
Jesus is the Message of Pentecost 

 1 

Acts 2:22-41 

Verses 17–21 are all the time Peter devotes to defending this phenomenon. He gives 
Biblical validation by pointing to a prophecy by the Old Testament prophet Joel in which 
he foretells of this latter day outpouring they are experiencing.  
But take particular note of the theme of Peter’s message contained in the next twenty 
verses. After giving a very brief defense of this outpouring, Peter moves quickly to 
proclaim Jesus to his audience. For Peter, neither the tongues nor any of the other 
manifestations were the central issues for his sermon. Jesus was the important theme.  
The important point is this: Pentecost is not about Pentecost. Pentecost is about Jesus. 
It is about the power to proclaim Jesus to the world.  
New Testament scholar Robert Mounce has outlined the three major points of Peter’s 
sermon on Jesus.  
- The historical proclamation of the life, ministry, death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus 
as prophesied and fulfilled;  
- A theological evaluation of the person of Jesus as both Lord and Christ;  
- A call to believe and receive forgiveness of sins 
First, notice how Peter found an entry point for his sermon. The crowd was curious 
about the odd behavior of those who were filled with the Spirit and speaking in foreign 
languages. The skeptics mocked them and accused them of being drunk. 
Peter saw this as a perfect entry point. The behavior drew a crowd. The scoffers turned 
it into a controversy. Peter took advantage of the moment to clarify what was 
happening, then segued seamlessly into his message about Jesus.  

I. The	historical	proclamation	of	Jesus		
1. The	life	and	ministry	of	Jesus	

Peter states that God validated the divine authority of Jesus through the miracles and 
wonders. Peter further states that many there were witnesses to the fact. Peter 
essentially says, “And you know it for a fact because you saw it!” 
His miracles validated his ministry and his identity, the Messiah, the anointed one, the 
Son of God.  
But one may ask how miracles can prove Jesus the true Messiah if there will be many 
others in the future who will say they are the Messiah and many who will also perform 
miracles. The answer is simple. There were no false messiahs before Christ – none 
who came and performed miracles to lay claim to that Messiah-ship. Christ was the first, 
the original. There have imitators since then, and there will be imitators yet in the future. 
But they are wannabe’s. They are cheap knock offs. They are not the original.  
In 2017, the National Geographic Magazine ran an article on five men in the world today 
who claim to be the Messiah. The copies always follow after the original. They never 
precede.  
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But even if some of the false Messiahs do a few parlor tricks to convince people, 
nobody else ever conquered death, and nobody else ever will. 

2. The	death	of	Jesus	

Next,	Peter	addresses	the	death	of	Jesus.	And	again	Peter	points	out	that	in	his	audience	
were	people	who	were	first-hand	witnesses.	He	says	Christ	was	crucified	and	like	he	
stated	before,	“And	you	know	it	because	you	did	it!”	
The	boldness	of	Peter	in	his	preaching	is	breathtaking!	
But	notice	how	Peter	marries	together	divine	providence	with	human	responsibility.	
Yes,	it	was	fore-ordained	by	God	that	Jesus	should	be	crucified,	but	that	does	not	
remove	responsibility	from	those	who	called	for	His	crucifixion.	Again	it	is	the	paradox	of	
God’s	foreknowledge	working	together	with	the	independent	acts	of	men,	yet	men	not	
able	to	refuse	responsibility	for	their	part.		

3. The	resurrection	of	Jesus	 	
24 But God raised him from the dead, freeing him from the agony of death, because it was 
impossible for death to keep its hold on him.  

First, the resurrection is solely and completely and act of God.  
But the resurrection of Jesus validated his ministry and Messiahship, separating him 
from cheap clones.  
In his later years, Harry Houdini became fascinated with the prospect of contacting 
departed loved ones. He tried several mediums who claimed they could contact his 
deceased mother, but he proved them all fraudulent. Houdini made a pact with his wife 
that after he died, he would try to come back and make contact with her but they would 
have a secret code so she would know if it was really him or just a fake. The world 
never heard from Houdini again after he died.  
But Jesus came back! And he presented himself with many infallible proofs. 
“It was impossible for death to hold him.”  
The word “agony” is typically used to describe the pain of childbirth. There is a beautiful 
analogy going on here. It was no more possible for death to hold Jesus captive than it 
would be for woman in labor to refuse to let the child come out. Jesus was coming out 
of the grips of death and death could not prevent it.  

4. Jesus	was	exalted	
32 God has raised this Jesus to life, and we are all witnesses of it.33 Exalted to the right hand of 
God, he has received from the Father the promised Holy Spirit and has poured out what you now 
see and hear.  
That is, he was seated at the right hand of the Father, the prize for having completed his 
mission. It was a restoration to he previous estate. And, Peter ties that exaltation into 
the outpouring of the Holy Spirit that precipitated this sermon. Having been seated at 
the right hand of the Father, He then sends the Holy Spirit as He had promised.  
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My wife has this hallowed practice in our family. When family visitors leave our home, 
they have to call when they arrive safely home.  
When Jesus ascended to the Father, he promised to send word when He arrived. That 
was the promised Holy Spirit! 

II. The	Theological	Evaluation	of	Jesus	
36 “Therefore let all Israel be assured of this: God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both 
Lord and Messiah.” 

A. Lord		
By calling him Lord, Peter used a word that had commonly been associated with God 
the Father throughout the Old Testament. Here Peter shows Jesus shares that title with 
the Father. In just a few sentences, Peter has declared Jesus to be Lord on the level of 
God the Father and declared him to sit on the throne next to the Father, and to have 
divine responsibilities in dispensing the Holy Spirit.  

B. And	Christ	
“Christ” means “anointed one”. This term clearly alludes to the Messiah-ship of Christ. 
Gordon Fee says that the phrase “Crucified Christ” was a term of aggravation and 
annoyance for the Jews. The two terms were incompatible in Jewish theology. They 
could not reconcile the anointed one being the crucified one. So Peter delivered a 
double whammy when he boldly proclaimed Jesus to be the crucified Christ and then, 
for the second time, accused the Jews of being the crucifiers.  
The Jews believed the Messiah would be their deliverer on a political level. They looked 
for the Messiah to free them from the bonds of the Roman yoke.  
Christians came to understand the Messiah came to deliver them from the oppression 
of sin.  

III. The	Call	To	Salvation	
37 When the people heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to Peter and the other apostles, 
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 
38 Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the 
forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 39 The promise is for 
you and your children and for all who are far off—for all whom the Lord our God will call.” 

40 With many other words he warned them; and he pleaded with them, “Save yourselves from 
this corrupt generation.” 41 Those who accepted his message were baptized, and about three 
thousand were added to their number that day. 

A. People	preach;	The	Spirit	convicts.		
We could have imagined any number of different responses to Peter’s sermon. But the 
most interesting response is the people who cried out, “What shall we do?”  
That is what anointed preaching is supposed to do – it is supposed to move people to 
know they have to do something. The proclamation of the gospel demands a response.  
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It is obvious from this passage these people had been shaken. They knew this message 
demanded something of them but they didn’t know what to do next.  
Kris Kristofferson tells of going to church where Jimmy Snow was pastor. Jimmy was 
the son of Hank Snow, the famous country singer. After Jimmy preached, he gave the 
altar call. Kris tells how he was completely broken and found himself going forward. He 
didn’t know exactly what he was doing or what it meant, he just knew he had to do 
something. He didn’t understand he was being called to salvation, he just knew this was 
a spiritual experience he had never ever had before. It was after that experience he 
wrote, “Why Me, Lord?”, as he continued to ponder his newly discovered understanding 
of his own sinfulness and the power of God to love and forgive him.  
“Brothers, what shall we do?” 
Peter didn’t hesitate.  
“Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of 
your sins,  and you will receive God's gift, the Holy Spirit. 

That is what preaching Jesus is supposed to lead to. Repentance!  
Three thousand got saved! 

B. The	gift	of	the	Holy	Spirit	
First, it is not for the unsaved. 
Second, the gift of the Holy Spirit is what will carry you from here to Heaven in your 
walk. It is possible to believe and not have the gift of the Holy Spirit. Paul spoke to the 
disciples of John and asked them, “Have you received the Holy Spirit since you 
believed?” They said, “We have not even heard that there is a Holy Spirit.”  
Peter was preaching under the anointing and empowerment of the Holy Spirit. He was 
fresh from the outpouring where he was endued with power. He was by the prospect 
that others could find salvation through Jesus Christ and be endued with power like he 
was.  
But that gift of the Holy Spirit was not simply so they could have a gift. It was so they 
could have a that abiding counselor, that comforter, that paraclete (one who comes 
along beside as a helper.)  

C. Peter’s	final	word	of	instruction	
40 Peter made his appeal to them and with many other words he urged them, saying, “Save 
yourselves from the punishment coming on this wicked people!” 
Do you need an incentive to keep going once you have made your start? Too many 
people begin but not enough finish.  
Following Jesus is not only about finding peace of mind in a crazy world. It is not only 
about the promise and hope of Heaven when we die. It is also about escaping the 
judgment that will come from God against the wicked people of this world.  
I find great peace of mind knowing that when the judgment comes, the judge is not after 
me. I can rest at night knowing judgment is not stalking me! 


