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Acts 2:22-24; 36-40 
Evangelism is a complex undertaking. Fundamentally, it is about reeling people in, (in 
keeping with the “fishers of men” motif.) But what do we use to attract people? 
Different people respond to different approaches.  
Here is a list of suggested messages we can use in evangelism. Each is has a 
different level of effectiveness. Some have glaring weaknesses. Some are 
supplemental and need to be used in conjunction with other messages. But the most 
important thing is to learn to be discerning in your evangelism efforts and skillfully use 
the most effective technique.  
Before we get started, let’s look at an example clumsy evangelism.  
From time to time, I see someone standing on a street corner holding a piece of 
cardboard with a crudely hand-painted message that might say something like “Jesus 
is coming soon.” The person holds the sign up for each passing car to read. I cannot 
see these people without imagining pulling over and walking up to them and asking 
them what they are hoping to accomplish and how much success they are having. I 
wouldn’t do that in a confrontational or critical way, just out of pure curiosity. Of course, 
I never do it because I think they would probably think I was being confrontational and 
I don’t want it to turn into that.  
But I can’t help but think that regardless of how sincere these people might be, they 
are not really using a very compelling technique to draw people into the kingdom.  

I. 	The	Message	of	Your	Personal	Testimony	
Personal testimonies can be very effective simply because so many people have 
needs and are searching for an answer to their needs and are eager to take a 
personal recommendation from someone who has found success. Advertisers 
understand the power of the personal testimony. They use the testimonies of common 
people and famous people who say, “I tried this product and it worked for me!” 
Sometimes those testimonies are from paid actors who never used the product, but 
the testimony still carries enough weight to sell the product.  
In Christianity, the personal testimony has long been a valuable tool of evangelism. 
The woman at the well went running back to town to give her personal testimony of 
having met the Messiah. The apostle Paul repeatedly gave his personal testimony of 
conversion on the road to Damascus.  
Nicky Cruz used his personal testimony of conversion from the street gangs of New 
York to minister of the gospel to preach to thousands of people around the world.  
But the personal testimony doesn’t move everyone. King Agrippa listened to Paul’s 
testimony and said, “Do you think in such a short time you are going to persuade me 
to be a Christian?”  
How many times have you shared your testimony, hoping and believing it moved 
someone to find God like you did, only to have them say something like, “Well, good 
for you! But I am not interested!”  
Another problem with the personal testimony is we tend to make promises to people 
that God doesn’t always fulfill.  
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“He healed me of cancer and He can heal you too!” But then God doesn’t heal them 
too and you are left standing there looking silly.  
Or you can testify that you have never found such peace and contentment until you 
gave your life to Christ, and others can have that same joy and peace that you found. 
Then someone gives it a try and they don’t have this instantaneous, miraculous 
turnaround in their life like happened to you.  
You can testify how God delivered you immediately and completely from alcohol or 
drugs, but the next person accepts Christ into their life and still struggles with their 
addictions. The personal testimony is good, but it has its limitations. And unless we 
understand that, we might use our testimony in situations where another message 
might be more effective.  

II. The	Message	of	the	Life	of	Christ	
Some people are looking for role models. They are deeply disappointed in corrupt 
humanity. People have failed them time and again and they feel no one is trustworthy.  
The message of Jesus being perfect and dependable and loving and forgiving and 
understanding and genuine (no hypocrisy here) might appeal to some of these people 
who have found none of these attributes in people they have tried to trust.  
The problem is, liberals who shied away from the gruesome message of the blood-
shedding, atoning sacrifice of Christ preferred to preach the life of Jesus as an 
attractive message. When they did that, evangelicals shunned that message as being 
deliberately dismissive of the message of atonement. Consequently, evangelicals are 
much more likely to preach the cross than the message of the exemplary life of Christ. 
One message should not reject the other. Some people just need to know the simple 
message, “What a Friend We Have in Jesus.”  
But this message has its weaknesses too. The message of the life of Christ might be 
inspiring to some but it is rather weak as a stand alone message. Many people have 
admired Christ for the kind of person he was and the kind of message he preached, 
but refused to accept Him as the only atoning sacrifice to bring them to God. Mahatma 
Ghandi admired the person of Jesus and many of his teachings, but did not accept the 
uniqueness of Christ, such as when Jesus claimed to be the only way, the only truth 
and the only life. If we study the life of Jesus as only a way of life to emulate but we 
don’t comprehend Jesus as the atoning sacrifice for our sins, we gain nothing.  

III. The	Message	of	Sin	and	Repentance	
I briefly touched on this point in my last sermon. As Peter drew his sermon to a close, 
he pressed the people to repent. He has unapologetically pointed out their sins in his 
sermon and brought them to the place where they needed to deal with their failures. 
And the only way to properly deal with their sins was to repent.  
The trend in churches today is to minimize the subject of sin, (if not completely avoid 
it). Consequently, altar calls are centered around things like finding peace in your life, 
or finding a new purpose in your life, or finding prosperity by living according to God’s 
precepts, or finding wholeness in your marriage, or finding new life because the old 
one was boring. But none of these things necessarily address the important issue of 
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sin and the necessity of repentance. One quote I read this week put it this way: “If 
meeting Jesus did not change you, you didn’t meet the real Jesus.” 
Salvation has been pitched as life improvement. But salvation is first and foremost 
from our sins.  
One commentator said, “We should not ask people to accept Christ as Savior until he 
or she has been told this step involves repenting from sin, and that salvation is 
primarily from sin.”  
Some modern day philosophies advocate for calling people to come to Jesus and 
addressing the issue of sin in subsequent discipleship classes. That is certainly not the 
technique Peter used. Furthermore, it smacks of a dishonest “bait-and-switch” scheme 
that hides the cost of discipleship until after the commitment has been made. People 
shy away from addressing the issue of sin because they fear offending people before 
they even have a chance to witness to them. Preachers fear losing important people 
from their church if they address issues of sin. But remember, Jesus was willing to 
speak controversial truth even when He knew it would offend people and he would 
lose some of his followers.  
On the other hand, we do need a balance. We can’t simply preach a message of sin to 
a lost and dying world. The message alone that they are sinners doesn’t connect you 
with them. It is the message of Jesus and the hope that he brings that draws them, 
then it is the reality that they cannot embrace this Jesus and the hope that he offers if 
they are not aware that accepting Jesus as their Savior means being saved from their 
sins. And being saved from their sins logically means repenting – turning from their 
previous lifestyle and following Jesus. We don’t have to specifically list all the sins they 
have to address, they just have to know that choosing to follow Jesus means they will 
have to be willing to let Jesus transform them from who they are today into who He 
wants them to be.  

IV. The	Message	of	the	Cross	
The message of the cross was a prominent feature of Peter’s sermon. He reminded 
the Jews they were guilty of crucifying the Messiah.  
The “cross” is a highly controversial subject.  
The cross is a message of blood sacrifice, and that message doesn’t set well with 
Hindus who deplore harming animals.  
Special interest groups who hate its appearance are constantly challenging the 
presence of crosses in public places. They have repeatedly sued to have crosses 
removed.  
But beyond the cross as a physical symbol, the message of the cross is difficult for 
people to truly understand. Jews and Muslims alike are repulsed by the idea that the 
Messiah should be crucified on a cross like a common criminal, therefore making the 
two concepts incompatible. Furthermore, some view the cross as a defeat for Jesus. 
One Buddhist writer regarded Christ as a failure because he was defeated by the very 
wickedness he sought to combat.  
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But the message of the cross is not one of Christ being defeated, but quite the 
contrary. It is a message of the incredible strength and courage of Jesus to endure 
what seems beyond human endurance, then emerge victorious over death, Hell, and 
the grave.  
The message of the cross is a message of unparalleled love. The cross was our cross. 
The punishment was ours. We were the guilty party. The innocent took our place, bore 
our sins, took the punishment.  
The message of the cross was a message of courage and fearlessness and 
endurance and sacrifice. 
I have so often been inspired that if Jesus could endure the cross, I can endure the 
little challenges in life that I have to face. I can endure criticism. I can endure physical 
struggles. I can face health challenges. I can endure financial difficulties. I can justify 
making any sacrifice Jesus might want me to make because He made the ultimate 
sacrifice for me.  
If people don’t want to buy into Christianity because the think it requires them to give 
up too much, they are not giving even the smallest consideration to the price Jesus 
paid to make eternal life possible for them. They don’t want to get too serious about 
God because they don’t want to give up their Sundays. The don’t want to have to give 
tithes and offerings. They don’t want to give up some of their social lifestyle choices. 
They want to do what they want to do when they want to do it.  
It is sad when we balk as being inconvenienced by our service to Christ when he took 
our place on the cross. If you really think about that, it makes us look very spoiled and 
childish and petty.  He paid it all, and we gripe about being inconvenienced?  

V. The	Message	of	the	Reign	of	Christ	
The reign of Christ is not just about His second coming. It is also about Christ reigning 
supreme right now.  
When the early church was threatened for preaching the good news of Jesus, they 
had to make a decision whether to obey men or obey God. They chose to obey God 
because He reigns supreme here and now. We ultimately answer to Him.  
If we learn to live our life understanding we all answer to God, then we make wiser 
choices. If we ignore the supreme authority of God over our life, we live according to 
our own desires and whims.  
Peter said  
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.” 

The message of evangelism definitely includes the truth that God is the supreme 
authority we will all give an account to. Every knee will bow. Every tongue will confess 
Jesus Christ is Lord. No one will escape. They can pretend and ignore it for a time, but 
they cannot escape the reality: Jesus Christ is Lord!  


