kind of miracle has obvious value and 
function, and is of the kind we see from time to time today – the sick healed, the dead 
raised, etc.  
Now understand that any river that flows carries a certain amount of garbage with it. 
If God is going to provide miraculous manifestations from time to time, you can be 
assured there will be some controversial things happening along the way that bring 



The New Testament Evangelist 

 2 

confusion or cause people to question of the validity of any genuine miracle from 
God.  
A A  Allen was a popular healing evangelist in the mid 1900’s. Allen established his 
ministry headquarters in Miracle Valley, Arizona. Allen was flamboyant in his style 
and made rather outlandish claims. In the mid 1960’s he promoted a “raise the dead” 
campaign which influenced some people to refuse to bury their dead loved ones 
because they were trusting for them to be revived. People started shipping the 
bodies of the departed loved ones to Allen in Miracle Valley hoping he could raise 
them from the dead. Needless to say, Allen quickly canceled the campaign.  
It is easy to understand how charlatans like this bring reproach on the genuine work 
of the Lord.  
But God still works miracles today. One of the most interesting testimonies of God’s 
miracle working power is portrayed in the movie called “Breakthrough”, a story of a 
boy who broke through the ice and was trapped under water for 15 minutes. He was 
pulled out, but did not have a pulse for almost 30 more minutes as the medical team 
worked on him. When the doctors told the mother there was nothing more they could 
do for her son, she went in an prayed over her son. As the doctor was leaving, the 
nurse screamed out, “We have a pulse!”. The boy came back to life.  
As I stated before, Acts 3 introduces us to an example of the kinds of signs and 
wonders occurring during this great revival in Jerusalem.  
Peter and John are going to the temple to worship and pray, something a practicing 
Jew would do three times a day – 9:00 a.m., noon, and 3:00 p.m. Peter and John are 
Jews who have chosen to follow Jesus as the true Messiah. This puts them out of 
step with the rest of Judaism, yet Peter and John at this point in time continue with 
their Jewish traditions of worship. Christianity, as we know it today, slowly weaned 
away from strict Jewish worship and developed its own distinct worship practices.  
Regardless, Peter and John are making their predictable visit to the temple at 3:00 
p.m. and they encountered a lame man that they had seen many times before, but 
never paid any attention to. This time was different. They were not only Spirit-filled, 
but they were learning to look for ministry opportunities. They were both still 
developing as ministers, and this is evidence of them learning to do something new 
with their training and their recent empowerment.  
The lame man made a living sitting at the temple gate and begging for money.  
Peter looked straight into the man’s eyes. This is not what most people do when 
encountering beggars. When I was doing temporary mission work, we were warned 
by the local missionary to ignore the beggars who approached us. We were not to 
make eye contact. We would create a situation if we gave beggars any 
encouragement. Children would see Americans and come begging for money.  
Peter may have ignored this man previously for lack of any money to give him. Peter 
still has no money to offer him, but it dawns on him the man has deeper needs.  
“Silver and gold I do not have, but what I do have, I give you. In the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, rise up and walk!”  
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II. Prominent	Characteristics	of	Peter’s	Speech	
A. Peter	gives	all	the	credit	to	God	

The working of miracles is a heady thing. It is a great temptation for people to bask in 
the limelight when miracles are worked through them. We have probably all 
witnessed some evangelist trying to cash in on the fame and excitement generated 
by a miracle, often drawing more attention to their ministry than to God. Sometimes, it 
gives them “bragging rights” and great publicity which helps draw more people and 
helps generate more income.  
This is all a horrible abuse of the miracle working power of God. Notice what Peter 
did.  
 “Fellow Israelites, why does this surprise you? Why do you stare at us as if by our own 
power or godliness we had made this man walk?13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 
God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. 
Peter immediately noticed that people were inclined to give him and John undue 
credit. He responded immediately and correctly by rejecting any credit. 
God gets all the credit. One of the major impediments to God working his miracles in 
our midst is the people who are poised and ready to steal the glory. Look how many 
modern day ministers name their ministry after their own name. We have seen it so 
often we rarely give it another thought these days. But God is not interested in men 
and women who are building their own kingdom. He wants people who are 
transparent who will build the kingdom of God.  
David Wilkerson published a book a few years back that included some of the most 
powerful writings and sermons, often written by ministers who refused to even put 
their name on their work. The works remain anonymous. Who does that these days?  

B. Jesus	uses	the	occasion	to	point	people	to	the	risen	Christ.		
God isn’t interested in handing out miracles wholesale to people who have no clue 
where they came from and what the significance of those miracles might be. God 
wants Jesus to be glorified.  
The people were astonished at what happened by Peter’s command, but Peter 
immediately points them to the risen Christ.  
But Peter’s tribute to Christ has two dimensions to it. First, it is an unmistakable to 
shift the credit to God that Christ might be glorified.  
But the second component is that Peter points out the glaring failure of the Jewish 
leadership who crucified the one who made this healing possible.  
13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the God of our fathers, has glorified his servant 
Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, though he had 
decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer 
be released to you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are 
witnesses of this.  
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I can assure you that this would be considered a very poor approach to evangelism 
today. We are not supposed to offend people. We are supposed to offer them hope 
and encouragement, not put a guilt trip on them.  
Peter did not hesitate to point out their error. He had to! How could he preach Jesus 
to them and not address the issue they killed the wrong man? This was the 
proverbial elephant in the room that had to be addressed. Peter could not take credit 
for the healing. He had to point to Jesus. But they crucified Jesus. Peter had to say 
the obvious.  
“Jesus did this! The one you crucified; the one you rejected; the one who thought 
committed blasphemy for claiming to be the Son of God. You will never absolve 
yourselves of your crime until you come to grips with this one fact. Jesus is the 
Messiah and after being crucified, he rose from the dead and sent the Holy Spirit to 
continue his works. You need to repent! You were wrong then and you are still wrong 
today!”  
“You may have acted out of ignorance, but there is no longer any excuse for 
ignorance. The facts are staring you in the face and it is time to take responsibility for 
your actions! 
Moses said, ‘The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from among your 
own people; you must listen to everything he tells you. 23 Anyone who does not listen to him 
will be completely cut off from their people. 
24 “Indeed, beginning with Samuel, all the prophets who have spoken have foretold these 
days. 25 And you are heirs of the prophets and of the covenant God made with your fathers. He 
said to Abraham, ‘Through your offspring all peoples on earth will be blessed.’[b] 26 When God 
raised up his servant, he sent him first to you to bless you by turning each of you from your 
wicked ways.” 
People have to be given the opportunity for taking responsibility for their actions. We 
can’t sweep it under the rug. We have to deal with our failures. How can we be 
reconciled to God if we don’t fix the things that separated us from God?  

III. A	Well	Rounded	Ministry	
 In summary, Peter ministered powerfully and successfully in three dimensions.  
First, he ministered in the supernatural. 
Second he ministered in apologetics, giving a brilliant defense of the gospel message 
of the risen Christ 
Third, he ministered as an evangelist, using the aforementioned tools to reach out to 
the lost and attempt to bring them in. We tend to focus on one of these more than the 
others, but why not ask God to use us in all these areas? Use us in the supernatural; 
use us to give an brilliant defense for our message; use us to bring the lost to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ.  
 
 


