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 When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place. 2 Suddenly a noise 
like a strong, blowing wind came from heaven and filled the whole house where they 
were sitting. 3 They saw something like flames of fire that were separated and stood over 
each person there. 4 They were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they began to speak 
different languages by the power the Holy Spirit was giving them.  (Acts 2:1-4) 

I. Unquestionable	Manifestation	
If the disciples had any questions about how they would know if they had been 
endued with power, this visible manifestation of the inward work removed all 
doubt. 
Here is an important point. God doesn’t have a problem communicating. At some 
point, He will make everything abundantly clear so there is no confusion.  
With that in mind, be very wary of these people who try to make you believe God 
is talking to them, but they can’t provide any specifics. The generic, one-size-fits-
all word of knowledge is highly suspect, and rightfully so. I cringe when I see 
these people who pretend to be operating in the word of knowledge but they 
speak in vague generalities.   
Furthermore, we are not sure if God is speaking to us or if we are getting false 
signals, be assured that when God speaks, He will remove all doubt. He most 
emphatically does not want you confused about His voice or His presence.  
The outward, visible manifestations of wind and fire, along with the sudden 
miraculous ability to speak a foreign language all supported the inward work of 
the Holy Spirit  

A. The	significance	of	wind	and	fire	
Wind and fire are elements that had commonly, Biblically been associated with 
the presence and power and Spirit of God, so it was appropriate they 
accompanied the infilling of the Holy Spirit on that day in that prayer meeting.  
Ezekiel observed that the breath of God blew upon the dried bones in the valley 
and brought them back to life. 
A pillar of fire accompanied Israel in the wilderness.  
On the mountain where Moses met God, fire accompanied God’s presence.  
The presence of wind and fire made Biblical sense to these seekers on the day 
of Pentecost. They knew that symbolized the genuine presence and power of 
God, which bore testimony to the inward work that was being done in them.  
It is also significant that the tongues of fire rested upon each one individually. 
The inference is that, unlike the power and presence of God resting in Israel 
corporately in the Old Testament, the Spirit now was resting on individuals. While 
the individual was more or less lost in the corporate under the Old Testament 
arrangement, now the corporate would rise out of the Spirit empowered 
individuals.  
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Let’s apply that for today. The church is the corporate entity, but God is not 
dealing with the church corporately. God is interacting with individuals who form 
the corporate body. In simple terms, the Spirit filled church only exists when you 
have Spirit filled individuals.  
It wasn’t enough just to provide wind and fire, but the wind and fire had no logical 
explanation. They were both supernaturally manifested. There was no logical 
explanation for the powerful wind that blew upon that gathering but did not impact 
the rest those outside the group. There was no logical explanation for little 
tongues of fire resting precisely upon each individual in that place. These were 
physical signs with a supernatural manifestation.  

B. The	significance	of	tongues	
The same can be said about the tongues. They all began to speak in different 
languages as empowered by the Spirit. Furthermore, the noise and activity drew 
some curious onlookers who happened to be within earshot. These people were 
Jewish visitors to Jerusalem from other nations. It was quite common for 
dispersed Jews to return to Jerusalem during the Jewish feasts and this occasion 
was the feast of Pentecost. And one can see the perfect timing and design of 
God in all this when we consider that foreigners were close by to witness the 
tongues being spoken by the disciples and those foreigners bearing witness to 
the genuineness of the experience. Imagine this account being recorded without 
qualified witnesses to attest to the fact that these people were supernaturally, 
fluently speaking legitimate foreign languages. The skeptics would never be 
convinced. In fact there were people right there in Jerusalem on that day - locals 
who were unfamiliar with the languages being spoken – and these are the ones 
who were quick to accuse them of being drunk at 9:00 in the morning. But God 
meticulously chose the time and the place and the presence of qualified 
witnesses to affirm what the Spirit was doing.  
Another significance of the tongues is the implication that the purpose of the 
empowering by the Holy Spirit is to fulfill the Great Commission, and the aim of 
the Great Commission is to take the good news to the world, to disciple “all 
nations.” The fact that the tongues communicated with foreigners demonstrates 
from the very beginning that to focus was to reach the world.  
It is unfortunate when Pentecostals value tongues more as a gift for the church to 
play with and utilize within the body than as evidence of the indwelling power of 
the Spirit that prepares us to evangelize the world.  

II. Breaking	Down	Walls	of	Separation	
One of the major teaching points Jesus hammered to his disciples was unity. 
That principle of unity was for more than just making his disciples get along with 
one another. It was an ideal that undergird their message to the world. 
Unquestionably the primary message was about Jesus, his atoning sacrifice the 
world, and his resurrection, which guaranteed all he promised. But the element of 
unity was a necessary part of the message. The message of the gospel was 
intended to unite. It crosses all earthly barriers and transcends boundaries. The 
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design to unite the world in one faith was foreshadowed on that day of Pentecost  
as seen in this passage. 
5 There were some religious Jews staying in Jerusalem who were from every country in 
the world. 6 When they heard this noise, a crowd came together. They were all surprised, 
because each one heard them speaking in his own language. 7 They were completely 
amazed at this. They said, “Look! Aren’t all these people that we hear speaking from 
Galilee? 8 Then how is it possible that we each hear them in our own languages? 
That might have blew right by you, so let me back up and point something out to 
you. The onlookers were amazed that the people speaking these foreign 
languages were from Galilee. It is significant that Galileans were considered 
backward people, especially because of their unique, if not odd, dialect. God 
used people low on the social ladder to introduce the world to the new era of the 
Spirit. It is God’s way to elevate those who are lowly and to bring down those 
who are too lofty. Paul says,  
27 But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise; God chose the weak 
things of the world to shame the strong.  (1 Cor 1:27) 

That principle is abundantly evident in the life and story of Jesus. His entry into 
this world was in humble circumstances. He chose common laborers for his 
team. He bypassed the self-important people and ministered to the poor and 
lowly and forgotten. His mission and calling was to the poor, the captives, the 
bruised and abused – the outcasts of society.  
It is sad that churches have separated into social classes. You have the church 
that appeals to the affluent and the professionals. Then you have the blue-collar 
church. You have the prosperous church with multi million dollar buildings and 
you have the struggling church in the poor part of town. People tend to gather in 
churches that fit their social status.  
Don’t think for one minute that is what God intended. One of the first lessons we 
learn from the narrative of the outpouring of the Holy Spirit on the day of 
Pentecost is that God does not recognize nor legitimize class structures. If He 
poured out His Spirit on Galileans, He sent a clear and powerful message. The 
church needs to get over class division! 
Pentecost was the reversal of the judgment at the Tower of Babel. What 
happened at Babel is the people became united for the wrong cause. God 
confounded their language to cause confusion and separation.  
But Pentecost was different. The people were divided and God used the tool of 
various languages to lead the people on a path of being reunited.  

III. There	Will	Always	Be	Skeptics	
But we hear them telling in our own languages about the great things God has 
done!” 12 They were all amazed and confused, asking each other, “What does this mean?” 
13 But others were making fun of them, saying, “They have had too much wine.” 
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While the evidence of the outpouring confused some of the foreigners, (they 
knew what they heard, they just didn’t understand what it all meant), there were 
the predictable skeptics nearby who predictably mocked these people as being 
daylight drunks.  
At one level, we might struggle with trying to understand how such a clear and 
powerful demonstration of the power of God could fail to convince everyone. Yet 
the fact remains, some people are so blind and stubborn they refused to be 
convinced even though the evidence is irrefutable. But the rejection at this early 
stage is in keeping with the ongoing theme that runs throughout the Book of Acts. 
In fact, every chapter in the book of Acts tells of rejection by the skeptics (except 
chapters 3 and 10, both of which have a narrative that continues into the 
following chapters where the skepticism and rejection ARE recorded.)  
Acts is full of accounts of ministry and testimony and evidence with 
accompanying accounts of people who refused to believe and, in many cases, 
violently opposed.  
We should anticipate rejection. It is normal. If you want to witness to others, you 
will face rejection.  
The outpouring of the Holy Spirit was rejected by the scoffers and skeptics at the 
initial outpouring. It should come as no surprise that the latter day outpouring will 
also have its scoffers and skeptics.  

IV. Still	For	Today	
Peter quoted Joel in explaining this strange phenomenon and indicated that God 
would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh and that would include the days preceding 
the coming of the Lord.  
‘God says: In the last days I will pour out my Spirit on all kinds of people. 
Your sons and daughters will prophesy. Your young men will see visions, 
    and your old men will dream dreams. 
18 At that time I will pour out my Spirit also on my male slaves and female slaves, 
    and they will prophesy.  
19 I will show miracles in the sky and on the earth: blood, fire, and thick smoke. 
20 The sun will become dark, the moon red as blood, before the overwhelming and 
glorious day of the Lord will come. 
21 Then anyone who calls on the Lord will be saved.’  

Not only did Peter  and Joel validate the latter day outpouring of the Holy Spirit, 
but they also indicated it would bridge across class divisions. It was for young 
and old, men and women, and even upon lowly servants.  
This is for us today. If we are going to be a Spirit filled church, we have to have 
Spirit filled people.  
If we are going to seriously help fulfill the Great Commission, we need the 
empowering of the Holy Spirit.  
 


